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PORTSMOUTH 73952

FOR

QUALITY CAKES

POPE BROS.

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE OF
SERVICE SUPPLIES

“GOOD FOOD AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP "

The Men of The Royal Navy

administer their own Fund

THE ROYAL NAVAL BENEVOLENT TRUST

(10, NEW ROAD, ROCHESTER, KENT)

THE FOLLOWING ARE AMONG THE AMOUNTS DiSBURSED
IN BENEYOLENT GRANTS SINCE 1922:~

To Serving and ExServing Men ond Fomilies £1,615,600

For Training end Finding Empioyment £182,395
To Xindred Orgoninetions and Children's Homes £330,636
£2,128,63)
Local Offices:
CHATHAM 1 Batchelor Streat DEVONPORT: Stopford Pioce, Stoke

PORTSMOUTH : 04, Victorie Road Nerth, Ssathses
BY THE NAYY FOR THE NAYY
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Cnc l ’Iund'rm/ ),cdr.s o/ '
\’H'ne

I the year 1839 the founders of
the House of Saccone and Speed
Frst commenced trading as Wine
Merchants. Succeeding gencrations
have added lustre 1o the name
and built up the traditiona! Service
par excellence for which it & inter

{ 1
nationally known.

SACCONE & SPEED, LIMITED

e S.\;l(w“c Street Plcc.\di“y, London, W1
PWRANCHES AND (ORRESPONLENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

AN / Keep gerring /&

GO 70 GAROINERS ./

Bright sporks soon learn what
every " Sparks”™ knuws that
Gardiner'y ix the plaen far kit, lrom
# collar 1o a complete ontfiv!
Smurt smlerms, svndy Lo weas, or
to measure—S:nd for e2lf-mesrore-

ment chart, or eall In on @ when

GARDINER & CO. (ruE scoren vovse) LTD.

Kit Specialists for over a Century
I, 3 & 5, Commercial Road, London, E.I. Telephane: Bishopsgate 6751/

3



THE COMMUNICATOR

By Appoinmment
Naral Outfisters ta H M. The King
Fatoblivhed 1785

Potent Leather
Oxford Shoe for

Wess ar Dress sevar,

Gieves

LIMITED
OUTFITTERS TO THE ROYAL NAVY
2 THE HARD,PORTSMOUTH

Beokehop : 6 Ordrance Row Hairdreaving Saloon : £ The Hard

——————BRANCHES ———

LONDON - CHATHAM SOUTHAMPTON BOURNEMOUTH - WEYMOUTH - PLYMOLTH

BATH - LIVERPOOL - EDINBLRGH - LONDONDERRY MALTA - CIBRALTAR
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CAPTAIN J. G. T.|INGLIS. ROYAL NAVY

Qualified & Signal Officer, December, 1932,

October, 1933, 10 August, 1936, HMS. Keith
Signni Officer to Captain D.4,
August, 1936, to March, 1938, HM.S, Guanges.

March, 1938, to October, 1940, Squadron Signal
Officer 1o RA.D., Mediterranean,

August, 1941, to October, 1943, Floct Wircles®
Oflicer, Home Fleet.

Qctober, 1943, 10 June, 1945, HM.S
Comemander S.
Promoted to Captain, st December, 1944,

Mercury,

October, 1945, o November, 1846—H.M.S.
Atheling.
January, 1947, 10 December, 1949, Admrally.

NA. o DONP,

April, 1949, to July, (950, Caprain of the Fleet,
Meditesranean

September, 1950, H.M.S. Merowry.
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CAPTAIN'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

4 Happy Christmas and Best Wishes
for 1951 to you all

A

.

EDITORIAL

Once awtin there has been an upheaval 0 the
editorinl office. The editorship changed hands when
Jastrugior  Lieutenant Bavin  was  appointed o
RN Barracks, Pogsmouth

It is well worth stopping o moment 1 consdes
the uchieveasents Of Instrictor 1icutenant  Bavin
during his term of office as editor o COMMUNICATOR.
On 1he linancial side be has strengthened the position
of the Magaring very considerably by judicious
planning, the effects of which will be felt for sonse
tme 10 come. His greatest triumph, however, was
on the literary side. im0 which be has put a very
greal deal of work. A largs chuin of contacls has
been built up. for supplying not only material but also
very nelpfil advice: Thanks to his efforis, 100, regular
comdributions wre now coming In from ships and
stations all over the workd, 4! these are, on the
whole, of a very high standiard, The resull 5 exacily
that mtendes] — o Mugazine whaodly for, and virtually
run by, the Communication World

We are therefore exceedingly gruteful 1o Instructor
Licutenant Havin far his veey fine work on behill of
ComMuNICATOR, and wish him every success in his
HeW COmMMSSIon.

The wssistant editor, Me. Denny, has 2lso retired
from the Maguzine stafl. The tusk of beiny assistant
editor is no easy one, but Mr. Denny secomplished
it very well indeed. contributing more 10 the sucess
of the Magazine, probably. than anyone realises. We
would like 10 take thes opportunity of assuring him
that his efforts were oot thken for granted. but were
very much appreciated - especially by the Editor!

11 i 10 bz hoped that ull of you will continue o give
10 ComMmunsCATOR the magnificent support which you
have dane in the pust-—lor resmeaber, the bigger the
circudation und the more copy received. the higger
and better the Mugazine can be,

Finally, the whole staff of the Magazire join in
wishing readers all the Compliments of the Season,

TRUE SPORTSMANSHIP

To the man inthe street the term “sport”™ & capable
ol' widely conficting  debinitions.  According o
dictionaries.. howeyer, emphasix is luid upon the
specind delimtion of “playing for amusement.”” and
1l is well 10 Aole thit mMusSement or entersiinment &
something thal o Lrue sportsman seeks 10 give, no
sy than 1o ges,

15 we accept 1his definition then, throwing Cheistians
10 the lions could hardly be regarded as pure un-
adubterated sport, because although the onlookers
and the hons may have derived considerable enter-
winment from 1his pastime, the Christians were
ongaged In u hopeless strugple for their lives and
could therefore hardly be regarded as coming within
the definition of *'playing for umusement,™

Probubly few people would assocate sportsmanship
directly with religion, bat o momenis reflection
reveals the truth that the sporting Instinct is essentially
the outgrowth of Christien snfloence, sinee it &5 hased
enlirely on the practice of the golden rule: “As ye
would that men should do unta you. do ye also 10
them lkewise™ (Luke, Chapter 6, verse 311, und
ulso upon the commandment 1o “love your neighbour
as yourself."

ft I8 therefore impossible 1o overestimate the
importance of the sportsmanlike qualites of char
acter, nor the part they pMay in our domestic, social,
industrinl, national and international relationships.
The sense of teamework in playing the game for each
other. or for one’s sde, and not solely for one's
personal pleasure, 35 not lmited 10 Welllagton's
remark thas the battle of Waterloo was won on the
playing felds of Eton. Il enters into every con-
siructive effort in the life of the human Family, in
U home, i business and in government-—~in fuct,
1l may be said that it is the driving force behind the
whole framework and structure of civilisation and
progress from the signing of the Magna Carta
which curbed the powers of kings and tyrants; the
sstublishment of parliamentary government wherehy
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Winchester from St. Giles Hill



M allowed & representative voie in (hw
at of his own affairs; the birth of the
matic concept of guwvernment of the people.
e teuple, for the people; down 10 the standard
ol justios whereby o man ¢ adjudged o be
et until such time 2 he is actually proved to

Ilm consideration for the other fellow, be I
-Qt foe, 15 bused on the truth delind the state:
= of lcws 1o His disciples, “If ye love only
y humwhumwmdhwn”oonol
-  publicans the same?"

‘ o(u;cnnnodoubtmumufmc
gy miguments in which we once indulged,
pste Ihe disputes we hud as children aroond

: Ib' dinner-table, In those days the lavouriw

of scoring a verbal victory over one’s
oOen! was to shout him down and thus deprive

Lo any opporiunity of stating his case coherently,
ﬁ)m. a word m his own defence. Another
suldenly 1o sccuse him falsely of having
nesensed the facts, The surprise effect of this
%3¢ most disconcerting. 1t could usuatly be
on 1o miake your opponent angry, and thus
& of his tain of thought Other methods
§ b resort 10 straight-out lying, of 10 change the
= of conversation when threatened with defeat -
L a1 all, in fact, which might serve 10 protect
e Al 1he expense of our epponeat’s character,

Wiise or discomfort him. and present him in an
e light 17 all else failed we could, a8 o
L twist his ear, punch his head, or kick
der the tuble. The one essentinl thing was,
= medns of foul, 10 Create un impressson,
false, of having won the argument by
e intaliectund supedionity,
mesise the one Lhing that pever ever occurred
& wai to give our oppanent & fair bearing in an
= 1o get at the truth sbout the subject

Incussion, Such tuctcs are about as honest
specamantike a3 the nct of a cnming! who

% mcehorse 10 prevent it fram compeling
N the race, but, as St Paul says, “When |
0 man 1 put away childish things." As we
b Larger understanding of each other’s point
L the desire to be top«dog wns replaced by a
- of Justice. und sempered by o genuine search

- At history shows us that pations, like
e sooner of later develop a sense of sports-
and fair play, and grow up in God's goed
S ihe status of true manhood, Nations are but
cion of individualy and, with the attainment
bood’s cstute, the change thut has lxken
sour thought and mine providet us with
gpmarantee that the time is upproaching
% we shall all be witling 10 pive each other o
e el andd be assured of receiving u fair hearing
legumaie grievances, whether as children
e family lea-table, of as nations
around the conference table 1o establish
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the future peace and happmess of the world,

The great hope for the (uture is 3ot those nations
who e still in their (nfancy so far a5 & sense of 5poris-
manship gees will, by the precept and exumple of
aduls nations, grow up and keam 10 discacd childish
devices smuch 2t we hear about even in ns sugust 4o
assembly as the United Nations, To this end the older
dempcracies must bo patieat and infiniely undes~
standding,

OF THE FUTURE

An offictal drawing, issued by the Ministry of
Supply, which gives an impression of the design of an
atomic submaring, was on view 2l the Harwell
atomic research station duging a Press visit last
Jupne. Though the deawing was little more than a
sclentist’s impression, it showed a cut-uway sectionil
plan, and it was the fisst Ume 1hat such o design
lias been publicised by the Ministry of Supply, which
is responsible for all atemic &velopmenis in Britain

Part of the submazine casing 1 shown lifted off
and the hull cut away 1o reveal the pele, or container
for fssionablo mateelal, The pile would bo encasesd
in thick lead, to protedt the crew ugainst radioactive
rays. Fissionable material in the container would emit
mtense beat to convert willer (nle Steam,  The stoam
15 gonerated in a boiler~room irmmediately behind it,
and s fed 10 the turbines to tum the propeller shufis.
1t is, in effecs, a conventional engine for which Hedt
& provided by ntomic energy instend of oll burners,

A submaring so powered could, If necessary, stay 1l
sa almost indefinitely. The problem of refuelling
would be redoced 10 8 minimum. She would need
to call ot pots to replenish food stocks and take
on other supplies,

When refuelling she would probably go alongside
a special quay. Past of the casing woulkd be filted off
and the ¢ntire section containing the atomic pile
removed by ceane. 11 would be replaced by a full
containes.

Amerka is spending miflloas on budding & proto-
type atomic-powered submaripe. In Aprid Admiral
Sherman, Chief of Naval Operations, told Congress
that experts estbmated it would cost forty million
dotlars (£14,285,000) 1o produce one of thess crafl,

Viscount Hall, Britain's Firnt Lord of the Ad.
miralty, has repeatedly sald that this country ¥ In
the forefront of submanne development,

Sir John Cockford, director of the ressarch station,
Harwell, disclkmsed 1o Predsmen that sooe of Britain's
leading atomic scientists are studying the feasibility
of using atomic energy to drive ships, including sub-
marines, and that this may be possible in less than
fen years.
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H.M.S. “MERCURY"™

SNerewry 't from am Anson Fiviag Classroan

Lol bought by the Admiraly, Leydene House,
together with un cstate of aboot 10400 nores, wos
owned by the lute Countess Peel. wile of the Iy
Farl Pecl. Vioun! Clanfield, who was Secretury
of Stote for Indin after the first workd war, iod who
doed in 1937 Lady Peel digd in 1949,

The building of Leydeoe Houwe was beyun in 1911
anil. wlter being suspended during the 191418 war.
wak fimished (0 1923,

The house with about eighny acres of land way
roginsitoned by the Adminalty when the Sigaul
Scection of the Royal Naval Barracks was blitsed
and the Signal School moved in on 1Tth Adgust,
1941, The hoovse with aboul 100 acres was cventiully
hought in 1949 Toe £60.000,

When the onginal move 10 Leydene was made
ralings were accommodated under camvas, A few
Chief Petty Officers were grunted the privilege of
sleepimg on the floor of the Civil Engincer’s office

Fventuafly o hutted comp was built with abont
100 Nissen type huts and 50 of M.OW. P, design
While most of the Nissen type huts are now rather
shuky, the exceprions are the Canreen, Messdecks

und Cinenwa which are really comfortudie

New constraction ut Leydene sturted when Admiral
of the Fieet Lord Fraver cut the frst sod of the
scheme 0 1948 und i semi-permanent  black of
donmitaries (o scconymodate 120 rutings) with their
own  bathrooms  was opencd by Rear  Admaral
Crombec In Noscmber, 1949 This s at present
vocupied by Chael and Paly Olficers.

Construction of permanent accommadiation began
I Seprember of thes year angd i being carried oot 1y
sevecal phases. The fird phase, which & maving
fast, is the boilding of one dlock of cabins for Chicfl
Petty Officers. two bouses of cight  dormitorics
cach for Petty Officers and five similur houses lor
other ratings. Each block und house will have s
own bathroom. drying room, cte. The Chief Peny
Officers” block will replace. the seven wesiern huts
of West camp, It 1s hoped to mose ingo the first three
houses in the spring ol 14951,

Mase 2 includes the budding of 1wo blovks for
Petty Officers and two more houses for other ratings
%0 that the number of ratings 1n euch dormitory can
be reduced from 1en 10 seven, T also includes the
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Muin Howse and Rose Garden

S pction of a messdeck and galley-block, but the
B e tihs has e yet been sefiied

e senmimng phases, whaeh will be planoed
® et date, incdude a ew Canleen, Administrition
s, W RINLS,, quarters and a classioom block.

Addiions Bave been nsade and further additions
e planned 1o the sports grounds, In 198 we had
e soccer ground at Leydene und 4 bockey and
Rt ground at Sobenton. Since then, by making &
erere wicket al Soberton, o foothull ground has
B ddded theee und a1 Leydene WO seven-arside
ser grounds anel o seven-aside bockey groand
e been mude on the broadwalk: & full-size soccer
] has heen made out of the wooded area
Ssezn the “In™ and “OQut™ roads, a hard and a
B fennis court have been made near the guard-
S and o rogger ground between Leydene andd
e Meon hus been hired from o local farmer.

S mmrestional ground consisting of & socoer und u
S ground with 2 cricket sjuire in between has
S plunned for the wooded area near White Lodge
B2 Ul 15 hoped 10 start one of these grounds this
ey 1 P

FAREWELL

Sncior Leutenant-Commander A, R. Jones
e oo Jelt HM.S. Mercary, We lose in him not
s & member of the M. Stall e, but akso o very
s contnbutor o Commusacarox. His regular
eesution was, of course, Radio Industry Notes,
e e wis always very ready Lo pive advice - always
et anid 20 help smooth over uny difficultes.
B senonal knowledge of the radio industey, and
e heaps refationship with everyone be mel, including
e i Mercwer itsell, made him o particularly
e persan

Wy ate indeed sorry 1a see ham go, bul mnce i must
B . we would lfike o take this oppormunity of
Sk g him for his work in the past and wishing
e evory Success in the futuce.

RN.V(W.R. NEWS LETTER

As it is some time since we contributed to this
Magazine, we hope that our many friends on the
“active” side will be meeresied inour furthes progress,

Regruitment has steadily risen froen ouwr last re-
ported figure of 200 until it has pow passed the 500
mark. It s stifl rising steadily.

In addition 10 those contained in the RNYV.R,
Diviional Headguariers, we now have fully equipped
Truining Centres in the following cities and towns:
Bath, Northampton, Grimsby, Leicester, Bramcote,
Manchester, Bradford, Leeds, Great Yarmouth,
Norwich, Southend, Stockion. Biroungham aad
Aberdeen, with smaller centres at Exmouth, Cam-
hoadge, Sunderlond, Sheificld. Rugby and Derby
11 = hoped that in the not (oo distant future, we will
be able 1o et up addivonul cenires in Preston,
Nottingham, Ipswsch, Maidstone and Reading.

We would Iike 10 take ths opportunity of recording
our appreciation of the co-operation given to us by
our affiliated ships of the Home Fleet. The many
extra hours put m by our opposite numbers of the
RN, 10 give us practice “on the air," are an
enoouragement 1o and a source of wonder to
neweonmers when they find us actually communicating
with H.M. Ships a1 home and abroad.

Many will be glad to hear of old frieads such as
C.P.O. Tets. Howeil, Kemp, Jeferys, Tye, Adlam,
Cartmell, Stray, Richardsoa and Mitchell (no¢
forgetting C.R.E. Hamblin). All are happily engaged
as District Instructors and we Jook 1o them, not only
for tuition in the art of W/T, but for wrinkles on Naval
“ways and means” for those of us who have not
previously served in the RN,

In conclusion, may we draw your alieation to our
frequencees in S.1—we should be bappy to hear
someope calling us from distant parts. Our call-
signs are easily distinguishable--three letters foliowed
by two figures—and we are usually on the air between
1900 and 2200 Jocal time daily.

Theough winter snows and summer rein,
Free from civvy woek and strain,
Instead of sitting at our ease,

Or keeping rabbits, fowls or bess,
You'll find us wsing “'time 10 spare,”

In de2rning how to “fili the uir,”

Or how to tap and type 1o thymes,

In case there ever comes the time,

When ull you active service chaps,
Reguire a hand - if there's a scrap,

SPECIAL ITEM *JOBS FOR THE BOYS"

There are o number of vacancies for C.Y.S.'s and
C PO, Teks, os Instroctors in the RINV.R, and
RNV.A(WIR. Al presenl these vacuncies are for
Pensioner ratings only.

If you are Interested or know of sny ex-Chiels
who would like the job, communications should be
addressed to: The Staff Communication Officer,
Admiral Commanding Reserves, Queen Anne’s
Mansions, St James' Park, London, SW.1.
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SPEAKING OF SINGLE SIDEBAND

Ax the recent war was drawing 10 18 conclusson,
mdio communication engineers  were  frequently
honed asing & multitude of new abbreviations such as
R.T.1.,.SSB. FSK. T.DM, etc. The ummitiated
wondered what they meant and what it was zll
about, The surprising thing was the vigour with
which some of these people expounded the merits
ol one of another of these various transmission
systemss. Doubtless muny engineers begun 10 wonder
if 1he 1vme bad come to scrap the obyviously outmoeded
conventionnl 1mnsmitter  and  veceiver and et
somehow or another one ol thess revolotonary
muigic boxes which, it was said, would solve all the
problems 0 well known 10 the point-to-point
commumication engmeer. It seemed o them thoy
were wisting their time messing around with special
perind  arrays,  greal circular  beanngs,  oplimum
fricquencies and so an, when one of these new
syssems required no sach coreful fending,

Speaking in  partkulsr about  single  sideband
(S.S.B.1. the theory of it and the proctical use and
fintations ¢f it were all known and amply proven
long kefore the fast wir, Admitedly it was only
about five or six years ago that the amateurs began to
realise thot it might be of value 10 them, not just s o
way of getting more esefod power into their aerials,
but 10 help reduce the unprecedented crowding of
the amateor bands., Long before, the comunercial
Tebegmph Companaes  had  investigated very thor-
pughly the use of SS.B. to see if the theoreticul
Wi ins were possible, and if by 115 use they could reduce
operating Costs andioe improve theie long wave Sir-
cuits) this was aroend aboul 1930,

Nuwurally it will be wondered why so little by
been heurd of SS.B. until some twenty years later,
To appreciale the reason it & necessary Lo understand
something of what is required for 1he production of o
SS.B.signal,

Some sfed cun be ot by considering first a con-
venrionil - double sideband  transmitier amplitude
modulaied 100 per cent. by u sine wave. The radio

L,

v
VN

o

Y3IMOd

fc~fm fc

freguency power is divided betweesn the side
und the carrler; Fig | shows the skichond snoc!
of such o tramwmitter. Fo =8 the carmot lreg
and Fm the relutive position of the modulaisg
signal. |l both sidebunds were necessary 1o enaie
the trinsmitier o canvey mulllwuu. anes
of the radited power would be serving a
purpose, whilst the other two-thirds would &
dissipated in the currigr wethoot dosng  anythiss
particelaely useful. 1t s well known, however, the
bath sidebands ure not nelly necessary, one
can comcy inselligense quite satisfactorily on s o-
Fig, 2 illustrotes the sideband spocteunm of &
suppressed carrier S.S.B. transmitier.. Two  thi
are evident when thes is compared with Fig l—x
transfer of the bhulk of the power o one sidebass
and the smaller spece requited i the frequencs
speciruny. 16 was just these feasures which ulmuﬂ
the commercial compamies (o try S.85.B. years ago.
Originully long waves were used bacause i 1hine
(ays shorl waves were regarded us useless for reliabie
long-distunce communications,  Fortunalely hee
low Fregquencies had the inherent  advantages o
making the requered hegh stability altainable, Al
and this was and stll is an important poine, he
frequency dillerence botween the curmor anid 1he
sidehand was low enough 1o make the separutng of
the two possible without excessvely complicess
sepurating filter networks. To-day these two probless
stability and high selectivity, ure made possibis
Inrgely by the application  of modem  crves
technigues.
1t thse early doy? various methods wore tned i the
uttempt o muke peactical use ol the thearetics
udvantages of SS.B., such as ransmitting a vams
and one sideband, one or other of 1he sidebums
withaut currier and $0 on, hut ay time passed e
arrangement found 10 give the most satsfucios
results for both tramsmilting and receiving was (sl
i which a fraction of the mdiates] power wits e
10 send cut 4 redootl carvier on the assigned fie

2.

Yy3amod

SRR

PILOT SIDE
GARRIER BAND
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Fig. 4 Simplified Block Schematic of S.5.8, Recelver

< normal receiver can be used provided it huas o varn-
able beat frequency oscillator, However, i would
certainly nol provide perfect reception and would
require constunt acention to keep it sufficiently
accurately tuned o 1the incoming signal and, in
particular, the B.F.O. would have to have stability
of an uwnusunlly high ordee, as even u sery small
change in frequency would cause the audio toas to
chapge in pitch, If speech or a number of keving
tones wers being received this could Quite easily be
ruinows. Another difficulty with an ordinary receiver
wauld be the luck of efficient automatic giin control
because the Incoming low Jevel (suppressed) currier
would frequently fall below the level required 10
operate the meceiver's AG.C. system, and a5 the
sideband changes with the modulation and wouold be
entircly absent with ne modulation it could not be
used. Also the bandwidth would be unmecessarlly
wide and thus allow interference and notse 10 cause
wrouble which would be precluded in u speciully
designed $.S.8B. receiver.

Receivers specifically designed for S.S.B. reception
generally follow along the lines of that shown (n the
basic Mock diagram given in Fig. 4. They have a
conventional front end and are quite standard up
10 the intermediate amplifier with carelully designed
varigble bundwidith. However, after being amplified
at, say, 465 kejs in the LFE, amplifice the signal s
again mixed. this time with an accurale crystal
controlied oscillator to produce ap autput reguency
of 100 keis. This beanng down is done to give
comparntively simple sideband selection, just os was
done in the early stages of the transmitter, The
ltering is 50 arranged &5 10 allow selection of cither
upper of Jower sideband and to filter out the low
level carrier. Both sideband und carrier are in-

dividually amplified sgain, bul the carrier, becsuse
of s comparative low level, reccives much greater
amplificatson und  becontes Koown 85 the “recon-
strocted™ carmier. This “reconstructed™ cacrier s used
for (hree purposes. the most imporsunt one is for the
convession of the [ntellipence conveyed by the
sideband duck into nudio frequencies. This is done in
u balanced detoctor where the changing radio fre-
quency fs mixed with the recomtructed 100 kefs
carver, 1o produce volugss which cormespand exactly
with those antrodoced Into the first  balanced
modulator &t the transmitter. Aller detection the
uodio slgaul cun be amplified and used as from any
piher receiver,

The other uses of the reconstructed currlee are for
automatically regulating the guin of the R.F. and
ILF. ampiifying values Just as the A.G,C. works in o
stundard receiver. Also, it is wsed by way of limiter
und reactor valyes to control the frequency of the
first oscillater circult. This uutomatic  frequency
correction is essentind 10 keep the incoming signal
within the narrow pass bands ol the various filter
networks.

Although complicated and more costly appariius
W required for the satisfactory trangmission and
reception of S.S.B. signals, the sysiem does offer
several udvantages. The transmitter produces more
wseful watts into an aensl for a gives inpat power
and only consumes [ull powet when fully modulated,
Its radiunon occupies less space in the [reguency
spectrum. The recesver can have 3 narrower bandwidih
which means beller nofse- and interference rejection,
and, In praciie the system s Jeas susceptible to
frequency selective foding so frequently troublesome
In short wave communication,
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FROM THE

It &5 upon Coadnunication systems thut the firss
iopact of 4 new cmesgency always falls and Korea
wils o exception, It was fortunale that the flect had
not only bad experience ol U.S. books only o shor
time before in combined exescises with the Americans,
but were well practsed In bemburdment attery
and, due to frequent periods of patrol in the China
aund Malayan coasts, in Jong distance communications
in pear-war conditions,

Shore communication staffs were able 10 compete
because they 100 had been having o far from guies
fime o0 i station where the cold war lsas been warm
for 50 song, This did not mean that diffcullies were
not encountered und long hours were not worked,
but the system withstood *he impact, and it is possible
1o say thit no serious breakdowns occurred.,

HONG KONG

The Yungis¢ incident caused ws a lot of uxtra
walch-keeping and fnally after weeks of difficult
communnication with Tel. French of Amerist, came
Amerhyar's epic escape from the Yangtse. Thut was
better than any Grand National with French sending
short sitreps every few minutes as the gallant little
ship dodged past shonds, bonds in the river, and
Communist strong points and eventually made the
open seu and freedom,

Hardly had we rccovered fram the excitement of
Amerhyst’s halr-ralsing exploits when a merchant
ship blew up and sank in the harbour.

Shortly alter this a typhoon crept ap Upon us quile
unheralded, because the small Nationaliss Weather
Swation on Pratas Istand, who should have reported
its presence; had had radio failere. We managed 10
et all ships with power clear of the harbour when »
100 m.ph. wind near the centre of the typhoon
flailed savagely at the colony, Palm trees were
uprooted and fell aceoss the streets which wers
flooded in places up to depths of two feet by the
tocrential rain. Whilst the foet was weathering the
stoem outside, two large merchant shipt drifeed
nshore on Storecutters Island, dragging their anchors
over the cable reserve, nad parted not oaly our trns-
milter control cables, but the shore side mains power
cables as well. Fortunarely, we had just instilled new
cmergency disel geoerators, but they required a
supply of fresh cooling water. Stonecutiers has no
mains water and the waterboat could not be semt
across because of the ‘weather. Nothing daunted,
Mr, Pamplin and the Wiccless Station crew kept the
generators oot with buckets of riinwater and rigged
additional aerials 10 replace those blown down.
Keying was coatinued by V.H.F using o locally
made sei-up.

As the Communist Chimess Forces moved south
we planned to defend Hong Kong judl in case they
did not know where 10 ston.

FAR EAST

Our plans grew und are still growing, Firstly we
formed a local fotills of SDM.Ls. und M.F.Vs
with T.CS. and T.G.Y, sels in each, providing ship-
shore and shoreship lines and Aotilia inter-com,
Then we foomed o Combined Operations: Bombard-
ment Uit consisting of soldiers and Telegraphists
dressed up to look jike soldiers; gave them Army Type
62 Sets and mobdle stations in 15 cwr, trucks mounting
T.CS. and started training thom and the Fleet in
bombardment. .

With the arrival of Trwmph we had 10 scratch vur
heads  guickly and provide Alr Suppoel channels,
H.F. common, A.L.Q. Briefing Wave, inter-Coatroller
Wave, and two Plot Waves provided by the Navy ane
manned on &n  inles-Service basia with an Army
Support Wave from the front fine. This latter wave
has proved o gréater success sinde the Army Operntors
were taught the morse code in the ST.C.

To add to our difficulties; communication tatfic
steadily increxsed until Seryice 30 became overfoaded,
and since the existing Teoeiving slte was 50 popr we
shified the diversity reception temporarily 10 Stone-
cutiers to give befter reception and greatec availability,

Well, maybe Hong Kong was not ready for trouble
in 1941, but it will be by 1951, and in the meantime
there 5 never a dull moment

SPORT

In spite of the many disadvantages of waich.
keeping. Communicator sporismen serving ashore
at Hong Kong expenienced a most tuccessiul 194%-50
semon. The Communications soocer X1, under the
leadership of Tel. ). Spiers, won the Tamar inter-
Divisional Competition, and were presented with the
shield and medals by the Commanding Officer of
HM.S. Taonwr, Capt. R, M. Aubrey, DS.C., RN,
Tels. ). Bell and Spiers both made regular appeatances
for Navy “A" and “B" during the season, and the
evergreen Yeo. G. Tozer, conxidered by many the
best left-back in the Colony, was first choice for
Navy “A"™ and has also represented Englond in local
internationals between Portugal, China and Scotland,
arnel Hong Koag in inter-Port matches, Tozer also
played i1 the Services teant when they won the
Governoc's Cup.

The 1950-51 season 15 pow under way, Since last
seaxon we have lost Tel, Spiers, who has beén drafted
to UK. for a well-carned Icave. Tel, Bell and Yeo.
Tozer will also be leaving us very shortly: we wish
them all God speed and an enjoyable leave

Chatham Sparkers, Guzz Buntings, und a sprinkling
of Portsmouth ratings borne for the present emer-
gency, can apparentiy be welded into an excellent
soccer team, for the Communicatoss finished last
season with a record which reads: played 12, wan 10,
drawn 1, lost 1, goals for 45, and ogainst 17. The
first and only game so far this seavon resulted in o
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50 victory for Communiceiors against i weakened
P.O's team, However, it may not be casy If, in the
the relurn game, the P.Os. ure at full strength,

Ted, A, Brownsell has stepped Into Tel. Spiers.’
shoes, und we have LSig K. Bunting, both of whom
huve represented the Wavy in the “A™ and “B"
matches beld so far this scason, therefore with these
two players forming the backbone i s expected that
the Communicators will once more be in the forefront
of inter-Divisional soccer.

Qur cricket enthusinsts, L Tel. G, Carter, Sig. L
Middicton, R-E. 1. Axham, P.O.Tel. J, Russell, and
Yeo, M. Rees are looking forwerd 10 the sound of
bat hitting ball (wickets in the case of our Larwood
Ivpe, Yeo. Reest. Carter and Middleton have played
for Navy “B™ versus RAF, "B i the lixst and only
match so far played in the 2nd Division of the local
eague, which, ke soccer, includes civilian in addition
1e Service teame. Thas exciting mmalch ended with
a Z-rum victory for the RAF, and disappointment
for Carter and Middleton i being unable to knock
up the other 3 rums for victory, It was doubly annoying
when the umpire was Yeoman in Charge Divisional
Office. The Yeoman has promised (o do betler m
foture und we mean to Keep him up to it

LIFE IN HONG KONG

Workd pttention hus recently been directed 10 the
Far East and more and more Communicatorns nse
coming out here The writer hopes that this shon
ariicle wall enlighien those  younger ratings who
have pot yet been East, and it the sime time provide
some maserial for those "edd China hands™ on which
to vent theic wrath.

When the Communists ook Shanghin and moved
south, Hong Kong was invided by Shanghallanders
and others, and very soon housing became a termble
problom,” Consequently prices offered and taken for
accommodation of any description repched fantastic
heights. The author wus lucky to abtain aone furnished
room I8 feet by 12 ot £26 55, per month, This s a
comparatively low price and othes landlords are
charging much higher rents and “'key mopey.™
Blocks of NMats and hotels are being. and have boen
constructed with every possible spoed, but  the
demand renwains as high as over.

OF course. il i only the “Taipans”™ who cun alfond
such inflated prices, and there are ierally thousands
ol poores Chinese, who bave fled 10 British protection,
living in rmshackle wooden huts scatiered aver the
counteyside in “squastess’ sestlements.” The Govern-
ment, resliting the danger 10 public kealth and limb
(there ure many armed robberics and kilfings), s
graduslly controlling amd clearing the areas and
controlling the influx of refugees, but the task
colossal, Not all the Chinese can butld themselves a
hut. and it is faidy comimon o 3o women, with
babies strapped to their Backs, crawling underneath
brown paper strotched 10 form & "ean-10" between
the walls and pavemsents. Others sdeep by day In
beds occupied by other sleepers ar night.

With the crowded papulation other problenys have
been confronted, Food and water are the most
urgent. Wiater & only switched on doring lHendted
hours (which vary according o the amount of
rainfally and food Is price controbied (albelt af a high
pricc). Eggs nre nl present Tih each and botter
35,2 pound, Rice is mationed, Many poor Chinese
find i1 hard 1o exist and begging is prevalont, but itis
difficult 1o differentifite between a geouine beggar
and those who Akl It an easy way to mnke o living.
We servicemen sre warne! o avold begpars and
shoeshine boys as many are accomplished pick-
pockets,

Shopkeepers find premises scurce and rent &
portion of n shop. Hence you find ladies” underwear
being sokl with fresh frult and “gold"™ watches,

Despite the high prices it appears that the only
people who have not 2ot sleek, modern Amesican
cars are servicemen (and éven the hase communication
officer has s Vanguurd) | and one feels n rare
sense of baving sccomplished something ufter having
safely crossed the road a journey which lakes
apout ten minses to complete. For the  humble
pedestrian there ire buses and Lrams.

Hoong Kong boasts that ¢t hod tums before
Londan, bul those who have been on a tram-jole
nelmve that the same Lams are on the roads today,
ey certuinly appear 10 have squiare wheels, These
public vehicles are always overcrowded even when
thirteen are officially aflowed 10 stand on a single
deck. and It ks a feoy requiring strength and endurance
even o board them Queues are unknown here
However, on Satordays, Sundays and Wednesdays
JUN, buses are placed o1 the disposal of servicemen
and their families for outings to various beaches,

There are soveral  Gnemnas - showing  modern
American films, with a sprinkling of up-to-dase
Brilish films. Prices for servicemen ase |s. 6d, and
35 One picture which drew great crowds recently
was called “Ingenational Burlesque.” Most educating.
Omne ordinary telegruphist told me he did not know
@irls had 50 many curves in 50 many peculisr places.

The most popular club is the China Fleet Club
This is owned and controlled by the Jower deck
and bexides the normal facilities containt a barber’s
shop and cinema. Dances and tomboly are also held
here. It ls Interesting to note that this establishiment
was built on reclumed ground, When the foundations
were laid the land had pot settded properly. and
Canadion fir logy were sunk so that the building was
virtunlly erected on wooden supports. It looks
safe though and has withstood the onstaught of
typhoons, Japanese and “merry” siloex.

A fest-class ferry service connects the sland with
tte Chinese mainland, The town of Kowloon, an the
mainland is much quicter, cleaner and cheaper than
Victoria (the capital city of Hong Kong) lind & a very
good shopping centre.

Local Oversea Allowance & approximately 2s, 6d,
per day, and assistandce s also given 1o those electing
1o have their wives with them, So, anyone arriving here
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Tor a commission need not be unduly afraid of high
prices. If one lives [wivly quictly nod twikes Ml
advandage of the many amenities provided, one cun
have un enjoyuble commission.

A Happy Christmas from s gl

FAR EAST FLEET

When on 25th June, 1950, the Noclh Koreuns
ciossed the 38th Parallel, a Torge part of the Fiost
wis o Japanesse walers dolng the Cruise reported
i the Summer number. H.MS. Belfaw, wearing
the Mug of Flag Officer Second-in-Cormmand Far
East Stution wus a1 Hakodate,

Within a few bours, Belfaw was on ber way 1o
Yokosuku, the main US. Naval Base in Jupan,
und the bliinket of H'F wireléss silence had descended

The course of the war noods litthe comment. The
eriticul lsctor wus whether the U.S, and South Koresn
armies could hokd the initial atnick until reinforce.
ments arnved. Many times it seemed touch and go
with anxious possibilities of another Dunkirk, und
ulthough the North Koceans - in spite of i tremendous
aeria) bombardment of thetr supply lngs—got o
within thirty miles o Pusan, the Jast remidining
port in South Korea, the line held, and when the
assault on Inchon on dSth Seprember began w tuke
effect, it was soon clear thut the North Koreans wers
i no shape for a counter artack.

At the time of writing, the South Korcans have
nearly reached the Manchurian border at several
points, and I seems unlikely that organised resistance
will continue for much Jonger, though guecilla
activitics are likely 1o go on for some time.

The British ships, which were soon supporied by
three Canadian  destroyers, two New  Zealind
frigates, a Dutch destroyer and a French fiigate {the
Australang were already represented by thw frignie
Shonihaver, who was later relieved by two destroyers),
tave had o varied and interesting war,

The corly phases saw Jamwaica and Black Swan in
action agunst enemy P.T, boats und currying out
bombardments on the east coast, whilst the rest of
our ships worked with our old fmends i the LS,
Tth Faeet, whose aircraft struck ut shore targets from
ofl the west coast. We were soan “Twe-Blocking
The Fox™ apid manceuvring on C.l, Neis as 10 the
manner born gnd were immensely thankful for the
exercisex we had done wath the 7th Fleet in March,

After these carly uctivities the British ships, withy
the exception of Trivmpi and her plancgunrd Commy,
who remuined for several weeks with the Tth Fleet,
were formed into 1wo task elements, one for the
blockade of the west const, the other, consisting of the
frigates, for convoy escort work.

The west coust blockade consisted munnly in looking
for junks, and with the assiviance of South Korean
Hasson tesms, sediching themy, and on the rare
occasons on which conlraband was found, sinking
them, There were ubo periods: bombaidments of
coastal largets, the uggest being undertaken against
Inchon by Beifast and Kemva, screened by Cogsaek
and Chardey in eacly Auguss, '

It was amusing whes seturning 10 fhesers 10 lochon
aller its recapiure 10 see how much wider the Flying
Fish chunnel seemed to have grown, On the first
visit the islands scemed very olose und menacing
und the ships were within ssall arms mnge of some
of them, though in fact there was no cownter-fire at all,
" The Inchon Ianding was & divisional assault and
the most remarkabie festure was that apant from
some preliminary thought, the detailed planning and
exccution was  uccomplished In  three-and-a-hall’
weeks, All pur ships took part, the main body being
a2 Commonwenlth Task Force for cover and inter-
diction duties on the flanks of the main attuck,
under Rear Admaral W, G. Andrewes, CB, CRE.,
D.5.0., while Jamako and Kenva, for whom Teiamph
provided spotling akrcrafl, joined an Amerkan
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bombardmen: group, und the fngates escorted the
nssault convoy.

Jamaica was particularly sucvessful as she blew
up an ammunition dump with & most spestacular
explosion und ulso shot down one of the two enemy
aircraft which attacked shipping in the anchorage,

Inchon was Triumph's swan song. and Thexeirs who
had done some exerceses with the Army and R,ALF. on
her woy through Hong Kong, arrived in 1 10 attack
what could be found of the retreating enemy on the
west coast of Kores, The most nolable meidents
were the findmg and destruction of several mine-
laying junks which weee destroyed with thetr mines
on board, and the dramatic and galiant rescue of 1
Sea Fury pitot by a U'S. Air Foree helicopter from
hehind enemy Imes and under fire, From a nayal
viewpoint mines are at present the main hazard,
und minesweeping is now in full awing.

For Communicators it has been & hard but ex-
tremely interesting war, for the lack of enemy nir
und navul opposition bas not Tightened our task,
Al sea most ships have been in 190 o two-and-a-half
watches, which have been made up for by the periods
of “availubility” in harbour. (In the LLS, Navy this
means “available for repairs and maintenance.™)

We have communicatod with numerous divecse
ships, aircraft and shore stations, including US
maval ships and nircraft, US, Air Force bases am!
aireraft, US. Army Fire Control seorms and South
Korean (R.OK.)) ships, often without previoos
contact other than by sigrul,

The details of all this must necessarily remain
“classified,” but some of the more interesting features
and the Jessons learnt can be mentioned, for Instance,
the adoption by the Americans of the British proce-
dure, whereby reports received by o shove base from
4 maritime recotnalssunce wircrafl are retransmitied
on the drea broaceast.

In generad, i is felt that our previous outiook was
not sufficiently fexible. Purticolar frequencies must
be allocated 10 particular requirements, und the
primary manoeuveing clecuwll must be kept clear of
all ssgnals except “Those on which no delay can be

accepted,’ bur we must be fully prepared 1o reccive

tucticul signaly on C.I. Nets (Plot Waves) and to deal
with them as quickly as if they hod come on 0 more
normal cireuit, No revolution of ideas & proposed,
in the pormal way we should continue 2 before,
but we must be actually frained 30 e any wave for
amy purpase, rathee than accept this only #s & theo-
retical principle.

Another interesting feature was the fiting out of o
Chinese river steamer, the S.8. Wusmeh, as the
Headguurters ship of FO21.C. FES, and her
commussioning  as HMS. Ladvdird. Under the
personal supervision of the Hase Communications
Officer, Hong Kong. 8 magaificent job wus muade
of the Communication anangements and she has
proved invaluable,

So to press with the hope thal this war may soon
b over and that we Commanicators of the Far Enst

Floer may be able o enjoy the Happy Chrisimas
which we wish all other Commumicators wherever
they may be.

KOREAN ESCORT FORCE

Impeovisation Has been the keynote in the UN.
Escoet Force. Very [ittle equipment ix common to sl
ships—the Frenchman has no T.BS.—the ROK.
ships hiave Americun Army sets which thay cannot
we on CW, and we canoot understand 1hem on
Voice—the Americans like usmg U H.F.—and heaven
belp us if und when the Thai Navy arrive.

Much of the work has been tedious, with kmg
watch-keoping boors, and svery littde real action.
However, the ships have been escorted 10 and from
Korea, | common csuse supplying the zeal and
patignce for co-opemanhion,

Recreational facilitigs aboard are somewhat limited
at sea, and we are groatly indebted Lo the polxe and
various Army units  who invanably manage 1o
provide a football ground and the necessary opposi-
Hon wherever we call.

We understand that in the not too distant future the
FlotiBa will be mmnned entircly by the Malayin
Naval Force. It & with regret that we shall take our
leave of the “Boats,'" and we would Hke 1o take this
opportunity of wishing the best of luck o our
Mainyan fnends in their new duties.

HALS, “Ladybind"'

H.M.S. “LADYBIRD™ IS BORN
AGAIN

When the trouble stacred in Korea it was quuckly
npprecinted that Rear-Admiral W. G. Andrewes,
C.B., DS.O, Flug Officer Second-in-Command Far
Eastern Station, would require & Bose Ship from which
to administer and operate the karge number of British
and Commonwenlth ships under his command, and
that unjess one was prepared 1o sacrifice an opera-
tional warship for this purpose a special vessel would
have to be found.

From the communications anglé it meant a ship
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with sufficient room for a large communicutions
staff with fecllitles approximaring 10 those of w
cruser.

This, in turm, meant & ship wath a large resesve of
electrical power, and for this purpese the motor
vessel Waner with three dicsel electric 75 Kw,
220 volt D.C, geremasors was sefected and converted
in the Royul Navil Dockyued, Hong Kong. The job
was completed in 2 month with all departments wark
ing overtime. Two 10 Kw, A.C Cocwcmr\. and a
4 Kw. 24-volt gencrator were inssalled in o generatoe
room aft to0 provide exira power for mdio and

VIS fnellities,

A lrardminer ro0m wis mule 0t on the upper
deck, housing three 8% Q, wuve meter and a receiver,
with next door a radio maintenance and radio store
room.  As far forward a8 possible on the same deck
and at the foot of the forenust & receiving room was
constrocied with two  typewriter  broadesst bays,
four H/F buys with CW. control of the three §9 Q
from any three, two T.C S, pne 56 M, ansl remote
control of 1the T.8.5.

Forward, but adpcent with shiding  trap-hatches,
4 large cryprogruphic office was constructed with
ahoormally good Cacilities and i mun signal office
with local T.B.S. position. Spure T.BS., T.BS
genemor and B2 receiver were supplied but pot

tted.

The upper compass platform was fitted with flag
lockers, two 10-in, S P masthead yaréaom, and
fruck halhiacds, aldis and inermediate lumps, space
being left for a “bunting’s shelter™ 10 be erected on
urrival in Japan.

The radio trials ot sea proved] successiul, and after
o further week of commissioning and storing Wuswel
wirs christened Ladybird. Shie saiked for Japan with
accommodation Tor 36 olficers, 61 chief and P.Os
and 194 ocher ratings, & coat of light grey paint and
wearing the White Ensegn, having cotsumed sixscen
core/miles of cable, 900 extra efeciic lights, 350 power
points, SRE with 1en speskers, 13,000 nuts and bolss,
62,000 woodscrews, |7 rudio sets, 800 yards of channel
plate, and no less than 550 separate irens of dockyard.
made Turniture. Time did not suffice for plans to be
prepared, so the wark wis done fron sketches on the
back of envelopes, and the plans were driwn after-
wards with no apparent detrument 10 the resoliant
job, and no difficully that could not be overcome by
patience and understanding and a general desire o
et the job done quickly.

SINGAPORE M.S.0.

The Singapore M.S.O. is now firmly established n
Phoenix Park. This 15 an area of about twelve acres
surrounded by u high fence and burbed wire in which
are the various offices of Admiral Sir Patrck Brind,
our Commander-in-Chief, (he Rt Hon. Malcolm
MacDonald, P.C. {the CG. for South-East Asa),
the Far East Defence Sceretarit, and mysteriols
people with even more mysicrious titles

Huge plans are aloot for the complete reshuffling
ol the M50, to try ond put right some of the wesk-
nesses found when the Korean war sturted. Among
many things they include the Xnocking down of four
intermud wulls --one bopes there will still be sufficient
support for the top starey.

Keppel Barracks—an nolmed outpost of the Navy,
close 10 Singspore (Own-—Continues 1o pravide
accommodation for all the Phoenix Park staff.

Despite the lnck of sports grounds on the south of
the sland, we have been Jucky enough 10 get our fair
share of games,

Al soccer we are ner the 10p of the Terrdr League,
und &t the time of writing are still in the Navy Cup
(with strong hopes), L./Sig. Saunders and Sig Ingham
huve been 10 the forefront.

Many good games of ruggec have been played
withough we started off rather badly with some
Jdefeats that fooked more Hke crlcket scores. Sergeant
Blackwell of the printing staff and Sig. Hearn have
been our keen enthusiasts. and we feel that the
lde & now turmiang.

Hockoy under the gusdance of L Sig Ludlow has
had strong support, and even CY.S. Cooper has boen
seen plaving. The impending staff match (officers +.
ratings) is awaited with much interest, It is rumoured
that Commander Kennard miy be playing

At Keppel Barracks itsell the Badminton coun
conuinues to provide a good outlet for surplus energy.

MALAYAN COAST
PATROL

The Botilla consists of five 751 motor luunches,
two of which are now manned by ratings of the
Malsyan Naval Force (MUNJF.). These tiny craft
patrol the East und West coasts of Maluya, with the
object of preventing three prevalent crimes: seaward
activities by Communist Bandits, iBegal immigration,
und oplum smuggling. all of which would reach vast
peoportions f allowed to procesd unchecked.

Our personal dutss, apart from punctual observ-
ance of S.O.P's, consist of tuking part in landing sod
boarding parties, swinging a  “natty”  leadline,
heaving an accurate stern rope, and geperal sedman-
ship. Radio equipment consists solely of & Type
T.C.S., which beside rendering trojan seevice for the
more serious aspects of our work (covering; at times,
distances up 1o six hundred miks), kelps greatly to
rebieve the monotony by providing & welcome and
efficient S.R.E

SLARA TRANSAMITTING STATION

The transmitciog statlon ar Sanra was fortunace in
having just enough transmitters to work the recent
increinsed services (one major beoudcast and two
fixed services), but thas left nothing in hand for
mauinteninge or breakdowns,

With all sets on, the power cables began (o gt very
hot, but a new tramformer and some rewiring hus
seen 1o that,
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THE
TROPICAL RESEARCH
UNIT (KING EDWARD VII
HOSPITAL, SINGAPORE)

The Radio Pswhology section of the Tropical
Rescarch Unit has compleled its experiments in so fur
as the Communications Branch is concerned. All that
remains o be dope &5 the compilazion and analysis of
the data obtaincd; an extremely lengthy task, evep
with the use of a calkculsting machine.

Six Telegraphist Branch matings were employed for
cach of the three experiments underiaken. These
“guinea pigs” were selected from volunteers of the
Far Eastern Station, and victuailed or Krangd W/T
for the duration of (heir nise weeks “sweal™ with the
uni. A day's work consisted of sitting in o climazic
chamber, the temperature set anywhere between
eighty and one hundred and tweaty degroes Fohrens
beit, and read, manually, three thousund groups of
Nyko. The bodily tempernture and weight of each
subject was carelully checked, both before and aftes

working period.

The number of symbols wrongly read by each sub-
joct, together with Getails of temperature and the
Jengih of time the brain had been in use when the
error was made. wil all combine 0 estublish the
finest office working conditions for future gencrations

ol 1wehkegraphists.
SIDELIGHT ON MALAYA

The attitude of the local populuce is typically
depicied in the following incident which 100k place
carly in September. A taxd driver wias stopped on a
quit road by bandits; they robbed him of has identity
card and wallet, set fire 10 the car and deparied,
leaving the victim's hands frmiy bound. The upe
fortunute driver made his way to the nearest main
road and boarded n bus. Among the fifteen passcogers
there was not one who would untie the vactim's
hands. Even the conductor was content to reach in
the poor fellow’s pocket and take his few remuining
cents as fare. Until the peoples of Malaya overcome
this fear of the Communist Bandits, who continuaily
make their Lives a misery, there s very hintle chance of
eliminating this unpleasant element.

SUMMER WAR TWITCH

During the recent Summer War, aller many long,
weary bours, the following conversation 100k place
in the B.W.O. duelng a peak bour of claos.

The S.C.0. says something.

C.CO.: "Yes, sir™

S.C.O.: “Yes, sir, what!™

C.C.O.; “Yes, sir, to what you just said."

S5.C.0.: “What did | say?”

C.C.0O.: I don't koow, What did you sav?™

S.C.0.: "l don't know."

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Sirce the ket article guite a Jot bas bappened down
nere. Last summimer, the Austridian Fleet went over Lo
New Zealand for & visit, Combined with wvisits to
Wellingron, Auckland, Christchurch and Timaru, were
exervise periods at Akaroa and the Bay of Iskands,
Both work aod play were great fun; everyone learnt
o lot and the reception miven to us by the New Zea-
landers was terrific. The next item on the programme
wis the departure of the S)ydmey for the United
Kingdom. The ik Carrier Air Group disesnbarked
ut Nowra, and Sydney Jeft londed with freight of all
shapes and sizes. She will embark und *“work up™
the 21t Carner Air Group, relurning hete in
November,

The Xoreun exlsis then dominated the news and the
Batags and Shooliaver, who were in-Japaness waters,
wero ut ooce placed ut the disposal of General
MacArthur. Baroan fus already ket off' her guns at
the " pouks."

Warramunga, who was refitting, was gquickly
prepared and lelt ar the beginning of August 10 join
the United Nations Fleet offf Korea.

Thus the Navy was the first in the field from
Aestralia,

The last item of interest wis ot the other end of the
world—Henrd Islind (34 deg. South), where a party
of “MeL" exports weee encumped, The doctor went
sick, so the Awspralic was at opce yent down 1o bring
bim back and leave refiefs, This time they were tuking
1o chonces and sent two doctors, one 10 cure the
other ! Alier 3 rough and cold trip the mision was
acceanplished and the sick man brought back to
Fremantle.

All these activities have severcly interfered with the
“Capiul City Cruises,” but [ don't think unyonsz is
vory fussed aboul this. The extm excitements have
brought the Navy into the public eye and recruiting
has Bosrshed.

Finolly, & word for the girls it has been approved
to reintroduce the W.R.ANS:. This good news was
popudar both 10 and oul of the Fleet; the number of
appheants fur exceeding the probable vacaniies:

That's all for now. Next time let's hope that |
shall be able w kel you about the ships coming bdack
from Koeea.

NEW ZEALAND STATION

Since last writing our activities have been many and
varwd. Early this year we had o return visit from the
Australian Fleet, and for the first time-—for exercses
in New Zealand waters—one of H.M. Submarnines—
the Telewmachus; consequently the exercise programme
contained more A/S than Gunnery Exercises. The
exercise period was divided imo two parts, the first
at Akaroa, where with the combined ficets, consasting
of ooe Arcralt Carrier, two Crulsers, one Destroyer
and seven Frigates, a jot was accomplished and much
learned. A short sopourn in Auckland and then we
were off 1o Russel where the Pulling Regatta was
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beld, The Cock was won by Zelloma who 1n the subse-
quent festivities managed, with grest diliculty, to
retixin sume.

Following the visit of the Awstrallan Fleet, the
Squadron began to break up The Frigates Towpo
amel Hawea went to the Mediterranean, where it
seems they bave sccomplished much in the sporting
world, Bellona, Tutica and Rotoiti ssiled in May for
the Island Cruise, regrettably cut short for Jwtbe
who with Pekaks was required by U.N.O. to uphold
their flag In Koresn waters The cruise, which
covered Tonga, the Fiit Group of Islands and Samos,
sfforded an cxccliemt opportunity for praciising
saluting gun crews, especially aftsr embarking s
Excellency the Governor, Sir Brian Fresstone, for a
tour of his domain, Al very necessary weore virjous
voice schedules with the Islands, Government Stations
and privaie individunls, including one with Mr.
Harold Gaity, who now owns an fslund in the Fiji
Group, and was co-pilot with the famous Wiley Post
when those two Americans flew round the world,
The results [n all cases were excellent and serve 10
flustrate the wide use of wvoice for infer-Island
Communications,

At Apia in Samon. the: Shore Signal Station
was sef up on the verandah of the Club, where the
caretaker proved to be an old (and | mean old)
Yeoman of Signals who had been in the Navy i 1857,

The RN, frigates S Ausrell Bay and Veryan Boy
arrived on the station In July and left us ot 1he end
of October to return (o the Mediterransan. A short
exercise period was instituted In Auvgust 1o fake
advantage of the visit of H. M. Submarine Thovoragh,
but insufficient ships were present 10 be of great value
10 the Communicators.

Smashex has been exercied during the ysar and
various jocuk snags have been discoversd,

The Bellona having Just completed ber refit Is now

11

gboul to embark on the Now Zealond Cruise, the
peimary function being the sea training of RAIN.ZN.
V.Rs. The Teupo and Hawea are on their way back
from the Mediterranean and showdd arrive fate In
Nayember,

Rovoirs meanwhile has left 10 relieve Pukaki in
Korean walers.

in Jonuary the Squadron goes to Australiz for the
combined exercises,

Severd] departmentnl changes have takeén place
in the Squadron, Lieut Comdr, Wake Walker,
RN, (we take this opportunity 10 wish him Good
Luck with Kalora-Katoa), departed for home in
Auvgust and was relieved by Lieut. (O) L. G, Carr,
RONZN, 14 SCO. Lieut. Thorme, RN.ZN., has
joined Taupo as Flotilla (C) and will armive on the
N.Z. Station in November. Mr, Donpvan, C.C.0.,
RN, Joined Setloma in Suva in May and seems 10
have soitled down in 1his * upside-down ™ sphere.
CY.S Higson of Balma's “old brngade” is sl
holding the fort, whilst the Tels. have 8 new and able
leader in C.P.O.Tel, Nichels. an ardent Ham by
1he wiy, his call-sign being ZLIADH.

Freshly arnived from the U K., C.P.O.Tels. Johnson
and Hisley are welcomed back to the fold.

In Phitome! with the headache of drafiing Coin-
municators and performing the varied tasks that fall
tw his ot as Port Communications Odficer, is
Mr. Swift, SCCO., RN, in his second year of
office daily losing more hair,

Al Tamukl, the training establishment, we have
Mr. Bloodsworth, C.C.O., RN, praving to Allah—
or it may be Rangitoto—for more recruids to worship
at the shrine of Morse and Tufneld,

To the New Zealanad Officers and Ratings who are
at Leydene we with A Very Happy Christmas and
every success in their activities:

D.1L D

RADIO INDUSTRY NOTES

Before these notes app2ar in print, the writar wills
have joined the long precession of “former cons |
tribators,” at least as far as thia section of the |
CoMuvUNICATOR (8 concemed, This nppesrs, therelone, ©
u fitting opportunity o pay trbate to the Radio |
Industry as o whole, und to the Radio lodustry
Councit, for the wholehearted co-operstion and
many individual kindnesses afforded by it membens
not oaly ta this Joornal, but 1o all Communicators
with whom they have come in confact Special
thanks are also due to the RI.C5 Press Officer,!
Andrew Reid, Esq,, without whose ungrudging supply|
of information these notes might never have extendsd
beyand their first issue.

The 17th National Radio Exhibitionx
This Exhibition (formerly Radiolympla), organised |

by the Rodio Indostry Councll, and undeér the
gracious patronage of Her Majesty  Quesn Mary,

F opened at Castle Bromwich on September fith, Some
ninety exhibitors, including the RAF., GP.O,

| and B.B.C,, showed the world the latest productions
of the Beitish radio industry, which are in process of
description in the technical and popular press. No
surprising  developments were nated, but the steady
progress in the applications of known techniques
was obvious on every sids,

Emphasls, as usual, was on radio and wievison
receivers, and many striking examples were displayed,
Several firms exhibited transmitiers, both for broad-
cast and communications work, including facsimile
transmission. A complete shipshore V.H.F. radio
system, shown by the Automatic Telophoone and
Edectric Co., is claimed 1o be the only ame of its
kind in the werld, 11 is used by Liverpool pilots to
obtaln msavigational ald and docking Iastructions,
and consats of a fiived shore station, o poriable trans.
mitter-receiver and o ship's_set. On show for the
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Nrst time, the Brimur projection Television tube and
the assovinted optical equipment for “Big-pscture™
proecieon aftritcted much nttention; so did the new
“Trix™” twosway intercommunication outfic, This is
of purticulnr interest to parents: If one unit s placed
near the chifd’s cot, and the other in the living
roam, immediate warning is obtnined if the baby is
restless or cries. The equipment may cqually well
be used for two-way communication between an
upstairs flat and the front deor, or for inter-office use.

Among the numeroos and atteactive demonstea-
tors, one of the mose orginal wis the model tele-
vision receiver factory shown by Multicore Solders
L1d. This represented a section of a typical television
assembly line, at which workers from the General
Electre Company assembled radio frequency units
consisting of roughly 60 parls, wsing 150 soldered
joinls, the operation taking more than an hour, in
full view of the public. The completed units wers
sent to the G.E.C. works at Coventry for testing and
incarparmtion in TV, receivers

New R.LC. Specification

The latest specification Issued by the Radio Industry
Council is entitled *“The Choice of Finishes for Rudio
and Electronic Equipment and Components” {R.L.C |
1000:8), It forms o very comprehensive guide 10 the
subject, and although produced primorily for the
Indusiry, will be very valuable 10 the amateur crafts.
man wha |s content with nothing less than the best in
s home producteons. To penecal, i1 covers U same
ground us the exsting inter-Services specificatson,
and will in due course be submitted 1o the Brisish
Stundards Institution for conslderation. Coples ure
oblainable from the Radso Industry Council, 59,
Risssedd Squure, London, W.C.1. The price s s,
post free, Tor Gash with order.

Scientific Instrument Manufacturers’

Association

An imleresung exhibition and an aysociated seres
of kctures of speculised Interest, organised by this
Association, wos bwid in London i eatly September
Although perhips mainly copcerned with the “toals™
of reseurch, it contained many exhibits which
anracted the otention of Communicatoss. Space
forbids the mention of more than 2 limited number.

O the Furzehill Luboratories stand, the Type 1684
D Cathode Ray Oscilloscope, pictused here, wis a
siriking exhibit. This 1 a genera] purpose inhoratory
Instrument, Incorporating such features as o variable
time base, 1wo alernative conditions of vertical
amplifier sensittvity, sutomatic synchronisation, and
A limpging circuit which presents oser-synchironsation,
with four different standard types of scoven availuble.
This & the type of instrument the laborstory worker
und the rodio service technizian dream nbout !

Apolher Qitroction wos the Mullard Ultrisonke
Soldering Iron. This is & mew device, for soft-soldering
such metaks as aluminlum which form refractory
oxicles under normal atmospheric - conditiona and
are therefore extremely difficult 10 "sin" It in
corpoestes an ocliator producing vibrations at a
frequency well above nonmal audibility; these have
the effect of temporunly breaking up the oxide
surfice in contact with the molten solder, which is
thus enabled 1o “wel™ the exposed clean surlace
and form a josnt

Other Interesting exhibits were the Kelvin-Hughes
Flaw Delector, giving cathode-ray indication of flaws
o welded Joints or castings; electronic thickness
melers, maolsture meters, photometers and  pyro-
meters; i new minature sound-evel meter by Dawe
Instruments Ltd,, und, by the same makess, a high
speed  counter. precision cameras, clectronic flash
umits, & new dynamic balancing machine for small
armatures, andd an “unsteadingss™ msier for mation
pecture wark,

Society of British Aircraft

Constructors

This Society held & Flying Desplay and Exhibition
at Farnhorough from September 6th 1o 10th, when
the Etest applications of elecironics in the field of
aircrafl communication, navigation and ground
control were displayod.

Fromunent amony the many mnleresting itemy was
a presview of the new Precision Approach Radar by
Standard Teloplsones and Cables Ll giving & remote
display on two Githodesay tubes -azmmuth range
and elevation range respectively. Messres, E. K. Cole
showed the Cloud and Collision Warning Radar
whick s 10 become standard in the BOAC. fleel.
Another new device, on view for the first time,
wos the Ferrantl Distance-Messunng  Equipment,
which gives the pilot accurate and confinuous visual
information on distange and bomung. Marconi
Insiruments ~exhibilcd wireless and navigational
eguipment, including an interestimg demonstration
of Direction Finding. AR )
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ROUND THE HOME ESTABLISHMENTS

NAVAL AIR SIGNAL SCHOOL

The Cocktatl Party armanged for midway through
the Christmas Term as a "Farewell" 10 the Midship-
men of No. 4 Observer Course, who had successfully
completed their training at the Naval A Signal
School, also served o welcome the Officers of No, §
Observer Course

This ffth Observer Course differs in (ts composition
from its predecessors for, besides two Lioutenants,
RAN., one Sub-Lieutenant, RON. and four
Midshipmen, R.N., we meet .for the first time the
rating of Probationary Observer in the persons of
two Austratians

No, | (New Scheme) Commissioned (bservers (Q)
completed u five-week course it September, msin-
taining the high standard set by their (Old Scheme)
fore-runners of some fifteen months ago. All six
successfully passed (he course and the subseguent
interview board, bat, as only four vacancies existed,
1wo of them must be considered 10 have beeh unlucky.

W.RNS. Signads and Telegraphists  Courses,
travelling daily from Mercary, continue to flourish,
and it was poted with respect that the now traditional
lunich-time sywim wis carried on well into the mists
of autummn,

JOAC and N.D. courses poy fairly frequent daily
visits, and the fying programme for these and all
other courses s carried out from Hamble by Air
Services Traning Ltd,, with which our Chiel Flying
Instructer, Liewtenant Cunningham, effects a very
smooth and efficient liaison,

The event of the wem has been that our Chiel
Instructeor and Fint Leuwtenant, Lieutenant.Com-
mander Phillimore, decided thiat the 14th October was
the date 10 come inlo lioe with the rémainder of hs
Seaff Officers.

The wedding ceremony was solemnised in St
Marys Church, Hendon, at which a1 strong and
suitably armed contingent of Seafield Park Officers
and their fadies were present. led by Caplain and
Mrs. Jameson.

The Wednesday recreationz] make and mend is u
very welcome feature of the weoekly training pro-
gramme, especially i the Christmas Term when Doy
Watch games become impossible,

Our cricket 1eam narrowly Sost the finy! of the inter-
Part Cricket Cup, postponed until the beginning of
this term, and by this defeat incurred the weath of
several Lieptenants, RAN, of No. 1 Observer
Course, who had previously formed the nuckeus
of our team and had introdused something of i lest
match atmosphere mto the eadier games.

Now, the soccer, hosxksy andd rifle shooting 1eams,
although obviously enjoying their woekly competitive
matches, show no disinclination to mix it with the
less skilful but equally enthusinstic aspirants on
Wednesduy altersoons.

With the approach of Christmas, Entertainment

committess everywhere in the vicinity appsar to have
been galvanised o action with the sansfaclory
result that the social programme for December is
beginning to look exceedingly promising; it s hoped
10 hold & Ship’s Company Dance in exrly Decembec.

Finally, we take this opportunity to extend to all
Aviators and Commupicators our best wishes for the
coming season und the New Year.

COMBINED OPERATIONS
SIGNALS SCHOOL

We seem 1o have found our proper name at last,
and we hope there will be no conlusion between the
abbreviations C.S.S, and C.OSS.: the former
everyone knows and the latter we have newly acquired,

Qur various courses have kept us fully occupoed
and happy this term. We were particularly glad to
hove the C.C.OAQNs, the WS I's course and the
Sepior N.C.O.'s course with us for a few days, all
three of which represent the breaking of new ground;
It 8 our earnest hope that we shall see many more of
them. The Senior N.C.O'S course terminated with
exercise “Turtle,” a landing ot Brigade strength of
communications equipment, embodying the practical
application of the lessons ledrnt during the preceding
fortnight, and although certain circumstances had
jeft us without the best of our equipment, & very
satisfactory degree of success was acheved by our
enthusiastic Battalions and Companies, although their
land navigation was at times erratic. We were
fortunately blessed with a lovely summer day, the
only one we recollect this summer,

Vice-Admiral Loed Mountbatien did us the
honour of visiting the Combined Operations Signal
School and addressing the C.C.O4Q)'s course, and
Capiain Paul very indly addressed the R.A_F. Signal
Officers’ Specialist course while he was attending o
course at the School of Combined Operutions

Our tender  L.CH. 243--has unfortunately had
her movemenis sevesely hampered by the very up-
reasonable weather which invarsably appoars when-
ever she ventures beyond the Bideford bar.

Visit of Viee-Admiral Mountbatten to Combined
Operatians Siznal Schoal
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Our dummy headyuariers ship which houses the
vperationa! rooms nosmally housed in a real ship, has
pow been renamed H M. S, Bwlolo, as most of 1he equip-
ment used in the building was originally imtalled
in HM.S, Bulodo,

Our directing stall are pow buslly plunning exerolse
“Hermes 11" which takes place in the Tatter half of
December, and we all hope 10 renew many old
noquaintances upoat this, & upon the last, occasion.

We all wish our depurted Commanding . Officer,
Licutenant Commander Culme-Seymour, bon voyaue
and happy commission, and extend 2 hearty welcome
10 his relief, Lieutenant Commander Kesth-Welh

SPORT

At cricket we had a very successful season, main-
talning the lead in the Centre leogue throughout,

At athletics we swept the field, winning the leng
Jump, hop, step and jump, putting the shot, 100 yards,
220 yards, 440 yards, and both relays. Licotenant
Harford, R.N., Sig Dodds and Sig. Stickles. R. Sags.,
and L.Sig. Burton all played a prominent part (n
these successes against flerce competition from the
other four teams competing against us,

Al socter we have 2 Comhined Centre 1eam In the
North Devon Junior League and 8 second team m
the Kingsiey League, and are at the momend 10 of
the former and in the middle of the iater league.

In conclusion we wish everyone i very hearry
Chrstois and a prosperous New Year W

F--A. N,

R.N.S.S. CHATHAM

“Chathamites” and other Communicatoss  who
have passed throogh, and who still retam a lngering
affection for Cookham, will be interested 10 know
that the pangs of leaving our rural surroundings, end
surrendering our proud independence are over,

In the tradition of Commimcatons who spend their
Service careers: encountering changing patterns and
endeavouring 10 weave something better from the
new, we have established ourselves once again as
cog of that mighty and complex machine, the Royal
Naval Barracks, Chatham,

All the old bBarrack duties of the Signal School,
and many new ones, seem to have descended upon
the leads of the small coatingent who &l pessent
constitute, what “Draftie" is pleased o call hiy
“Pool™ plus, of course, the current L,/'Sig and
L. Tel. courses.

The new era, or could a comparative old-timer be
permitied to say: “The reversion 10 the old '™ (harking
back to pre-'42 days, of courwe) kas proved 1o ke not
o bad after all. There are, naturally, many new
pinpricks, but the bonest ores amongst b8 also admiy
10 compensations.

No doubt many CommunicaTon readers are
worslening exactly where Chatham Signal School &
now lecated? We might be considered as being In
two parts, Our living quurters are in St. Mary's
Barracks, entrance off the Khyber Pass. just past

Collingaood Block. The SSR.O. and Divissonal
OMgce are also n St Mary's and are haunted and-
presided over by our First Lieutenant, none other
than  Communication Lieut. Driver (s there any
Chatham  Communicator who  does not  Know
*Wally™), energetic a5 ever, struggling valartly
to produce two hours™ work " per man, per man hour™
and still with the “weather eye”™ open for the “idle™
dodger,

The Officer in Charge (Lieut. Comdr. Gray) and the
First Licutenant have between them (ooe pushing,
t'other prodding) managed 10 conjure fraom the rather
dilapsdated huts which first met our gace, tastefully
decorated living quarters, painted in shades of pastel
wreen, with a modern bathroom, television het, and
recreation hut, complete,

The arid waste surrounding the huts has been
1urned into attractive fower beds. Of course, self-help
fias been, and still is, the order of the day, with Lieul.
Driver, CY S, Smith in the SSR.0, and C.Y.S,
Blackman ns Chiel Buffer of St. Mary's, ensuring that
all available hands continue t0 help themselves,
even when the mood Is not upon them.

To ceach the Signal School proper (Prince Arthur
Camp), keave St, Mary's by the gate mio the Khyber
Pass, tuen Jef, and walk for nbout three hundred
yards (o an enclosed compound, containing wooden
huts which were originally occupied by the RAF.
and Jarterly by the W.R.N.S. No Communicator will
fail to kocate “Prince Arthur' s he will recognise the
trellls musts from Cookham Joog before he reaches
the compaund, Number | mast also from Cookham
s in the process of erection and lablke 1o be found
towering above the came any day now.

Enering the main gate and resolutely answering
“Morse Typing Course™ 1o C.Y.S. Rosenbetrg (Chief
Buffer of F.A ) who will be keeping & vigilant watch
on the entrance for “'gash hands™ the newcomer will
observe 1thur a new hedgo of young privet bushes
encircks the camp. Inside the barbed wire fence,
flower beds and somll lawns abound. many paths are
made, and others are In the peocess of completion.
Outside the D/F room window a sife has been
prepared for a “fish pond." “Who did al) this?
We did, of course™ Al organised by rthe First
Livutenans in his spare moments.

Time and space are too short 10 enumerate all the
various offices in Prince Arthur, but we have retained
our Morse and Copy Typing rooms, our Vore
Tounet, two Proctical Procedure rooms, Cryplo
room, C.R.R. Transmitter room, V.H./F. room,
DJF, office and T./P, room, These are all in woeking
order.

At the moment we have only two farge and three
small fecture ropma avadlable for use, but there i
room for more when we finally get rid of the Works
Department,

Many iHusteious Senior V'S manings, sull reguiring
1 Copy Typing gualification for “Chief)” may be seen
poring over typewriters In 4 vain endesvour 1o
persudde thetr “rheumaticy™ fingars to keep. time
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with the musc, and the baton waelded enthusiastically
by C.YS. Young {Brigham),

Since V.1 discovered 4 stock of unused discs and
decided 10 spend hes spare mdurents on duty days
recording the latest “juzz hits™ from Radio Luxem-
burg, the Copy Typing room bas increased in
popularity, and a cectain veperable C.C.O. who long
2o decided that he was "too old to start vow,” has
frequontly been observed speaking self-cofsciously
from the C.T. room aller & “jam' session.

Ihe current L. Tels. course No. |16 smred on
3k October, whilst No. 28 L, Sigs. course got under
way on fith November, Having now studed the
results produced by No, 14 und 28 L, Tel, und L./ Sigs
courses respactively, one can only reflect thar it is not
that the examinstions are hirdes, nor are the cand)-
dates less inseliigent, |6 is juss that woluntary bos
become “unfashiooable.” The mast valusble periods
of & course, whese moch was learned, weoze always
those evening hours, when with and withou! Instructor
the course gathered together 10 “swot™ and urgte.

Do we provide 100 mony distractions in the Rec
and TV huts? Is it that despite the new pay scheins
1t just 1 not worth @ lintle efont? Irsurely is not troe
that our future Leading Rutes cannof be bothered
to make any efort in their own Lims: and gxpect o
be passed hrough Lhewr examimations even f they
do not attain the standard laid down in ST, M,

Chatham sull tries 1o keep their end of “Wiex"
going, despite the ever-recurring dificulty of finding 2
team, particularly in the evenings, and a power cut
or two,

One loels that the expenence provided by this type
of excrcise is invaluable,

The first batch of R.F.R% revalled (o Seevice
recently completed n two-week refresher, and the
second batch are now engaged on o simidar pursuit,

We now await the influx of R.F.R. V'S and Coder
ratings for thelr annual ope-week training, and expect
to find some of these miings with us cach week unil
a1 Jeast next March,

During the Christmas Jeave “gulet period”™ we look
forward to repewing acquaintapee with the long-
holred O.D.'s of the Home Fieet during their beiwesn-
cruise refresher Coursed,

In the world of spoct the loss of .S, classes, our
present small numbers, and the machinations of
“Draltle"” combine 10 make the tusk of preducing
teams a constant  hesdache for “Schoolie,” who
nevertheless Contrives 10 Conjitro up the requsisite
aumber of plagers for our Wednesday fixtures, regard-
ey of confusion caused 10 the Instructional pro-
grumme, The only soccer win 10 the credic of Signal
School, Chatham, « far this season was against
R.AF., West Malling, away, who succumbed 1o the
tune of 3-0

As last year's bolders of the RNB, Knock-out
Socoer Sheeld; it was 3 birter blow 10 be knocked out
sclves in the first round (his year, particularly as cur
victors, the CP.Os team, numbered some Com-
municators among their players,

“"NO MORE BURNT FINGERS

AGILUX FLASHGUN has an automatic
flash bulb cjector, Just press the buttan
and out the bulb pops.

With an Agllux Flashgun photos ¢an be
taken anywhere and at any time, quletly
and with no mess at all,

Takes Speed Midget type flashbulbs and
uses three U.|| batteries, The connector
socket is designed for use with 2-pin
connectors,

Adaptors for bayonet, price /6.
FLASHGUN, Price £, 17. 6.

Unelaaive of A1)

Ujmm PURLEY WAY - CROYDON

A ssbudiary of Avronsuticer & Geeorrwd mervsats L
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With the sdvent of the R.F.R's, some of whom'

profess themselves willing to “make one™ I required,
we hope our sogcer results will now show o marked
improvement.

S0, looking forward 10 Christmas ourselves, our
thoughts g0 out to our fellow-Communicatars
throughout the world, and we take our Jeave of them,
until the pext isste of the Commumacatox, with the
time-honoured und sincere wish of a “Happy Christ-
mas and & Prosperous New Year,™

COOKHAMITE'S LAMENT

We used 10 catch the early tramn
From Chatham to the “Smoke."

Now we join the milling hordes
From Depot, if not broke.

If we're blue with cold and rain
Has put our suits in soak,

We now retire, neath wind proof boards,
And give non-existent fires 4 poke.

We used 10 sing of “Cookbam Fry,"”
Of dripping trees and rain.

But now, it is with many = sigh
We wish we were back agaln,

For here. although we're all well housed,
And life nppears much easier,

There's coughs and colds, and many a grouse,
That now our chests are wheezier.

For what with strikes and shoriages,
(Of fuel—coke and cosl),

Power cuts—those Nissen huts
Seeen much ' The Bester 'Ole™i1?

ANON.

Heand DURING THE L/TEL “Q" Procepuxe Exas,

“Please, sir! In gquestion 7, does AT, mean
ulternatively ™™

Stor Press

Yacancies for Ex-Communicatons oocur persodic-
ally at Garrison Point Signal Station, Sheerness,
Derrils can be obtained from Officer in Charge,
G.PSS.

ODD HAPPENINGS

The two Flag Licuenants (both qualified Signal
Officersy who had to rush up to Luscaris Signal
Siation to answer “'Surprise.” It was the same day
that Lascariy closed down V)S waich before the
first Summer Cruise. When they got there all they
received was T Q INT, Never has so much talent
run up those stairs so fast for so dittle . |

. . . -

‘The signalman (who shall be numeless) who wanted
1o dip the ensign 10 another British man-ofiwar,

R.N.AS. CULDROSE

Many new faces have urrived ot Culdrose since the
st item about this station was published in the
COMMUNICATOR,

Even the two Wren Tels photographed in the
Christmas  number, 1949, have gore “outside.”
In connection with these, it is quite true that a copy
of the photograph was sent to Macleans Taothpaste
Company, with the caption “Dad You Miclean
Your Tecth Today," complete with the topicat
answer, “We Fly To Do S0.™ We regret 1o say,
however, that the offer was rejected, but their
efforis were rewarded with & free sample tube ol
toothpaste, and 4 new toothbeush. (Budding Cover
Girls toke note.)

However, we wish ihem and all the other
“Comms,™ as we are known down lere, success
and happeness either in Civwy Streel or in their new
posts abroad, 10 which quite a few have been drafied
this year,

The Wren Telegruphists' ure zraduully  being
veplaced in our litle community by Wien Sigs.
trained in Yoice and D/F.

So fur we have Tound that the ~Buntings" aftee
about a week In the Control Tower fumiliarising
themselves with the “'procedure,” clc., used by the
“flying types,” can quite competently take over an
atreraft yoice chunnel,

Our alm s then to instul them [or tnuning with
an “old hand™ at the F,V.4 Hut (situaied about o
mile distant from the Coptrol Tower). There they
become fully acquainted wih the Aviator’s Quote
of “keeping your finger out™ when tryving 10 get
1t hearing of those modern jet aircraft.

We have experimented with one “guinea-pig"
Wren Sig. (not trained in Voice or D/F), and have
found that she has caught on very well with her
QG H ing

Unfortunately, we have not beéen so successful
with trying them at .22 rifle shooting. In the insce-
Part rifle competition, mired jeams are allowed,
and we (the males) belmve it should have read
“mixed targets,” judging by the results. However,
on 1he credit side, the mixed hockey teams do very
well.

Ihe other femule Conunuuv:utm, ke the Wren
Tels., are kept vary busy. The “Sips™ plodding through
piles of very dull and vninleresting aircralt siores
signals, and the “Switch/Ops™ plugging away from
“Airfield Open” o “Airfield Closed. eosing off
during the night when they have a chance 10 cool

A further commitment added 10 the Wren Sigs.
and due 10 the withdmwal of sezamen from the ststion,
is that of “Colour party.” This duty i performed
with the customary sodemmity and efficiency of the
Service,

The small male stalf we have has alse hod many
changes this year. The National Service boys are
filling the gaps, and no doubt like everywhere ese,
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We manage to get them tramed wn the peculiarrises
of a Naval Air Smovon, smd off they go, back 10
Civvy Street.

Generally speshimng, Culdroso has done (4 part
thes year. In spite of adverse flying weather we appear
10 have put in more fiying time tham any other YA S,
This includes. might flving which means, m 1the
summer expectally. loss of beauty sleep by the Wren
Tels,

It was grutifying 1o leurn, bowever, thil sonw of
the pilges who had been piven o “GO" by us, went
as far as Korea.

In closing we would Hke 10 jeproduce our master-
moece signal of the year, which we cull "A state of
pegation:—

TO  ILLUSTRIOUS INFO NAS CULDROSE  Fiost
ADMIRALLY. Youk 231052 und  Ase 2011805
NEITHER. 7O CLEDROSE. THE REQUIREMENT NO
LONGER FXISTS AND) THE PROPOSED VT M

CANCELLED,
-2T1759/Sept.,
REF | NOT HELD. ACTION & ANYONE.
The Season's Greetings 0 all Communicatons
evarywhere

R.N.S.S. DEVONPORT

Al the moment of putting pen 10 paper, It is
learned that Instr. Lseut. and Mrs, Morton have been
blessed by the advent of their firse chidd, a davgbier.
Our congratulations 1o them both

We welcome Mr. Stokes and Mr. Salter to our team
and bope that thelr stay will be happy und marked
with success.

Weather conditions in the West Counry have been
dgeplorable of late. At the moment though, we are
enjoying dry, crisp westher, Goodness knows we can
do with it.

Qur officer in charge recently decided 10 try out
his respirator, and expressed difficulty in breathing.
On examination it was found that he had left the
plugs in, Consequent upon this, we sent him to
Wembury (o do 2 week's A B.C.D. Coune.

Recentdy, un officer, unknown to him, said that he
thought Communications Lictiaenant Basil Grindell
{our Divisional Officee) was an ex-gunner doing a
gash job. Anyone who has seen and heard Lieur.
Grindell at Divisions will readily realise thut i1 was
not the expression “ex-gunnct™ which perturbed him,
but the “doing 2 gash job,”

A few woeks ago, dunng our Weit Country
surnmer, the North Cone was hoisted. In the first
dog watch i signal was received cancelling the North
Cone and ordering the South Cone o be hoisted.
Some minuses later the Duly Officer was confronted
by a very harassed signalman, who said that he could
not find the South Cone,

One question on the last Leading Tels. “O"
Crypto paper was “How would you indicate 1+ the
addressecs that 0 messuge presiously went o them by
your ship had been encrypted with the worrect

page of the tible” One answer subimtted was “'Send
a delivery group '™

FLANLS. "Tane™ Trils

During Ociober we have been uctively engaged in
wircless traks with H.M.S, Towe. This ship, which has
Just compieted a  Jong-term  modernisationlarge
cegaur, has been fitted out in Devonport Dockyurd
as & Wircless Headquarter ship. This means that all
bet trunsmirters (and she has 14) wre capu e of being
rerote controlled from o nearby receiving station
on a V.HUE link, Briefly, there are the four Type
682y W the receiving statkon and four assocanied
receivers in Tywe. Theee of these eguipments are used
for voiwe circunts and coatral any three of Teme's
transmintters, While the fourth cquipment, by means
of Y.F. (voice frequencyi channelling egquipment,
can control 12 morse or T/P circunts ssmultancously.
A S R.F. were copducting the trals and ised RNS S
Vicarage Road a8 the nearby receiving station. The
682" were landed and set up in the TP Room, and a
team of experts buzzed around while we flupped keys,
thumped telcprinters, tatked for bours Into micro«
phones, and tried to make ourselves genernlly useful,
On more than one occasion, the pleasures of Wiex
had to be foregone in the iMerests of the tnals, bue
we tried 10 bear this for the good of the Servics,
It scemed 10 be 8 wrifle obsiinate ut first, and abl
these Morse/ TP channels did not seem (o realise
thaut they were supposed (¢ confing their activityes 10
a channel 120 oy wide, At least s0 the experts said,
But came the day when they were all smiles and sand
quite Joucly “All send,” rather like the water polo
yeferes shouts “All swim.™ T/P's and Morse Keys
hammered away, and in the Witex room the resclts
emanating from Tywe's aeriaks were adjudged to be
what had been seni from the TP room.,

Way down here- a far-ltung putpost of the Home
Station—rumours of another change in the Signal
Books are wickling throagh-—any comments?

The Establishment has now entered & team in the
Plymouth and District Table Tennis League, 50 far
it has mel with average suicess. RONSS. Sports
Teams are mecting with very creditable success in
Soccer and Rugger, and are top of the United
Services Hockey Leagus,

In conclusion, au revair Coowmunicators, 1 Merry
Christmas and 4 Happy and Prospeross New Year
1o all

R.N.AS. “EGLINTON"

It is o templation to start this artkde by siying
samething about the weather here at Eglinton, but
everyone must have heard the “buzz™ by now,
Unusual though it may be, we have had a wonderfully
sunny, though cold, spell of late, and with the abund-
ance of red berries on the holly, the local population
1ed] us thot we are in for a “brave winter,™

The station task on paper does not Jook as impres-
sive it some, but the Air Anti-Submarine School has
Just sarted, and from here @iy all the future A'S
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crews of the Navy; piiots and obdervers doing their
post-graduste training side by side in the Sird
Training Air Groug. in additon, 815, the kst front-
line Barracuda Sspuadron, provide A/S air patrols for
tke Joint AJS Schoolat Lendonderry, For these com-
matments, 12 bays are required I the C.R.R, 80d we
find It difficult on occamons to steeich gur com-
mutncations complement o man all the chunnels
pecessary; particularly when carriers wre Operating
in the vinity. :

Our statf consists mamiy of W.R.IN.S, who man the
Commumcation and Ly channels and the M .S.0.
Recent ammvals imclude Signal W.R.NS. truned in
D/F, and the M.S.0O, frequently finds ttself providing
hands for the D/F and voice chunsels in the C R
Fortunately, attached to B1S Squadron are a number
of Telegtuphisis “F,'" who, in addition 1o flying
duties, help us out by manning bays in the CR.K.

Occasionally the W.R.NS. have the oppartunity
of Nying und expericocing the dbcuities of com-
munication whilst airborne. Wise W.R.INS, abways
save paper bags for these Irips, as the penaity for
disgracing oncself over a parachute i 55,

AS the Safety Lane for aircraft letting down in bad
weather is only 10 degrees, being tlanked by the hiils
of Donegal on one side, and & targe forbidding hil,
called Hen Twitch, O the Other, Our £ 15 corry u great
responubility,

To reach one DIF, situated in a nearby ficld. ong =
forced to “wallow™ in Inches of mud und face the
hazards of u vanety of farmyard animels [t is said
that two oflicers visiting 1his stie were very frightersd
until they saw the W R.N.S, feed & young bull and
stroking its nose, The other D/F ontopof Kullylane Hill
is manned by the only malke tefegraphists on the station,

The heawiest comtnitrment of the Sigan] W.H.NS,
Is the Telephone Exchaange, where strong wrisis
and o mind good at mental gymnastics are regquired 1o
cope with calls during pesk peraods, when the F.H.X,
board 5 4 mass of cords It is difficult to undersiand
why the operators still enjoy knitting when they nre
off waich,

Two Chikel Aircraft Handlers (ex-Chicf Yeomen)
hiave been observed 10 wince as Barrucudas bave thun-
dered past, screnming “Corpen Palee Sturbosrd Go.™

In conclusion, Christras tuckeys are plenuful in
this district, bul it 15 necessary fof you 10 place an
order before this goes to prind.

R.N.A.S. LOSSIEMOUTH

With the passing of summer—did it ever arrive?-
and winter just around the comer of the nebrest
distillery, the fact that Lossie will s00n cease
(temspocanly?) to be the only RN, master drome
(54750 refers) Jooms ominousty.

Early in the New Year when funways, €l are to be
repuired, the male species of the sinff ure “shifting
bidlets™ to the neighbouring site at Milliown to
optrate the hnes of Lo all-weather droae.

Lossie, however, is pot to close down, for the
“dear Iadies™ of the stafl under the guidmg bandy of

the S5.C.O., Li. Cdr, Robertson and Chief P.O. Tel.
Hartlett, are to remain in their centrally heated offices
and hold the fore by manning distress frequencies
and otber chanmels that may be called for.

Many fuces have come and gome of late, due to
drafiing commitments, One of the first 0 go was
Mr. R. W, Evans, AS.CO., who left us to join
H.MS. Jamalea out in “you know where,” P.O. Tek
Osborre had 10 go (excess of complement) and the
lutest news vin bush telegraph is that be.is one of the
fortumtes 1o join, Superd for the twelve-month
comumission m the land of pleaty. Others oo
numerous to name have Oeparted from Lthe fold,
but to one and all we wish a good “commish™ and a
speedy return (o ration allowance.

Mr. Swanson, C.CO., has assumed AS.C.O%N
duties vice Mr. Evans and iy now pescefully seitled
In: we have even induced him 10 play hockey for the
Davision, shihough 1 believe it was againse his better
Judgment,

In the inte-Divisional sponing events we have,
congidering our numbers, carried on e narkably well,
At crcket we were finally placed third after a disas-
trous start, whide al the ume of writing the soocer
und hockey teams are holding their own.

Inline with other N.AS.'s we have opened our arms
to the first of the Signal Wrens, and although only
four i number o present, they will eventually
comipare with the Wren Spurkess in numbess, The
ulthrale alm i for them 1o man (or is it woman) the
D/F sites and voice channels,

OF our larsst newcomers two are Fleel Reservists,
recalled for the emergency period, having been
civvies for five years they were ot 2 1oss when first
confronted with new procedures, but now they are
resigned Lo the foct that “AS" replaces *Q" and X279
und X291 gre pul, they are emerging from the darkness
of the WS L

Being what we are and entitled ro the occasianal
“drip.,” we would inform sny future draftee that we
wre =0l without “rickier,™ and althoogh we trust this
ruling will soon be altered, we advise uny would-be
newcomers to bring their Tull ration with them.

To all Communicators everywhere, a Merry Christ-
mas fram the atafl' a1 RINJALS, Lossiemouth.

“Er, Chicf, didn't you tell this chapphe | wus
visiting the statipn?
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ACCORDING TO

MSYLE

VALY :

I never attempled to broaden my mund
With Eddington, Russell and Jeuns:
'The new relativity leflt me behind
(Though four people know what it means).
I nlways regarded with loathing and dread
The nebular spectra that shift 10 the red.
And yet | felt perfectly happy when Fred
Was spilling the beans

1 thought 1t was Dixon agam on ¢l & air
Persuasive and friendly and shy.

But soon be was tactfully telling me where
Cosmologists blundered, und why.

Then gently withdrawiog the boles and the bues
That kept me from Venus and Saturn and Mars,

The sun and the moon and the utiermost sEars,

He showed mie the sky.

Explaming whence all (he ingredicnts came.
And where they ire still coming from,

He led me through chaos, collison and fame,
Then smowthly restored my aplomb

By hinting that Cambridge could hardly defend
The view that our planst will coame 10 an end

Whenever our cousing decide to expend

A byvdrogen bomb.

I vavelled with giaxses fasier than Light,
Andd gathered that science will never

Discover the cause of their hurry. in spae
Of endless research and endeavour;

That rew-harn creutions, appearing in pisce
Of vanished outsiders, are joining the race

And faster and faster through infinite space

Wilt furtle for ever.

And, hearing of neitlwer beginning nor end,
No cloe as to Nature's infentions.
No hint of 2 universe duilt o6 the bend.
Or ssmilar crazy conventions,
I wondered what purpose had ever besn served
Hy saying that time had contracted or swerved,
That space, though unbounded, was finite and curved,
In thirteen dimensions

He spoke with the charm of 4 Wells or o Verne,
The logxe and thrill of u Doyle.

And though | have been so unwilling to burn
My quantum of middie-watch ol

That (since they depend on 3 forthcoming quiz)
My stars are receding as swiftly as his,

1'm plossed with my Liniverse. Just as it 3,

According to Hoyle

1o (Tel. W.RN.5)

MATTERS EDUCATIONAL

There is still moch apathy among Communications
ranngs concerning opportunities 1o prepare for snd
1o sit Educational Test One, with the result that
advancement is often delayed. A voung Signaiman
or Telegraphist seldom needs much instruction to
cnable him to pass this simple test in Arithmetic
und English, but us the years drift by, school woek s
soon forgotien, and the older man often finds bhe has
10 start agamn from the very beginning. This Is one
of the cases where the slogan “po IT NoWw™ I8
Approprusie.

For the benefit of adult entries—exemption from
this vest may be grunted 1o holders of a Matriculntion
or School Certiicute, or the equivalent. Te enable an
application to. be forwarded to the Admirally,
& naw only necessary 10 prodoce such & certificate
10 the Seniwr TInstrucior Officer of the ship or
estahlishment.

» . L L

As was advised in an eartier edition of these notes,
& number of potential candidates for C.C.O. haw
taken Magretium and Electricity as one of the
optional subjects in the Higher Educational Test
Same of the suocessiul students of this subject based
their preparation aimost entizely on the notehooks
compited during their early education in the Boys'
Training Establishments.

. - . -

Enquirics are freguently received  [rom  Com-
municators, past and present, o matlers conceming
civil employment, particularly in radio. One recent
corresponklent,  desaribing an  iterview  with &
prospective emplover, repocted that the first gquestion
was “What educational qualifications have you in
racdio?" There i& pot the slightest doubt that o
ohtain o good technical or engineenng jod in industry
or under a Government department, § man must be
able to compete 0n Jevel terms with those traived in
cwvil life.  As far as paper qualifications are cone
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cerned, this is oot as diffcult as it sounds, bat it
scemns that very few naval welegraphists are aware of
the civilian qualfications for which they wre eligible,
or which of them are necessary for various types of
work,

For would-be Radio Officers in Merchant ships,
or operators in shore stations, one or more of
the Postmaster General's Cenificates of Compesency
must b obtamed, No exempiions dre oblain-
able for naval training. and the Regulations and
full details are set out in an official publication,
Nores for WIT Opermsors Working  Installutiony
Licenved by the Postoaster General. This is published
by HM.S5.0,, price about ninepence, and may be
obtamed direct or tirough any bookselles. It |\ Also
held in ships and naval establishments as B.R, 168,

Under curfent cegubations, 1t hus been found
impracticible 1o hold either the examinations or
courses ol instructioa under Service urmangements.
Suttable coures are beld in 0 number of authorised
covidinn wireless schools, and Last about 4 year for the
average nuval candidate, Information as to any
possible finuncial assistance may be obtained during
reemingl leave from the ResetUement Advice Officer
of the Minntry of Labour und National Service,
whose address is obtainable from local Employment
Offices.

For those who wsh to qualify for technicu! posts
m the dio industry, certificates are awarded by the
Ciey and Guilds of Londos lasiitute in Tele-
communications Engineering. There are severa] grades
in the alficd subjects of Telecommunications Prin-
ciples. Radio, and Mathematics for Teleoommunica-
tions, The papers may be taken one o more af & tims
in any naval ship o7 establishment, and the complete
exammution (s expected to be spread over a period of
five years. Cerlnin correspondense courses, for the
lower grades, are availabie through EV.T, officers,
and the examinations ure definiiely open 1o ull,
wrespective of the branch of the Service. Some
confusion has acisen over this point. because certain
Naval correspondence courses nre limited 1o the
Electrical Branch, but this does not apply to the
courses supplied by the Army Educational depart-
ment g5 above, For the higher grades, Wt is usuully
necessary 1o consult civilian correspondence schools,
bot some financial assistance. is wsually available
through ENV.T. officers.

Although there are not many Commimicators who
wish to take up o career in Radio Serviding worek,
the Intermediate examination of the City and Guikis
Institute in this subject is open to Officers and rutings
whe qualificd for W'T 2 {Higher) belore 15t January,
1947, up to coe year after release from the Navy.
Those who ure successiul may proceed 10 the Finul
Examination afler o specified persxl of full-time
employment in the trade. Private study is usually
sufficlent for those who have satisfactorily compicted
the very comprebensive cousse qualifying for the
former status of W/T 2, but most Technicnl Schaals
ashore hold esening clusses which cover the sylisbus

of the Intermediote and Fuol examinutions.

The first step towirsds atiaining full professional
status a5 an Engincer (including general Eloctrical
Enginesting and the more speciulised Radlo Engineer-
mg) is to pass or obtam exemplion from the Comumon
Preliminary Examination of the foint Examinations
Board of the varlous Engineering  lnstitutions.
Exemption from this examimation may he grantsd
to those successful in certain paval examinations,
among which are;

(@) Dartmoath passing-oul examination;

(h) the Higher Educational Test, if it ingludes a
pass: in Geaernd  Knowledge,  Practical
Mathenmtles, Mechanis and Magnstism
and Electricity;

ic) the Forces Preliosnary Examination, with
Englissh, Mathematics and Gensral Know-
ledge in Part I, and Natural Scicoces and
Additional Mathematics in Pare 11,

11 Is pechaps not sufficiently widely known that
there are numerous technical posts available in the
radio industry, from time to time, for which properly
qualified women are even more suitsble than men.
It would be encournging to find that Wren Com-
municatons were tuking an Infterest In  proparing
themselves for a carcer on leaving the Service. fn
view of modern tendencics, it is surprising that so
few women mako the effort 10 effect this form of
insurance ngainst the chances and mssfortunes
which may well beset even the most fortunately
srtuated of daughiers and wives.

AR L

GREATER COMFORT IN REFITTED
CRUISERS

Thees cruisers of the Royal Navy, the Swiftswee,
Caylon and Gambin, ave completed refit for service
with the Fleet. During these reflie o number of
amenities for the comfort and convenience of ships'
compunies have been installed,

Galleys and bakeries are now albelecine, and
refrigerated stowuge for fresh fruit and vegetables is
being arranged In the Gambin and the Ceyvion
Drnking-water coolors have been instalied and the
canteens equipped with the ice<cream soda fountain
bars,

Ships’ company bathrooms have been fitted out
to the lutest standards, including the fitting of
stainless-soeel wash-basing, cach with hot and colt
water supply, und with shaving light and mirror over
cach basin. A number of shower-baths have beon
provided. Laundries have been extended and brought
up to date, and are capable of handling most of the
ship's company wash, A roomy cinema 5 provided
i each ship, as well as on inteenal broadcasting
system over which programmes can be relayed direct
10 MESK SPaces,
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THE SAILOR’S TEN COMMANDMENTS

1. Thou shall not scrounge. nesther shalt thou
swing the lead, lest thy resting plsce be the decp
witters upon which thou sail.

2, Thou shalt not take the name of the Fetty Officer
i vain of thou shalt have thy name inscribed upon
the books of the First Lieutenant and shalt embark
upon a course of chokey.

3. Honour the Master-at-Arms and RPO. ull
the days of thy service, that thy credits Fe numbered
even as the fishes below thee

4, Thou shalt not il thyself to overfiowing with
beet, or by Royal Warrant thou shalt fose much of
thy pay, and the Master-at-Arms shalt number
thee amongst ki ock, for it in written that be who
drinketh to oxcess shall paint the mast.

5. Six days shalt thou labour and on the seventh
thou shalt do twice as much.

6. If it comes 10 pass that thy zeal and the sweat
of thy brow cuuse mention of thee in the wardroom.
and thou art elevated to the dizzy heights of A B,
To! thou shalt present thy humble body o1 thy dwelling
place und shall crave that thy messmates accepl
sippers of thy tot all round,

7. Thou shult pot 1ake unto thysel! thy comrades”
Kit, peither shalt thou borrow when the owner thereod
5 not present or thy sing will be visited upon thee
by the qusckness of the hand that blackethk the eye,

8. Thou shalt not fritter away thy worldly goods by
playing Crown ond Anchor kst the avenging voke
of the R P.O. be heand 10 say “Render unto me the
names and let thy money remain where it Leth."”

9, Thou sholt not kil if the Petty Officer grieveth
Lhee. Thou shalt not smile kim aeither shall thoo sling
him aver the side. Thou shalt 20 unto the head man
and crave sudience with him and ser forth thy
grievance with much wiailing and gnashing of teeth.
He shull open his mouth and words of wisdom shall
flow forh and next time it shall be even twice as bad,

10, And when o shall come 10 pass that thou
nas! finished thy time, thou shalt embark vpon the
walers and journey thereon until thou reachest the
fand of Blighty. Theee thou shalr take thyself strange
garments and shall be known as o civvy in the land,
und thou shalt study the dole and the drawing thersof,
and so for many years thou shalt take it casy and rest
from thy labours.

AMen

KNOCKCR WHITE

l TATTOOING |

[IADEES HAIRDRESSER




122 THE COMMUNICATOR

MEDITERRANEAN

On this station we are unable (0 offer any compets-
pon jo the Far East for operationul excitement,
but the past few months have aot lacked interost.
The last commentary wos writton as the Forst Sammer
Cruise was beginning. Since thea the fieet has been
almost continsously on the mose,

During both the First und Secand Summer Crueses,
the Commander-insChicf has flown his flag in
H.M.S. Ganmbla, the sl being accommopdaied n
Goembiy and Sweprive, Ports valted during the First
Summer Cruise included  Alexandria, Sald,
Beirut, Arhens, Farmagusta, snd Kyrenia, all except
the lust two beng formal wviita. At Alexundra it
seemied stranye 10 some of us 10 fAind the signal
stathon nt Res-eb-Tin, with which we wete able 1o
maintain very effective VIS Communicution, now
maned by the REN. These were ulsd o numbee of
Exgyptian men-of-wur in the harbour, all of whom flew
the international code signal "Wekome™ an we
entersd hacbour,

From Berut., numbers of people went oo un
cxcursion o Damascus o Ba'aibzk, bath of which
places were full of (nterest, the enormaas desid ruins
ol the old Roman Heliopodix, or 1he uncient, narrow
und very mush alive sirests of the old part of
Dumascun,

At Alhens where we met units ol the Gresk Navy
anchored (n Phaleron Bay, we were jomed by Ghwy
weitring the flag of F.O. Air, and the Third Destroyer
Flatilla. " The latter hud just arnved fromy Istanbul
und appeared 10 have erjoyed it greatly,

Afier this-very intensive five days’ visit to Athems,
the entire: fleet congreguted i Marmarice  Bay,
Tuckey, for the annusl pulling Regatta. The two
New Zealand frigates Taupo and Howea, on exchinge
duty with 1wo Royal Navy frigates, had very recently
arrived on the station, und Tawmw distingunhed hesself
by winning the Destrover Command Cock. Phoehe
won the Group | regatta. The entire Turkish fleet
wis also present, incloding the bartleship  Yewus
(ex-Goehen), a number of Botish and American
built destrayers, and munesweepers and submarines,
On the last day of the regamu they chalienged the
British feot 1o o roce, which they won with case, The
Taupw's crew was first of the two British bouts, but
i spise of gallant efforis came In after both 1he
Turkish boals

The first Summer- Cruse finished with 4 week's
weupon trosning off Cape Arnouti In Cyprus,

During August the Communder-n-Chief, ftuliun
flect, visted Mabm, fiying his flag in the batteship
Doria, and acoompansed by four anti-suhmanne
vessels who had come for training in British methods,
The Italians appesied very Koen und quek to leaen
and were most co-operative. Although rather shory
of VH/F setx, muoch of their ather wissless equipment
vompared favourably with our ows.

The fleet wailed for the Second Summer Cruise at

the beginning of Scptember, the Commanderin-Chief
once again Rying his flug in Ganibia, After a short
vislt to Toorming, Guudis and Grnvelines Visied
Tamnto where we renewed our scquaintancs with
the Iestian Navy, Several units of the flest paid
visits to the Riviera during tha crusse. the First
Cruiser Squadron, less Guumbia, spending twelve
Jdays there,

Gamie anid Surprise spent 8 week at Anzio in late
September, whenee large numbers visited Rome, and
some were reacived In dudience by His Holiness the

Al the beginning of Ociober, the flect returned 10
Maltz for 2 chart exercie conducted by *'Comaixtuak«
fleot™ and demonstrutions, with the US.S. Coluwdug,
Midway, Dermines, the Nalan Cralser Abruzzi, and
many smaller  Amencan - and French  ships, The
Commander-m-Chied in Gumbi with the st DF,
and  Vign pad o Ave-Gay yoid t0 Trieste during
Ouipber, Flag Officer Destroyees fiying his feg n
Chicftam. All concerned were well enlertained by
the army, who had made excellent and detailed
artuagements for the visit

We are sorry 1o 5oy good-bye 10 the two Kiwi
fmgates. Tougw and Haowea, who have just left for
New Zealand on completion of their tour of exchange
duty, Not only did they distingueh themsolves in the
sporting world, bat it was a grear pleasure to have
themy working with us,

There have beeo lewer exchanges of personalities
i the Communicotion world out here than osoal,
and 10 avold masing out anyone. | om taking the easy
course of naming no one.

Perhaps one of the more unnesving incidents during
the lass cruiss wiy the expenence of S.CO. 1o Flag
Officer Destroyers, sailing past Gamiia's quarterdeck
in a2 yacht one Saturday aftenoon ut Triesie: While
muking o casual semaphore message (O soneone oa
the guanerdedk, he found he was being read by no
less than seven Communicatson officers, all of whom
were 0n the guarterdeck at the time, The semaphore
wits ull cight but the spelling was decidedly shaky!
To thowe who ure about o splutter the siee of
Commaunication staifs on the station, | must add
that not all those officers were InJCommunication
APPOINIMants.

R.N.AS. HAL FAR

The OM Timers spent the summer telling us that it
has begn & much hotter one than wual. We were
inclied to ugree und donged foe the cool weather to
arrive, '

Now that winter has come, and. at the time of
writing. we are still In tropical tig. we realise that the
simener was extremely pleasant after ull. **Not oo
hot, not 100 cold. hut just sight," does not apply
to the weather, nor 1o the Nissn huts i which we
tive (thus keeping up an old Communicater’s tradis
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a1, do we hear romours of new Srfcd bulldings at
M.

It scems that the eotire staff at Hal Far (with the
exception of the Officers) will be relieved by Wiers
early m 1951 We can assure them thut they will
thoroughly enjoy the fife out here, and we are all
Jooking forward 1o ther arrival-—-all, that is, except
possibly thaose whotty they will refieve. The Wrens'
quartces will be in the building at Kalafrana which
until recently has been the shore Headgueriers of
Flag Officer (Air) Maditertaresn, Redecoration is
now in progress, and the quarters will undoabrediv
be the most palatial 1n the jskand.

On the occatron of i recent Hal Far wedding we
nearly focgot to howt 2 garland. Quick work on 1he
hashes in the middie of the best Wanlroom fNlowerbed
won praduced 3 présentable article, which the S.C.0,
procesded to haist. ¢ was hardly up befors the Duty
Petty Olficer und & party of Leading Patrolmen arrived
and suggested that he shoukl “vease skylarking and
remove this obker,™ After rther o difficolr faw
minutes be was finnlly saved from arresr by the
arrival of a number of other people who managed 10
persuade the Duty PO, thut this rezlly was an old
Nival custom. In future this haaardous operation
will be left to the duty Signalman,

The main excitement during rthe summer has been
an excurson ioto the desert By the §.C.0, and half
the s1aff, for the petiod of the Fleet exervises at the
end of the Firss Summer Cruise,

The Medierranean Fleef, ecorting 4 convoy
from Alexapdrin 1o Malta, was liable to attack
by the L'S, Sixth Flees, based in the Acgean, Naval
and RAF. airemfl were 10 be operaied from El
Ademn, some sinteeny miles wouth of Tobruk, o
provide fighes cover for the convoy and long-cange
reconmissance und strikes dgainst the Americans,

The Naval party from Hal Far was 19 set up an
HI!F statiofi at Bl Adem 10 provide links with Maita
{AC.H.Q) and the Fleet, and with the jong.range
airerafs.

We 100k four mobile vans, mounted on what must
have been the most ancient lorries the Deockyard
could lay their hands on, and sowing two dicsel
traders. Four relegraphists, only one of whom had
ever driven before, had 10 be truined up in the space
of three weeks 10 dnive the vehicles

The vans, when mounted on (helr “prime moyess™
{the correct ferminology for “larry™ apparently),
look top heavy even when standing still on flat
ground—(rying 10 get then) up and down 1he ramps
nto the LS.T. which was 10 take us across (H.M.S.
Messimay, with gallant but very inexperienced drivers,
tuened quite o lew haies grey, 11 was worse &t Tobruk
where there was an appreciable drop from the end
of the ramp 1o the feity, However, nothicg actually
overturned and we quickly set off for El Adem,
steering by the sun.

The convoy came to an abrupt standstill after only
a few hundeed yards when fuced with o Jorey tvelliog
in the oppasite direction which refused to get out of

the way. Aller edging cach other further and further
into the desert, we realised that perbaps we should
1y deiving on the night, instead of the Jefi as in Malta,
After this we got on famously for eight miles or so,
until two Sosries boiled and had 1o be replemshed
from our water bottles

On top of the platesu south of Tobruk we met a
strong coal wind, which promptly blew the roof
off one of the (ransmitter vans. The rest of the
Jouroey was uneventful, The iast ten miles of the
road are nearly dead struight through dull brown
serub, relieved only by o few burnt-our wrecks of
vohicles, a tangle of telephone and barbed wire,
and Jiterally thousands of rusty petrol cuns, An
oceasional Arab still prowls wroond, with a comed
ocn dunkcy on the end of & pacce of rope. apparently
engnged in looking for any oseful pieces of baoty,
and obtivious of the fuct thut soones or later he will
probably tread on a land mine.

The airfiedd is well patronised by both Civil and
Service planes em tovere to and from the Middle Ease,
and has grown to quite 2 sizeable-encumpment, We
were well accomanodated in the passengers’ quarters,
the S.CO. Imdmng Bimseld in the lady passengess'
block. He was no doubt disappointed when he
discovered later that his neighbours in the same block
were Mosquito pilors and not Alr Hosiesses

While exercising with the masts ut Hal Far, trying
vamly to drive securing stakes into Malta rock, we
told ourselves st would be very different in the desert,
Sovely sand, just right for that kind of thing, We were
soon disllusioned, being faced with six inches of dry,
dusty sand which would not support o pencil, and
then wolid, mmpenctruble rock, Afier jhree hours'
work we bad bent most of our stakés and ochieved
nothing, After 4 mea! and & rest we tried again, and
gradually found o few soft spols, though they were
anything but satisfactory. The first seventy-cight foot
st wiss sery pingerly erected without any mishaps,

Sharily after this the S1atson Commander galioped
up on his horse 10 e fow we were gelting on,
He was sultably impressed that we had got the mast
up at ail, but prophesied that it would blow down
in the night, In view of the gale that was 1hen blowing
{and stems 1o blow almest continuouily in the desert)
this would not have surprised us at all, but it was still
standing when we turned out next morning, and the
second mast and the gecials were soon up.

The exercise Heell wias the easiest part of the
operation from our paint of view, and we just
seitled down 1o & swody watch-keeping routine.
The receivier van was sited alongssde the operations
room, und whepever the tefegraphist on warch began
recelving 4 “Help™ message from the Fleet, be
umply yelled “Help'” through the window, an Army
officer (0 gunner peesumably) fired o green Very
Light, and @ Might of Yampires 100k off. Any further
details were passed (o them in the air. The fact that
they sometimes reached the convoy Just us the eoemy
planes were withdrawing after their uttack, was asally
due 10 the convoy being anything up to 90 miles
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down the coast, and only ance o the gunner being
away at his lunch,

Numesous V.LPs. enlivened the proceedines by
visiting the station during the exerclse, One came
and had a quick look ut us. After studying the vehicles
(painted the usual Navy blue with RN, on the sides).
and the tclegruphists in white tropcal rig. he asked
il we were un RAF. party. On being told we were
Naval and provided the wirekss link with Malza,
he nodded wisely und exclaimed “Oh, V. H/F™" We
heard Jaser that on hit way home his aeroplane force
lunded in the desers, and he had 1o spend the night at
some remote air stop, Regretably, even the Navy's
V.H/F could not help him m this predicament.

The exercise ended all too gusckly, and we then bhad
about three hours 10 dismsntle everything and get
back to Tobruk and embark before dark. What goes
up must come down, and the truth of this was amply
demonstrited while lowering (he masts. Before they
were half-way down the ground beoke up, the stakes
puliedd out, and gravity did the rest. This speeded up
the operation considerably—in fact, we are consider-
ing volunteering s a Communications Field Gun
Crew at the next Roval Tournament B H K

SIGNAL TRAINING CENTRE,
MALTA

The long Mediterranean summer officially ended
today, st October, with the resumption of *“Blues.™
Heru, it need hardly be explained, we refer 10 weaning
apparel and not 1o the nutonu! beverage, Tha drop i
temperzture occurred 30 suddenly that many of the
natives were taken unaware, and o fair amount of
good-humoured badinsge passed between the full-
bourgers and the luncheon members, a8 the Intter,
many of whom were still shivermg. in “tropiculy™
foot having read their morning peporals), emerged
from the anceent poctico of Ricasoll

The extent of our activities here, somewhat limised
during the summer months through the absence of
our wa-going chientele, have rapidly broodensd since
the return of the fleet, and at the present time we
have almost o full houss, Recent short courses in-
cluded halfadozen ratings from Hes Majesty’s
Pakistan ship Tippw Sidran, whose 7ea! and high
standard of peacical efficiency. reflected great credit
on their own training organisstion, and mcidentally
showed up a number of our own personnel in i very
poor light. The guestion muy well be asked why o
many of our Communicators fail 1o atfain or to
mamtain their practical standards; the answer suiely
must be that the importnce of steady proficiency
in practical signalling ut wil times is not sufficiently
sressed. and in consequence the doily round of
exercises (5 (00 often regurded as u beustly hore,
instead of proving & daly occasion for  healthy
competition and individual prowess, But pechaps
this 5 o meiancholy & theme for the Christmas
number, so let us change the subject.

During the summer months thore was plenty of

bealthy exercise for those who sull possessed a
reserve of hoiler power after the fatigee of clissroom
and daily round of duty. The lure of the Lido, boat
sailing and cricket all uttructed a large followmg,
and the boundless energy displayed by many indivi-
duals was amazing. Cricket practice-at the pets as
well a5 friendiy nnd inter-Part games often continued
Jang after the shost twillght had faded.

With return @f cooler weather, hawever, saccer
and hockey have come into their own, calling for
many a soup decision oo the parl of Mr. Johnson,
between the rival clamms of backward buzzer and the
mee-Part league.

Our training stal) has undergone o considorable
number of changes in recent months, Incloding the
relief of the §,T.C. “"Schoolle,” Instructor Lieutenant
Whituker, in mid-July by Instructor Liesitenant
Winterbottom, late of Cookham; the former has
now returned o the “heavy™ side of Colime woud,
Other armivals and  departures  include:—C Y S,
Hording vice Fowles (1o UK), C.YS. Giddings
vice Serford (r0 UK., C.Y.S. Fisher to Mala MS.0,,
CPO, Tel. Hodge from Rinells W'T. CRE
Burbidge from Mercw:

While welcoming the recent arnvils we thke sad
leave of our old team mates who did such valmant
waork here through the difficult post-war period.

SECOND MINESWEEPING

FLOTILLA

News of the 2nd M.S.F. has not uppeared in the
Cosme SIcaToRr for some considerable time. bat this
munt not dead you 1o bolieve that we have not been
doing our stff out here in Greek waters.

Last year the Bolilla conzssted of seven Algerines
und three “Isles™ class Danliyers under the leadership
of Captain K.Me. N. Water, RN, an ex-
Cammunicator, und with Capuain  Blondel! s
Second-inCommand, Since the end of last year,
however, we have been reduced 10 four H.M. ships,
Fierce, Chameivon, Plwcky and Riffernan, and at the
end of March Captain N. A. Copeman, RN,
took the reins, but in spite of the smallness of both
the fotills and (he ships, we remain the only opera-
tional minesweeping fotilla,

As those of yoo who have been In sweepers will
know, the governing factor for pesce time clearance
swoeping @ the weather, since any mine swepl must
be sunk; so for the Mst three months of (he vear
we reenaingd inownd around Malta doing occasional
exercises with the flect, Then at the beginning of April
we salled for Salenika 1o commence o twelve-woek
cycle. During this peried we were ably assisted in oar
task by four Greck GY.MS, rogeiher with two
Greek Algerines, H H M.S. Navmachas and Polemistiy,
which lad previousdy worked up with us in Malt

Throughout the cyche we always worked a five-day
week which sounds rather cushy, but we invatiably
got undec weigh at 0615 and in the cvening our
anchors often went down, with the sun ¢lose 10 the
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foot of M1, Olympus, Week-enids were spent lter-
nately st Salonika and some unbeard-of-place such as
Vromoskaln or Toroni Buy. The Communicutions
stufl, especkally the Buntings, had 1o work very nearly
witch on stop on, bécause apart from the usual
fiag-wagging there were thres voice circuits 1o keep
going The Greek Algerines weee eoch fent o Lda,
Sig- plus one, and the G.Y.M.S. one Sig., and these
chaps did i really first-class job; the extra staff was
scrounged  from the “'Big-Ships.” The week-gnds
awny from Saloniky were spent o varlous ways,
such as imprompty pulling regattas, boxing competis
tions, etc,, with plenty of swimming and sailing,
and last dut not lewst & beersbar whs St up on the
beuch. Salomkd docs not possess many amenit
but during our last week-end we lad on a combi
searchlight (X . S.P) and pyrolechnic display
which went down very well,

On oar way back to Malta, utf the beginmng ol
June, we spent 4 most enjoyable four days at [xmir,
having dipped out on the First Summer Cruise with
the resmainder of the Fleet.

At the end of June we set off with the Farrk,
2nd F.F. and four submarines on 4 conyoy exorcise
on our way 1o Navurin for the Minesweepers” and
Submirives' Regatta, This was won by Flerce which
heat Placky by one polat. After fout days the whole
force went 0 Marmarice for the Group [ and [
Regattas, Coasidering their size. the swespers did
sery well in the Group 1 Regatta, Flerce benting 1wo
destroyers in the agereaate scores.

From Marmarice the Fleet went off to enjoy them-
selves while we went to Malta and dev-dock for a fort:
pight: but we were quite chummy with three off
s squeezed into one dock. Chamwleon remaining
alongside.

The end of July saw s ot seu aguin, but tids nunse
mamly for pleasure. We visied Leghorn, Rapalio
and Genoa, came back to Malta for a short defence
exercise; we then went o0 1o Tricste und Venice
and a1 the beginning of Seplember arrived at Corfu
where we met up with opr old friesds, Narmackos,
Polemiztis and the G.YMS. During the lass half
of September we were sweepmng this lime in the
vicinity ol Pateas,

By the beginning of Octobes we were back in Malts
and did our stuff during the “Ever-Ready™ demons
strations, by sweeping n speciullylaid  exercise
mineficld, the mines creating & cloud of evil-smelling
smoke when detonated,

Since then the Boulla’s Inspoction has been curried
out; during this the Communication stalfs were given
AR maneer of evolutions 10 perform, amongst the
turmoil of smoke bombs and the saell of eegs being
{ried on the lower boom.

We now look forward to the dubious prospect of
staying in Maltz for the remainder of the year, and
next spring. no doabt, “5 OBOE" will be seen
flying from Fierce's upper vird,

Licutenant (C) Thorne, RONZN,. led the Com-
mumication staff unnil the beginning of May, when he
was relieved by Lieutenant (C) Cowhin, Roval Nuvy_.

HM.S. “FORTH"

After u few weeks away from Malta, once aguin
we find ourselves on the milk tins at Lazzaretto,
Duting the recent summer cruises one thing of note
was the Fleet Reguttu, in which Forsh finished second
—a good effort for n depot ship. But credit must be
given to the Communication Stufl, for their cfforts in
producing the normal two cluss whalers. The S.C.O.
wis (o the Wardroom wg. three Communication
Chilefs in the C.P.O.'s pig, six Communication P.0s,
in the Petty Officers” whader and a boys* whuler wias
completely manned, More of less onedhird of the
staff on the end of an car.

As many may have heard on the radso, the fogates
and destroyers have recently bedn carrying out anti-
submarine and convoy exsrcises on a large scake with
the Tullans. In these exercises much work has fallen
on Forrk singe she is the fagship and bhas control,
As such the grester part of the steff has been employed
on Hatson duties in the Talian ships. Since the stuple
it is spugsets und vino, most have become very
efficsent In the manipalating of du speetie: others
prefer the vino, Once ngain an important job which fell
to the Communication Staff was yery well excoored.

We ure now Jopking forward 1o Cliristmass, and
yome of us to being home. Mast of the seaior ratings,
however, are natives afiaz rich whites. So we take this
apportunity of wishing ull Communicators everywhere
a Happy Christmas and a Presperous New Year;
and 1o those away from home, 2 speedy redurn.

WIRELESS WORLD DIARY, 1951

The fact that the “diary"™ part of this diary beglns
on the Bdth page is an [ndication of the immemse
armount ol information which is to be found in it—
ranging from “Postal Rates™ to an 18-column lat
of valve-base refereoses.

An item of special interest = an explunation of
Part 11 of the 1949 Wireless Telegraphy Act, but the
maln bulk of the information conlzined in the
reference section forms i mimsature, but comprehers-
sive, radio handbook.

Al the prsos (morocco Seather, 55 6d.; rexine,
35 8d.) it represents very real value, and the excellent

iputation which this publication has held for thirty-
aree years hus been more than maintalned,

THINGS PEOPLE SAY

The Ord. Tel. ftrue but nomeless) reading Mike
HBroadcast who, after halfan-hour on the bay said,
“"How odd, They're using MA serial numbers on the
broadcast today™ | .,

The R.E M, who thought an serial splitter was a
rew kind of trapese act,

- . - -

Question: (Leading Sigmalman Quatifviug) “How
are zigzag chocks checked?”

ArSWER: By the chimes of Big Ben, or she last
pips of the B.B.C. time signal."
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ADVANCEMENT NOTES

HALF-YEARLY EXTRACTS FROM
PORT DIVISION ADVANCEMENT
ROSTERS
It hos pow become possible to return to the preswar
practice of issuing half-yearly reporis on the state
of the advancement rosters of the three Port Divisrons
and A F.0, 3100/3Q containg o great deal of useful

and interedting information.

From the number of gquenes recetved, however,
it appears that it s sull not geosmlly ondersiood
that only persmapent Service in @ny rate counts for
advancement purposes, Therefore the roster dale
of those men at the 1op of the roser for CY .S,
and C.P.O. Tel, shown in column 3 of the AF.0O.
is the dare of their persaocsr advancement 1o
Yeomun of Signals or Petty Officer Telegraphist
adjasted by the number of moaths gained by “Red
Ink” recommendations and not the date on which
they were rated “Temporaey Actiog"

1t will be noted that the rosters for advancement
t¢ Leading Telographiss ace still “dry" in all thees
Port divisicos, and sdvancernents are authorised by
the Commodores of Depats on receipt of the report
that the rating concerned s fully gualified and
recommended {vide AF.O, 31150} and without
waiting for the pormil hal-yearly reports on Form
Ss07

RE-ENTRIES — SPECIAL TEMPORARY
CONDITIONS

New mstructions have now been issued regarding
re-entry of ratings in those branches and rates in
which there are shormuges. Under these new ruikes,
ratings wha held the equivalent mring ol Able
Scaman or above on their relense, are rescntered
in the AB. rate and will thes be advanced 1o the
ruting which they held on discharge, by daydo-day
stages. Such advancements ure sabject 10 vacancies

existing in the rafe concerned and mn any Case are
not 10 be further than to Petty Officer.

Sabsequent -advancement  will be by current
ragulations,

Men who have already reentered and have not
yel regained thelr formes rating, ate 10 be advanced
by their Commanding Officers in accordance with
these now ries, proyided they are recommended

Alse, Pensioners serving on N.CS. engagements
who transfer 10 a "fifth-five" engagement after 30th
November, 1950, will be regarded as re-entries und
these new rules will apply 1o them: thus, Chiet
Perty Officers. will be re-engaged only in the Petty
Oiicer rating. Full details of this new scheme are 1o
be found in A F.O, 3182/50

CODERS (EDUCATIONAL)

The institution of & oew beanch of Nanonal
Service men known as Coders (Educational) (A F.0.
3113750) concerns the Communications Branch only
<0 far as thewr inttial tralning and subsequent keeping
up 10 date in Cryptography is concerned. In peace-
time the Instructor Officer (or Educution Officer)
will be respomsible for thor emplovment wlthough
they will be attached to the Communicatysns Branch
for Administrative purposes

In wardime and in parttime service they will be
employed entirely on Cryprographic duties.

I, S. W,

W.R.N.S. CONTRIBUTION

As Cheistrmas approaches the W.RIN.S. personnel
are making their annual gesture of rhanks to the
Y W.C A by seoding gifts and o donation of £4 5s.
to therr Christmuas Fair, The old people of Partsmouth
have been sent @ domatyon towards their Chiristmas
Party in addition 1o the books and magasines which
are sent 10 them regularly.

STOP PRESS

Since the main sports urticle was written, the draw
for the semi-finat of the Navy Cup has been teceived,
It i a2y follows: 1d4th February, 1951--H.MS.
Mercury v, Reserve Fleet, Devonport (at Fration
Park): 32nd Febeuary, 1951—-R.N.AS, Culbam v,
Reserve Fleet, Chatham (at Oxford),

 OPERATIONAL

A Noval Air Stalion, commanded by n Post
Captinin, had o frigate uttached 1o it for Air Sea
Rescue purposes, In the middle of & very busy fore-
noon's exercisex, the frigate made an operating signal
“report vames of operator,™ This Xind of wgnal from
a much junior shap was not very well received and an
official signal was made asking for an explanation
of this break from the “Customs of the Service,™
This latter sagnal would not appeirs (0 have reuched
the Commanding Officer of the frigate, however,
since an operator 10 operator sagnal only was received
in reply, saying "I heard there were Wren sparkers at
Air Statons und | was looking for a wirl frend.™
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HOME FLEET NOTES

It seems but a few doys ago hat the Flest widlowed
its way across the Bay in the testh of 4 gale, which,
unpleasant though it may have been 10 the up-
mitigted (and not a few of the initiated), served
10 shake out the lethargy induced by these comfort-
able Home Port billets.

AR exiensive easreise programme whilst on passage
put the Communicators oa thieir mettie, ind providsd
a foretaste of those to come, a5 yet merely o doodle
an the Chiel of Staff's bloties,

Our urrival gt Gibraltar saw the start of the time-
honoured oxercise routing, pterspersed with an
extensive sporung programime, both an Britivh and
Spamish territory, and blistered paims and sore
backsides heralded the opening of the regafin sesson.

Under the jee of the Roek we found fnends whose
native habitatl lies further to the castward, namely,
Gioey and the First D.F. Perchance they thought the
Home Fleet should be left in sole possession, for they
quickly and guetly siode away 10 seek the Wwatess
of St. Paul's Bay,

Time passed very quickly, Commumication exercises
galore, swimming, the Training Squadeon regatia-
won by Indefarigable who came straight  from
quarantme after & polio epidensic—and the bresh in
the canteen with the "Goon i the Leader who never
did know any procedure anyway.™ So the crulse

into its second phase, that of “Showing the
Flag."” The “Five Ton™ logs contained all sorts of
exotk calls as the Fleet moved southward towards
the Cape Verde Islands: In those volcanic islands
the fishermien came into their own, lor sharks and
other killers were, reputedly, simply lylng around
there waiting to be caught.

The majority of the Fleet unchared off St. Vincent,
where the Jocal populdce did a fine enterfaining job
in the face of almost overwhelming  numbers.
Cleupatra, however, wenl ghlly off om her own 1o
Sal Ret on the island of Bona Vista, From all accoumnts
she found there a sailors' paradise; far from the
madding crowd, no shops, no beer gacdens, no
temptation, There the Communicators organised
“Back to Nature" expeditions, their handling of the
supply problem, particularly liguid supplies, jefi Hile
10 be desired even though it involved the landing
from the mosor cutter through mountainous surf,
an operation carried out with linde damage 10 wind
or Jimb. The return, howewer, luvolved o trudge of
some four-and-a-hull miles over very hot sands,
with beer crutes ¢ fa Gold Coast native female,
sinee the surf would not permin bostwork, “From
others” mustakes shall we kam—ihe second party
apparently “borrowed" handearts from the R.M.
detachment and went On safari in style,

Then northwards sgain Lo, smongst other places,
Cuasablanca, Madeira and Sctubal. The round of
visits culminnted in a largescale exercise “Crafty
Corsuir,” i which we were joined by two Duich
submarines, Tigerhaol and Swoardvis, and American

Priviteers from Port Lyautey. At the time of writing,
fecdings are running high in the Fleet, back once
more in Gibraitar, for ssssh—somebody cheated
2nd the question “Who put NODUF oo an snemy
report’ i on everyone's Iips. Rumour hax it that it
WAS—THE FLAGSHII,

We are looking forward 10 & meeling, in the very
near future, with the Canadian Speziol Service
Squadran, lrom the Service and mercenary paint of
view, 1 glorsous oppoartunity foe another of thess
ublquitous large-seale “Exercises,™ but for the Home
Fleet Commupicator 4 chance of meeting one's
Canadian opposite number, who % of course & ~Com»
municator” in the full sense of the word. Comparisons
should prave interesting and instrective, Famdliar
names are fast disappearing from the Bridge Cuards.
Superd Bos gone, with Swifrsure now weiring the
Flag of CS8.2 in her place, Vengeance is shorily
kaving 10 become the Home Trials Carrier. In ber
pisce we shall have fadovirirablz who, as recorded in
oar last notes, is 10 became the Fleel Flagship in
March, 1951 Amongst the smaller craft we now
have the Sixth Frigate Flotlls, of which Loek Insh
and Lock Alvie have joined the Fleet, filling the gaps
in the Screen left by Adne and Jwrland, Having
recorded the dadly round thus fur, et me turn to 2
subject that is of majoc importance, Air commiunica-
tons in the Fleet, or at least thw latest developments
in that fisld,

Al the moment Vengeance ks beaning the burden of
all Fleet Aviation, on her depariure thers will remain
only 802 squadron shore based at Gibraltar to fulfil
Flost requirements—a far cry from the days in which
we had three carriers operational in the Fleet. This,
however, [s only a temporary state of affairs, we hope.

When the relief carriers join It i possible that &
partisl revolution will have occorred in Naval zir
commumications. A F.O. 265150 announced 1the
introduction of three new multi-channel transmittess
receivers in1he existing VH'F band for Naval air
cralt, Ore of these seis embodies an sutomatic
relay eguipment which may add greatly 1o the
Pexibiity of VH/F commumications both with
mircealt and besween ships out of direct VH/I touch.
These sets ure ten channel affairs, the ARL 5491
contains & palr of them, which has obvioos adyan-
tges, Onz of the less abvious perhaps is that aircran
on embarking, dissmbarking, or on change of
operatsonal ares will no longeés, oc seidom, require
“Reorystallisation,” We should be able o dispense
with a horrible word, and the general performance
of atreraft VH/F will gain by the sets having to be
opened and retuned so much less frequently, The air
electrical officers and men will have one less labour
on their hands, and the Signal Officer and men will
no lopger be faced with the awkward problem of
how to find the eight odd quiet hours required for
receyssallsation of the Air Group, ance having
taken the often coatroversisl decision as to whether
ar not it is worth it

The use of the auvtomatic relay at sea will no
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doubt need a certiun amount of experience and
experiment before, i ever, it con be ranked us part
of a first-class communication chunnel. Hone Fleet
carriers have already done trisls on  prototype
cquipments with varying degrees of success But
technica] limitations apart, no one gan fiace with
equanimity u situation i which perhaps forteitous
shooting down of an aircraft & hundred miles or
more away, or a less dramatie  but  equally
effective removal of the air link in some other way,
might, because the plan depends upon constant
commupications  between two foress, compel the
breaking of H/F silence. The airborne relay will
require careful handling from this aspect alone.
There will afso be the complication that slways
ensies when o control channe! is used extensively
for signal purposes, as the relay unit doss not provide
a chanred separate from the linking one iself on which
essentinl control of the linking aircraft can be
exercised.

After our dose of idbdisguised instruction , . . o
the lighter aspect of life at sea, Have you heard the
little stary of a certatn eminent Signal Officer, whao,
on hearing the order “Starb’d yvardurm *Main F,' "
“Port yardorm “Little F.'" looked alofy, and in a
still small voice, said “'But they both look the sume
s5ize 10 me™?

And . . . what does one do In a case such os this?

“X" (R) *Y" From “Z."

Se1 waich on Plat one at 0915

{2) Plor waves will not be required.

012345,

So, satisfied with sunshine, the Communicittors of
the Home Fleet, having stocked with nylons, canaries,
and the wine of the country, are kooking forward to
thesr Home Ports and Christmas, To all those whose
livelthaod is earned under the shadow of fleet-winged
Mercury we send Christmas Greetings and the very
best of good fortune in the Coming Year

FOURTH DESTROYER
FLOTILLA

Maving seen little of tbe Fourth D.F. in this
periodical, we crave & little space. As it i to be
expected, our activities are many and vaned. Many
Deing the exercises and varied 1he time in harbour
and sports, The Rotilla consists of Agimcourt {D.4.),
Cornmng and Gobbard. The remainder can be seen
m various stages of reserve or refit. From a worm's
eye view commumnications are of a very high standard,
but we hear [rom other sources that al times this is
not s0. However, who are we to argue’

Sport [ not a very strong subject. It comes to mind
that a certitin Communications team fost 110 to a
stokers (yes stokers) team.. We have bright hopes
for the future!! The bright spark Is the fact that
during our stay here in Gibraltar, the Home Fleat
cricker championship will be decided betweenn ¥an.
gueed and the Fourth D.F. At the thme of going to

press we wish our team the dest of luck

Al the ime of writing we nre ten days from Portse
mouth after 8 cruise 10 the South’ard. There is &
certain amount of apprebension regarding drafls
on arrival, Some must be due for foreign service
spare 1! Persons have also been heurd 1o say that it is
time wome O the Mercury stanchions wese drafted
10 make room for others. personally | fail to see
how they exist without duty frees!!!

We had one really bright spot in the cruse, i was
rather in the same yein as the Telegraphist tuking a
written exam. for L Tel, who, when asked to give an
example of the Abbreviated P/ L table, wrote, “Ad.
miralty from C in € F.ES. PS.A" Our youngest
O,/ Tel was keeping watch on H'F common. The
ship was coming wongside the flugship at might to
replenish, Nothing had been heard of her for two
nours. He looked up very worred, “POTS, | haven
heard anything of Vanguard for two houars, shall |
give her a shou ™

FIFTH DESTROYER FLOTILLA

The Flotilla is pow whittied down to Ffour ships,
Solebay, St, Kitta, Stuys and Caliz, With this number
the drgansation becomes somewhal simplified as i
does not permit Sub-Divisions.

The cruise started off with i very stormy passaye
to Gibsaltar and the cobweds of the Dockvard were
soon blown out of ws. It was something of a relief
1o urnive evontually at Gid. and to settle down o a
secomd summer. Spirits hive been running high s a
resilt of o change of air, and the distractions of the
Home Ports have been nbseat andd have allowed the
training programme 10 go forward. The lurge com-
plement chunges that are necessanily made at the end
of each cruise Increase the raining eflornt required
and the reaction 1o this has been very good, especiaily
among the junior ratings. The Senior ratings have an
upenviabkle job, bécause as soon &s they have raived
their team to a fairly good standard of efficiency,
as they bave by the end of n cruise, their stufl’ s
swept from under their foet und the round starts
Once more,

Alter our imitial shakedown at Gib, the “visu™
part of the cruise began. We were lucky enough to
have drawn Oporto as our first port of call. If we
didn't know that we were lucky when we went there,
we know now. The reception accorded us by the local
Britsh colony and the Portuguese was naching short
of magnificent. The whole place revolves around
Port Wine and everyone one meets is u “Part Barop,”
Trips had been laid on to visit the Wine fodges, where
the wine is stored and matured. A great many bottles
of port were presented to the visitors, and it is hoped
that thels Christmas dinner tables will benefit from
it, The Boys were “adopted”™ by British people in
Oporto and taken out for the day and entertained
very generously in their homes.

After Portugal we went to Casablapca  with
Veageance, the 4th D.F, ind 1wo of the subviarines,
Anchorite and Affray. Much bargaining took place
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FVYERY BRITISH AIRCRAFT RELIES ON PLESSLY

AL

Cartﬁdgo‘f?r‘t‘\:\f o

.. was pioneered by

Hurnessing the coérgy of gases relexsed

by the burning of & small Sartndpe. 1o
provide that  torgue Which ensures (he
immwdite  starting of any  engme, was
plonecrex] by Plessey.  The *S™ 1vpe wiarier

for instance, Is the skmplest and most cer
0 means of starting alreralt engines up 1o
400 BH.P  Pessey views on 1he  startmy
of uny »cro engine are worth bhaving, and
for sound mformation on any arcrafl sccessory
problem it"s advisable to sk Pleney

* Amd wow, with the imtroduction af new car ler-boarme alrerafl, comes
the Plessew Twhine Starter, for quicker starting of zar” turbiney

s YALYVES ARTITINGE STANTIMA IS0 WOIMANG AYSTEASY « 1E R0 TN ACTUA YN « WATMET FUINMI SN A T INS

THE PLESSEY COMPANY LIMITED s ILFORD ESSEX
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ut the Arab shops and the loca! cabarets were well
patronised.

At the time of going 1o press, we bave Just arnved
back at Gibraitar and are busy collecting the final
rabbits before we sail for UK, at the end of the
month. On the way bome we stop off for a few days
in Lorient and Nantes, but the day we are really
waiting for is Tth Decemiber when we arrive at our
Home Ports for Christmas leave,

May we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and
may the New Year bring more “LD'S"™ and more

"QSA 5's."”
PAIRS OF PENDANTS
The Flotilla Leader who was told to hoist all
Foreign Ensigns. When the Gin Pendant went up
superior, she tried to persunde everyone thut i was
really the South Korean Ensign.
- » -

The officer who constantly sends signals to the
M.S.0. marked “Unclassified Restricted,”™
- > -~

W/T MADE EASY
Reply to an examination guestion; “"We use
<rystals because you can just plug them i and the see
requires no (uning.””

THIRD TRAINING FLOTILLA

As this s cur first contribution, it will perhaps be
ns well 1o tell those who are not acquainted with us
that we comprise two “C" class destroyers und four
“Loch" class frigates, based {and very firmly too)
on Londonderry. Our work being largely conrested
with the Joint A/S School here, we would ke to
warn all safferers of malde-mer 10 steer clear of
draft chits in this direction, We find a Rarge amount
of sea time ideal for those of us who are saving up;
but oh, how very hard it i on one’s stomach |

A large percentage of our stalfs are from Pompey
Division and include such well-known personalities
as C.Y.S. “Nick" Carter, C.Y.8. “Olives” Cromwell
and C.P.O.Tel. “Knockes”™ White (po relation 1o
that other Knacker so well known 10 our readers)
all of whom stem rather more haggard than when
they graced the bar in the Chief’s Mess at Leydene.
We are still wondering if this is due to the glorously
delightful (1) weather bere tn Northern Ireland, or
through worrying when they can aguin get back to
propping up the aforesaid bar! The last mentioned
of this tric has boen heard to remark on several
occasions, “'They're after the last drop of blood,"
when some of our more scientific electronic devices
have been in full use.

But then, perhaps we should huve mentsoned that
our wircless stsffs certainly get more than thelr share
of work and large headuches are often prevalent,
thoogh results have been encouraging both 1o our-
selves and 10 the gestlemen who matter ashore.
Visual types, ton, have very litike time on their hands,
and often find more to do than their staffs can cope
with, Chief Yeoman is annoyed because the gunmery
guys have borrowed our beloved “gradiron,” but

we have pointed out 1o him that o very much 1m-
proved their aim anyway ! We are steadily progressing
i the art of bows and arrows and have even added
marching manauvres O our cureleudum.

Under the very able guidance of Lieut. Dalrymple.
Hamilton, D.S.C., however, and our new C.C.O.,
Mr. Hommond, D.S. M., we are progressing steadily
on all fronts, A good deal of our nme not spent at
sea Is devoted 10 the Lruining of junsor ratipgs and
includes a Jot of competitive esercises, which provide
good fun in addition to keeping us an our mettle.

To those of our readers who have served in this
part of the world, we would like to say that the gitls
of Waterside and district are us atiractive as ever
und just as fond of the matelots—especially buntings
and sparkers! In fact, if only it would rain for fesy
than 260 days in the year, life could be quite pleasant,

To conclude, may we take the opporiunity 1o send
Christrnas Greetings and every good wish for the
New Year 10 wll fellow Communicators, whersver
you may now be serving, from all of us bere m Ulster.

HMLS. *VANGUARD’ AT COWES

Last summer’s number of the COMMUNCATOR went
10 press before an account of HM.S. Vanguard's visit
1o Cowes for the yachting week couldd be mncluded:
but we feel that mention should be made of it, since
the Communication Department fay claim o
considerable share in a very successiul week.

On the forenoon of Friday, 25th July, the ship's
Communication Offices progeeded ahead in the
ship's two M.F.Vs. with P.O.Tel. Meuse and a small
puarty with the not inconsiderable quantity of eguips
nsent for the shore signal station, Passing through the
Needles channel they arrived alongssde Victoria Pier,
Cowes, at 1730, and from then on they had no time
10 spare In geoiting everything ready by the time
H.M.S, Vangwsard arrived und anchored on the dot
of 2100 The second picket boat bad alse made the
sen passage with us from Porthand.

Two large APW aenials {directional arrays) were set
up for the 652 wiephone lioks and the 612 ET was
installed. The APW oultfits took some Lime owing Lo
their size and the need for carelul guysng, in spite of
the fact that they bad been assembied on the passage
round from Portland. The pier iself dsd not make
matters casy, A 230 volt A.C. supply and two G.P.O.
tedephone lines had been aid on in advance, but the
pier was almost in o state of collapse for it had been
abandooed by the town council for many years
owing to a shortage of funds. Every step on the
rotting woodwork had to be taken with the greatest
care. When HM.S. Vaogaard's shipwrights came to:
make temporury repairs for the lancing of Hbertymea
there, they ulso had to tack wood and cunvas across
seversl gaping windows in the pavilion 10 protect the
wireless equipment inside from the weather,

Neverthebess, all went well and communication was
cstahlished before the ship came into sight. The H/F
rudio telephone link with Portsmouth had alreidy
Laeent in use a4 the ship had steamed up channel,



THE COMMUNICATOR 131
Avarl yourself of the benefir of . . .

OUR MONTHLY ALLOTMENT CLUB

COVERING ALL DEPARTMENTS, lLe. TRAVEL, FANCY GOODS, ETC.
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Naval & Civilian Tailors & Outfitters
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B we £0-5-0
D.B. SUITS

(Tax Frow)

RN, Officers’' undorms and outfits at competitive prices.
Quotations sant on request,

(Caske, rapman

luminium Brytal reflectors

Absolute. specular  reflectivity  of
843, Manufactured in all sizes up
1o 10 ft, diameter. The electro-
lytecally brightencd reflector surface
is protected by anodising, and high
humidity, variable temperutures and
corrosive atmospheres cause little
deterioration in refective efficiency

Thew reflectors are suitable for
Searchlights and Signalling Lamps,
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Besides all this, special arrupgements were Raid on
for the yacht racing itself. Signaiman AL Knight
carnod high prajse whilst on Joan 1o the Royal Yacht
Squidron. On the Tuesday it can fairly be said thar
the Royal London Yacht Club could not have run
their regatts without Lieut. (E) R G. Boddie, the
Officer of the Day, loaned by HM.S. Vangusard, und
Signalman Knight, for the senior members who
formed the ssiling committee could not possibly have
managed the very heavy Programme peosssitating
the continuous flag hoisting and the gun Joading and
firing for Both starts and finishes, many of which
overlapped,

A “Suiling Wave" was slso provided, en HF
voice chinnel, linking the clubs giving the day's
regattas, two each day, Victorin Pier and HMS
Vamguard. On this channet were passed reports of

and results from which up<o-the-minute
sityation boards were Kept for the information of
those tn the ship. On the Wednesday when there was
a stif blow from the south-west, which' forced
H.M.S. Vangward to shift berth almost & mide further
away and out of the full tidal stream, this wave wis
a necessity as a “safety wave,” Certain of the larger
dinghy classes started from the Istand Sailing Club,
but almost all came to grief in the fidal race off
Egypt Point, and at one rime there was & MLEY,,
8 faunch and two picket boats summoned from
the ship and two motor boats from the destroyer
U.S.S. Leary picking up crows as hard as they could
go. In face, it was all that these six boats could do 1o
pick up the crews and the dinghies themselves had 1o
be abondoned, several of them never being recoyered.
Apart from this one day the res! of the week way
perfect sailing weather, in fuct the best in the last
four years,

All shore siations, 66 sets on sailing wave, the 612
ET and the 682 radio telephone link, were manned
by Boy Telegraphists, who undertook their fobs with
a great sease of resporsibility and with almost po
supervision, Particolarly worthy of mention were
Boy Tcels; J. B. Smith and Johns who manned theis
66 sels at the Royal Yacht Squadron and other clubs
throughout the week most efficiently

However, it was not all work and no play for the
Communicatoss, AH the ship's company were made
most welcome in the town of Cowes; there wers three
dances for them during the week, two organised by
the Urban Distict Counctl and one by the 76th
H . A.A, Regiment,

On Thursday the ship was dressed overall in honour
of HM, the Queen's birthday and 81 noon a Hoyal
Salute was fired by both HM.S, Vamguard and the
Royal Yacht Sguadron synchronised by voice
wireless, The special connon used at the Royal Yacht
Squadron are fired electricaily by Keys on the sadling
platform, und the Commadore, Sir Ralph Gore,
personplly fired the Roydl Salute whildt |istening
on the headphones of & 66 st to the controlling
orders of Mr. Capper, 1the Master Gunner of H M.S,
Vamguard: this must have undoubstedly been un

Innovation for the veperable club,

On our last day, Friday, was the Town Regatid,
which included pulling and all-comers races in which
mity of the ship's company took part, After dark the
shore signal S1ation party concluded their hazardous
wesk on the nckety Victoria Pier by having several
hundred pounds’ worth of fireworks set off all around
them. HL.M.S, Vamgward contributed by Bring six
hundred okd one-pound signal rockets from the
forecastle in two boiches of one hundred rockets
and a final batch of four hundred. The batches were
fired &y an electric firing circuit and a strong fire
party stood by under cover near the forecastle
Prabably owing 1o their age a great number of the
rockets exploded prematorely and deluged with stars
those watching from the beidge, but no damage was
done.

After 3 memorable week we sailed at 0300 on the
Saturday morning for Portland $o that the fisst
summes Jeave party could be on their way by noon
the same day, LK

FONTAINEBLEAU

The Seaves hove started 1o fall now and the whole
district has 1aken on & greeny-brown hue that only
an artist could describe. Given a fine day with o
wuch of senlight, the forest of Fontainebleau
viewed from high ground is ao magnificest sight.
So the foress Jives on, and the town, which seems
10 fake M8 cue from the trees, drowses its life away
until 1 travelling circus comes by, then the whole
area springs to life. One such period is the annual
Fete de St. Louls on 28th July. Then, and for two days
ufier, the showmen take up one of the broad roads
leading out of town, put down their stalls and
curnesities on the grass verges, start thele radiograns
full blast, and the fun of the fair is on, Boxing booths,
Salome dancers, dodgems, bearded ladies, lotteries,
strong men and shooting ranges all vie o attract the
throng,

A good fow allled officers amd men have gooe, and u
few more are standing by to go. Communicators may
be inderested 10 know that amongst these departures
are Rear-Admiral Dick and Lt Cdr, (C) Moss, With
them go our very best wishes in their next appoint-
ments, and we welcome in their places Rear-Admiral
Cazaler and L1 Cdr. (C) PilL

Our soccer tenm has suffercd shghtly from siaff
changes, the notable cusualty being the loss of
L. Cdr. Moss who made the gonimouth seem o
very small place and daunted the heast of many a
would-be goal scorer, The boss, too, of Chief Steward
Tams doring the sumemer, &8 being felt, although our
two stalwarts, Ldg, Tel. Bowman and Ldg Sig
Pollard &re stll making rings round the seldiers and
wirmen, We had, happily, been nble to draft three
French and two Dutch matslots into the team, so it
& with this truly intesnational X1 that we have mode
not too bad 3 start in the fight 1o win the hundsome
St. Leger Cup for the third successive time, despite
the stronger Air Force and Army sides that ate being
fielded against us.
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Ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore

Marcom Communication Equipment is
designed 1o conform o the most rigid
specifications laid down by the British
Admiraity., Marconl’s Wireless Tele-
graph Co. who were the pioneers of
wireless, have supplied complete radio
and radar installagons for fighting

ships of every class.

MARKCONI'A WiINELRM TRLAURAPH 0
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AND EQUIPMENT FOR

SHIP.SMIF AND SHIP SHORE TELEPHONTY
DISTRFSS SIGNAL TRAFFIC

IBCRAFT CONTROL AND BADIO COMPASS
GUNNERY AND WARNING RADAR
CALIBRATION

NAVIGATIONAL AICS

ECHO SOUNDING

MARCAOR!I mOVUSS EHALMANORD, B2 X
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SOUTH ATLANTIC

Vice-Admiral Sir Herbert Packer, K.CB., CBE,
succeeded  Vice-Admiral Sir Desmond  McCarthy,
KCB, DSO, as Commandes-in-Chicl South
Atlantic on st September, [950.

The Flagship, H.M.S, Nigerla, salled for the United
Kingdom on 6th September 10 pay off into reserve,
after just over two years' commission on the South
Atlantic Staticn, The relief Flagship, H.M S, Bermuda,
sajled fromy the UK. on 24th October and iz due at
Simonstown just before Christmas, having “worked-
up" in the Meditermanean,

The Commuanding Cfficer of HM.S. Acraeon, Com-
mander the Viscount Kelburn, was relieved on 23rd
October and s now on his way hame in the Arklfone
Castle and the Fleer Communications  Officer,
Licutenant Commander Bush, was relieved in August
by Lleutenamt Commander Barrow.

The Commander-in-Chief has visited Slangkop
Receiving Station and Cape East Tramsmifting Sta.
tion, and will be poying & visit to the S.T.C. Kiaver
and Cape South Tranimitting Station in the near
future.

Opporiunity i being taken during the absence of
the Flagship to make some improvements 1o the
gereral communkation organisation at Simonsiown,
A harbour infer-communication wave is being brought
into force and preparutions are being made 10 provide
the Flagship with tedeprinter faciities, Some re-
urrangement of the responsibilities of the Main Signal
Office and Dockyard Signal Office is taking place,
which it Is hoped will make both offices able 1o
function mare eflicsently,

Unfortunately it has been necessary 10 postpone
uny further advancement courses for Leading Rate
because the instroctional stoff at the S, T.C. were
Nigeria ratings; and therefore returned to UK. in
the ship, Howeser, training continues apace with a
full weekly execcse programme.

The Squadron regatta, in which ships of the South
African Naval Forees took part, was again supporied
by 0 W/T tote, on the same lines 88 last year, and s
efficiency can ke judged by the fact that some £300
was placed in bets during the day, and the mooey
was exactly correct at the final check—much to the
delight of the Fleet Supply Officer!

We wish all Communicators u  very happy
Christrmas?

M.S.0. SIMONSTOWN

Those who enter the Admiral’s offices in Simons-
town, gaze in wonder at the amount of activity
that is going on in and around the small wooden
“Aviary,” which constitutes the Main Signal Office,
Simonstown. For big things are afool, and the M.5.0.
i beginning to emerge from a “Bow and Arow"
Tower, Into & reasonable 194% model of an M S.O
Dockyard Mateys are bustling around like ants
(unustial for o Dockyard Matey), rewiring here,
nstalling benches, tables, ete,, there, with paim

flying everywhere. Even our mast, which T had beyun
10 think was an ornament, is going to play its part
in this “madernised™ M.8.0, In fact, our former
members “Wouldn't know ye obd plsce now.”

By the time this goes 10 press we hope to be working
in top geir, and ot like the Yeoman's car "forever
changing down,”

The escltement, or perhaps | should say the
comiternation, of all this upheaval ond the genernl
re-arganisation internally of Signal Distribution, &c.,
in Simonstown gave rise 1o the following:

NIGHTMARE
Type 1he lockers, hoist the pads,
Scrub the ormigs, dish the snags,
Burn the Yeoman, coce the wasle,
Sall the Dockyard all In Isaste,

Sign the safes, haul taut the mast,
Stop the “Bo'sun,” ring the blast,
*“Wes™ the logs and file the keys,
Drink the Aldis, wait one pleass,

Wind the Telex, book the clock,
Paper the “Prep.'” bend on the stock,
Mead the Disl and phooe the make,
The bell at six Al last awake.
M, S. Ocre

S.T.C. KLAVER

Qur 1950 programme of trainisg Signalmen and
Telegraphists for the Leadimg Rate had perforce to
end when the last class of Ldg Tels, {Q) passed out
in July. Congratulstions 1o the seven successful
candidstes and especially 10 those of the South
African Naval Forces who worked extra hard to
moke up some leeway and lsck of experience as
compared with their RN, classmites.

Readers may recall that in our Jast article in the
Summer COMMUNICATOR we mentioned the impending
departure of our Flagshup, HMS. Nigeric. By the
time our last classes passed owt, the Flagship's
Company was contemplating (probably with mixed
feelings) her depurture from South Africa, The S.T.C,
Instroctors were withdrawn and returned to their
ship, and the School paused, oy it were, Lo get ity
second breath and review its posinion 1o date, and the
results of its first cighteen months of active operation.

Prior to the Flagship’s departure and 10 the
accompaniment of many expressions of regret from
all who knew Sir Desmond and Lady McCarthy, the
Commander-in-Chael soid good-bye and was relieved
on Ist September by the new Commander-in-Chief,
Vico-Admiral Sir Herbert Packer, K.CB., CBE
Lady Packer is already well known to many at the
Cape and may be remembered as (he author of twe
particularly weli-known books T Grey Mistress” and
"Pack and Follow.” We respecifully extend them o
cordial welcome from all Communicators on the
station and hope their stay ot the Capo will be
an emjoyable ons.
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RUG MAKING

the (]25121‘ way
is a profitable hobby

Expressly designed for those who hsve not
the opportunity of obtaimmg personal in-
truction in the restful 2nd rewarding oocu-
pation of Rugmaking, The high quakity
and low price of the Jester Rugmoking
Outfit in its convensent pack will give the
atmost pleasure and satsfaction.

Jester tug sets naw cootain ¢yl wool
ready-to-use lengths. Apply to your Lo
Education Oficer, who is In possession of
the current Jester Rug Set Catalogue, or,
upon receipt of your remittance valoe /34,
0 cover part cost and postage we will
gladly forward a copy.

The dester (ompany Frd.

JESTER HOUSE, ROMAN FORUM,
Telzphone S8247

LETCESTER

One of the first DI 11R3:{1] 1 switchboards . . .

installed in this Country
in a Ship %

% Installed in M.V, “Accea’ of
Elder - Dempster Line — a
Passenger-cargo ship.

% The equipment controls four
275 kw. sets.

Sarme of the ships ficted wizh Whipp &
Beourne Switchgesr Insptaliations = om
canig, Senacd, Sathie  Corwndd.  Aconis,
Cameran a. Beswerglen, Baavs cave, Bearer ais.
Bcavervall, Warwizhebere Conong, Mesa, Mime
mizgm Celedonie, Apaia Acto, Dvrodes Eivdress
W Cwieda, Oromiay, Qosen Mars, Orioe, St onh-
nre, Awetea, ¢ atkedax, Strattalan, Circoang,
Clica Cacgan, Meorsrania, Quesn £ atem,
Chwaon, 17 e Oodve Preodente Foas, Eva
Foon, Farie Asutman, Ovcas:a, Kanta's,
Moo, Argola, Empre v af £ atce,Enrrenr of
Lcotlena, Sarar, S leng Pracess Pacich,
Provees Mivgueina Decle, Artica, o Sasiioge

DESIGNED AND CONSTRUCTED BRY

[SWITCHGEAR SPECIALISTS
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Nigeriw, looking very smart as officers and men jined
the decks, with her S00 ft. paying-ofl pendant streim-
ing from the main, putled away from the wall on the
afternoan of 6th September, and many who went to
soe her off watched mtently as Famidiar fuces gradually
became smalier until ot last features were no longes
distinguishable and the ship shid silently through the
dreakwater entrance, Turning round und firing o 15
&un salute to the new Communder<in-Chied, Nigerin
slipped away sidently into (he haze and was gone

In wishing Nigeria's ship's compony & happy leuve
an artival in Devonport, It i an opportune moment
30 express the S.T.C's appreciation to her F.C.O..
Lt, Cmdr. Bush, RN, Instructor Lt Parkyn for his

nvaluable assistance n teaching wireless theory, also

10 C.P.O. Tel Spencer, Yeoman Trosott and Lég
Tel. Clinton—all of whom warked unticingly for the
ST.C.

To Lt, Cmdr. Burrow, RN, our new F.CO.  we
akso exiend & hearty welcome, und with him look for-
ward to the arrival of the new Flagship Hermwks,
due here by Chrigtrmas. Meanwhile we are not idie—
new ideds and plans for exgroises, training and
communications contmue 10 keep our depleted siaff
fully occupied, and we look forward 1o a period of
rencwed trkining activity in 1951 Happsr € Keistours to
AN, Tor Seiny F s

SLANGKOP WIRELESS
STATION

I'he rains and 3 poor soccer xeason have departed.
Cobras, pulY adders, the “'south easter,” bash fires
and the like have returmsed 10 Life and we are back
w tropacal rig and, on occasion, in ercket atfire

We hive been visited by our new Commander-in-
Chief, Vice-Admiral Sic Herberi Packer, KCB.,
C.B.E. Other visitors have ingluded Commander 1he
Viscount Kelburn aod Commander Norman, Com-
manding Officers of HM.S. Acraeon and HMS.
Neveide respectively, Commuander Norman  wis
interested to know when we were gélling our super.
dehuxe cloema, tartly observing that this must be the
only item Jeft for the Amenities Fund 10 provide.
(Not & bad Wen, considening the neurest cinema is
soree ten miles dustant,)

We have received & prodonged visit by members
of the Dockyard Depariment wha have redecorated
right through the living quarters, okl some corticene,
repaired and painted the lennis court and ure in the
process of providing a conersie practice cricket pitch.
The Chiefs and P.Os, mess has been suppled with o
domestic refrigerator, greatly improving the quality
of the beer.

The Squadron Regatla took piace at Simonstown
this year ipstead of at Sakdhana, and althoogh we
did not pravide a crow, P.O. Tel Brooks and Tel.
Hopper ran the wireless tote for a few hoiers on board
H.M.S. Actacon, whilst her wireless staff were busy
pulling & whaler around a very choppy und wet
Simons Bay,

P.O. Tel. (Spike) Hughes and the *“Joy™ of his life
wore “seen off" at the Coperown Docks by has
retinue prior 10 his “retirement,” but it is stropgly
rumoured that the new Pay Code “bait™ muy have
been well swallowed by Spike ably assisted by “Joy.”
Ldg Tel, (Stoipey) Gall and Ann have also departed
10 pension. we shall miss their help at our social
evenings and Stripey’s gordening efforts have pro-
duced excellent results. Among others who have
departed hence are “Eddie™ Suter, badly missed in
all station activities; “Tonk™ Green, probably still
dripping ubout that last 1axt fare, and “Tony" Bukh
with his ten-ton kit of rudio spares. P.O. Tel. {Drip)
Broaks is about to depart for depot, later to take up
residence at “The Muore.” Ipswich.

Our young “cance building'” Telegraphut has
wven up and booght u boat outright from a local
fuberman and has started o lucrative crawfish
business, His unpleasant habit of leaving his catches
1 crawl around the quarters had a bad cffect on the
0.C. who thought he had D.Ts

Cape South Transmitting Station (Kiaver) has alsa
had a visit from the Dotkyard Works Deparument
The Chiels and P.Os. Mess has been enlarged and
redecoraled 1o provide lounge facilities, u very useful
umenity when the S.T.C. is open and the mess becomes
somewhat crowded with Instructors.

Cape East Transmitting Station {Favre) bas been
wisited by the new Commander-in-Chief. PO. Tei.
Digks has been unfortunate in contracting pelio bat
I now in the convalescent stage, and we heartily
wigh him a full amt speedy recovery.

KRANJI W/T

Almost the entire ship’s company has changed dut-
ing the last six months leaving us in the unenviablo
transitional state which has seriously affected vs, not
valy in the woeld of sport, but also m the “'Snags
Caboosh” of the C.R.R. Foothall and hockey are
sUl very shaky, while tennis enthusiasts are practically
nan-existent, However, as the new company settles
down we hope to regain same of our former dash.

The burden of our watchkegpors has recently been
greatly cased by the installation of an air-conditioning
plant s the CR.R, a windowless, bombprool
building. During irstallation the average working
semperature in the office was a damp 100 degress.
We are pieased to report that as o thing of the past,
the tempecature naw rarely rses above a dry 90 deg.

Sipce the outbrak of war in Korea, traflic through
the office has reached a new tecord; despate rather
frightening numbers of requests headed “int ZDK,"
we feel the situntion has boen kept well under control.
On 27th June we opened & new Broadcast (F.E) on
five frequensiss at only half-an-hour’s notice:

Air teavel hos recently played 2 big part in the lide
of the Communicator on draft. Ratings have been
fiown (o Singapore. and thence oaward to Hong
Kong and Tokyo; some of our more fortunate
ggzoclotes have beon flawn in the opposite direction.
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NEW TALLIES

Seme ol the ray ribbons sern around lately don't wean & thing 1o mssny of we—ynt.  The hows
of course ure ‘tied” as tddley an ever and many 0.1V wear specimens that wenld iring » glesm
of envy to the eve of evon the mast ancient thoee-badger. Tt's the memes that sre unfuwillar ;
though the unkpowns of to-duy moy well be the ‘Resowns’ und "Foterprise® of tamorraw.

The pamre “Redifon® suay alio full Lo ring o belf with manmy in the Commemicaticns Brapeh. It
o Bairly new 1ally b sustine aed shere-harmd radio that's sprumg up slaee the war, You muy frngel
it shortly alter you've rend thi- -
bat not for lomg. There's » ot of
Redilin eqpuipinent alevady in i
wll over the world, nwd those whn
ave touse i oweem to Hke e
Puke ner BR.50 for snetanee,. You
win't find a better communicg-
thomn receivir snywhere, It covers
133 10 26 keds and 95 kelw to 32
Mefa m eight bands with twe
LEF% which switch In sutoesti-
cally with huod selartion

Bawl-width selection Is alao -
cerpucated and pives live widths
for cach LF. moonisg lresy very nammow (05 koly) te vory hrood (17 kefs).  Nowe lavel 1w
mxtrvidaly low, snd the oporating oomtrole wool! make even u wididle woteh of woneatap
A G M 0 pleasure.

We dli u tor of other seulf tea that's at the top of ite clase.  So when you rome noray the

nasar "Hodifne' an & pisen of gear, have & good luok at it ood see if you think we're shooting »

e dlfnn

Radio

REDIFON LIMITED

l BROOMHILL ROAD, WANDSWORTH, S.w.138

DESICNERS & MANUFPACTUNARS OF MDA COMMUNICATIONS & INDUSTRIAL
KLECTHNONIC FQHIPVIENT Pt B Ndlpke 5601
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Although this mode of travel i new and exciting
10 most of us, It has one sersous disadvantuge—if
your kit reaches you inside six months, then indeed,
you are a lucky man.

Owing to the ¢lose proximity of bandits (some
fifteen miles “as the crow flies™) the ship’s company
has frequently been exercised in the defence of the
Station. The practise alarm is frequontly sounded
during the forenoon, accompanied by the pipe,

“Bandits have penetrated the perimeter fence 84
— and have set fire 10— " The alternoon watch
can then be seen doubling 10 the armoury, whilst
the daymen man the fire engine. Only ope shot has
disturbed the tranquility of the statios to date
This was fired accidentally by the Instzuctor in the
course of a lecture entitled “Precautionary measures
10 be observed in the handling of Aresrnn ™

PERSIAN GULF

CHANGES IN COMPLEMENT

We bave recently had a welcome addition o the
ranks of the Communicators m the Gulf. Captain
R. M. Courage ook command of H.M.S. Flaniega
carly in October, He is no stranger In these parts,
having played polo In Abadan before the war during
periodical visits of the Eust Indies Flagship in which
he was serving.

We are antwipating a lurther welcome addition
in the shape of a tmy communication saff for
Bahrein Main Signal Office. Leading Sigralman
Davis has volunleered (o be drafted ashore when
HM.S, Flamirge goes to Ceylon to recommission
(we are not sure whether the beer in the cunteen or a
girl friend in Manama is the attraction), and two
tekegruphists arc expected shortly, fresh and eager,
from Devonporl Barracks, Until now the Resident
Naval Officer, Bahrein, has depended on Royal Alr
Force channeis for keeping In touch with the sutside
world, except that when Sensor Naval Officer, Persian
Gulf and staff are ashore (25 at present during the
refit of HMS. Wild Goose) we land 0 Leading
Telegraphist and two  Telegraphists from  ships,
Leading Tefegraphist Py¢ and Ordinary Telegraphist
Shkickey from HMS. Wild Goose and Telegraphis
Fields from HM.S. Flasmngs have been holding the
fort this time. We shull miss their efficient and
cheerful secvice, but it will be good to get o permanent
communication stafi.

THE BROWN DUSTER

At the beginning of August, HM.S. Wild Goose
visited Qatur, The Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gull,
exchangsd calls with the Shaikh and we prepared to
fire 3 saluse of seven guns on the latter’s departurs
{he ranks between the Rulers of Behrein and Kuwait
who receive ¢leven guns and those of the principal
Trucial Skeikdoms who receive five). To our horror,
we found that the Qatar flag as supplied by Naval
Stores was-red with n sercated white border next 1o
the mast, whereas the flag flying from the Ruler's
ceremoninl dbow was o tistefil shade of beige (with
the same border). We apologised for not being able
to use the correct flag, adding that brown bunting
was 110t i naval store Hem. We discovered afterwards,
however, that the error was not 50 bad because the

.

Qutar Rag used to be red until the day when u treaty
was made betwesn Great Britain $nd the Shaikh
of Doha (the capitul of Quiar). The story is that when
the Shaikh was asked where his flag was he produced
an old red Rag, s0 faded that the colour wis 1aken to
be brown, Thus Qutar came to have one of the few
Il not the only national Aag coloured brown

ARABIAN ARMISTICE

The Id Ul Fite, 8 big Moslen feast day ot the end
of the fast of Ramadan, fell this year on 16¢th July.
This was the day chosen by the Shaikh of Bakha (an
independent wvillage on the western shores of the
peninsula lsading up to the struits of Hormuz) for an
sttack on the nexrby village of Shaam which belongs
10 Ras al Khainm, one of the Shaikhdoms whom His
Majesty's Government is bound by treaty 1o protect
from external aggression,

Within u few duys this lostile 801 resched the cars
of the Political Resident Pessian Gulf in Bahrein, and
H.M.S, Faunngo, who bappened 10 be at Quss isfund
off the Bahrein coast, was despalched to Shuam 1o
put an end 1o the confiict and bring about a settlement
between the 1wo sides. When the ship areived at
Shaam there was no fighting in progress, but Bakhas”
men with the Shaikh at their head were In possession
of part of the villoge. The Shiukh was persuaded Lo
come on board H.M.S. Flamingo who took fum 1o
Ras-al-Khmima, whose ruler also came on board.
How much colfee was drunk while the two rulers
argued about their rights, what were the many causes
of the dispute, and how the Cammanding Officer,
H.M.S. Flaminge managed to keep the Chieltains at
peace is pot releyant to this take, It is encugh to say
that within a few hours be had arranged o truce
between them, whereby each ruler undertook to
return any stolen property, to-stop his people from
creating quarrels, and to refer any future dissgreement
¢ the political muwthorities, When Senior Naval
Officer, Persian Gulf repocted this affsls 10 the
Admiralty the First Sez Lord himself was kind
enough o reply by signal:

“What & pity that all peace reaties cannot be
made as quickly and efficiently as scems to have
been done by Flamingo.™
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A.S.R.E.

The opporiunity 10 serve in an Admiralty Estab.
lisment which ix largely civilian in character is given
o onky a few Communikaron. Some remarks on the
way i which the Admiralty Signal and Rodar
Establishnient works muy be of interest, therefore,
to those of us who never get nearer 10 the Fatablixh-
ment than Leydene

AS.R.E. plays a major part m six man functioas
in the provasion of Radar and Communication equip-
ment (0 the Fleet, These are:

(i) The formulation of policy and plans based on:
(@) Sualf requirements
{b) Financial provision.
{¢) Available munpowsr and 1es0urces in
AS.RE. and industry,

(a1) Scientific research and the development of a

trind model.

L) Sea trinls and evaluuion,

(iv) Engincering development for production,

(V) Logisixs of supply.

(vi) Post Design services.—

(@} Installation and test,

() Improvements dictated by sea experence.

(r) Advice and assistance to the Flegs,
handbaoks, eic

(W) Help 1o Training Estabiishments, Ad-
marally Departments, ete.

The Birector of Radio Equipment und the Chiel
of the Royal Naval Scientific Service sre jointly
responsible to the Controller for the programme of
projects carried out at A.S.R.E, Allocation of prosests
10 the programme is decided by the Controlier at an
annutl review,

Under a small cocordinating staff ut the head, the
Establishment is divided Into three nwin divisions,
each headed by 3 Semior Principal Scientific Officec
and an Application Commander. These threc divesions
1ackle projcts In the Gunnery Radar, Navigition
Direction Radar and Communications fields respec-
tively, In uddition & fourth division 5 1ackiing
problerns of Merchant Ship Radar. working for the
Ministry of Transport.

As well as these development divisions, there ure &
large number of important sectiors dealing with the
problems of production, basic research, modifications
[0 existing equipmenst 10 correet faulis or to expand
s wse, ship fitting of newly designed equipment,
layout af equipment in ships, 10 mention oply a fow.
The Naval -Application Officers must muintain close
limison with all these sections in their own specialisr
sphere,

The appomiment of Captain Supetimtendent s at
present held by Captain L. G. Durlacher, O B.E
DS.C., R.N,, who is well known 10 our readers. The
Chief Sclentist, Mr, C. Horton, C.BE, has served
for most of his career in the Royal Naval Scientific
Service at A.S.R.E The Deputy Capeain Superinten-
dent 18 ut presemt u Gunnery specialist, Commander
R. E. Hutching, D.S.C. The Deputy Chief Scientist,

Mr. C, Crampton, O.B.E. headed the Communice-
tions Division of AS.E. during the War.

Since the formation of the Electrscal Branch, a
Captain (L) has been appointed as Assistant Caplain
Superintendent. The appointment & at present held
by Captain (L) L. S. Bennetr, RN, who taught
many of us the principles of Radio at RN.B. and at
Levdene. Linder hins the maintainer is well representcd
by Electrical Officers throughout the Estabiishment

Getting. hack to the development aof the hardwire,
this s done on the project system, For example, the
development of U HJ/F. Communication equipment
15 ane project, development of an H./F, Common
Aerinl Woiking Svstem s another, Each project s
allocated o wroup of scientisly, engineers and all
pecessary staff heuded by o project leader. A specialist
executive officer and an electricol officer are attuched
to each group 10 give user and mainlainer opinion.

There ure, of course, far more projects than can
be tackled by our lhnited scientific elfors, Agan.
the limited workshops and drawing office effort
means that & strict prionty system must be enforced
1o get the work done on those projects which are
being tackled, and the money made available is also
limised, In spite of this, there are fifteen projects
under way i e Communications Division nlone,
and rorme of you in the Home Fleet have already
seen the new shipsship U HUF. equipment at sea.

S0, &5 you wrestle with the 80EQR or swear at a
hot 86M, spare a thought for our difficulties here.
We know and appreciate the problems of the come
municatos gt sen, grappling with equipment which is
cither obsolescent or American or both. We are
giving urgent study 1o solving these problems, and,
m addiion, we are making cvery effort 0 reduce
theve and nimilar problems in meeting the more
complex communications reqairements of the future,

Above all, fjust because this article 1 all about
Radio, don't think that we forget V,/S. Ix the bunting
rosser getting bigger and betier equipment 1007 Order
your next copy of CoMseNITATOR early for our rext
gripping instalment

EN ROLUTE

The writer happened to be the Duty Commanding
Officer at o Naval Air Station during a period of
coenbined uir exercises with ships of the Home Flect.
At about D200 the telephone rang and & very angry
P.M.O, procecded 10 pass me a sgnnl concering air-
crafl movements, which had just been dictated to him
over the telephone by the docal Area Combined
Headquuriers. Since the PMO. lived ashore in a
privite hoose some miles from the establishment this
seemed, even at 0200, very add signal routeing. The
duty Wrea wclephone operutor at the  Air Station
wis questioned. Ol yes,™ she said, “ACH.Q. had
rung up with an operational immediate. I view of it
obvious surgsal implications she had transferred the
called without delay to the P.M.O."s house ™
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GOING THE ROUNDS IN “MERCURY™

SPORT

The Greeks looked to Mount Olympus with
fearful reverence In thelr exes: [t was the bhome of
their gods, The peoples of India and Tibet gaze
upon the spows of the Himalayss iy awe, and think
with the trembiing hearts of the Ginnt Saowman.

We may well wonder whether similar feelings fill
poople’s minds in our sister-estableshments in the
lowdands of Portsmouth when they Jook northwards
and upwards towards Mercwy.

For we are mighty in sport. Not almaghty, because
we don't win all our matches all the thme. But we win
often enough to rank a3 one of the foremeost local
naval establishamenis of our size in the field of sport,
and we are a continwous thom in the side of those
who expect to carry the day hy sheer weghl of
numbers to chopse from, and reputation.

There are many factors which have made this so,
First and foremost is the will to win and, secondly,
the fine stundard of fitnesy which only comes after
much hord work, Bat we must add the other essential
factors: the unbounded eathusinsm of the supporters
and the bard work of the secrejorles and team
managers who run each sport, What would we have
achicved, for instance, I there were not men Jike
“Jackle” Condon, C.Y.S. Roe, Jock Aitken and the
many others who have worked so energetically for
success?

Cricket

Although a8t summer's gowe the way of all
summers, We still have the wet weather and our
cricket successes 1o remember it by, We played 27
matches, won 21 of them, and of the remainder we
drew ¥ and Jost 1.

There & no doubt sbout our standing among the
“giants™ of the Command. Diyad, R.IN B, Excellent
and Dolphin fost to us and, on our surge of successes,
we met Collingwood In the final of the Command
Knock-Out Competition. Mercwy's reasonable total
of 132 was not enough and we were soundly beaten
by 8 wickels by a good side.

Before listing i very few of the individun! successes,
we would like to mention the Vice-Captain, Yeo. Sig.
D. Dobson, without whose kcenness, cheerfuiness
and tireless opening bowling, the sede would have
been the poorer.

Harriva
Average
Tel, Weodgate 427 In %innings
L Sig. Barrow 06 12 .,
Commander Wells (Captain) FIB T
Lieut. Throm . S S SRR
Lieut, (S« Colvin {Secretary 9. 9 ..

BowLing
Wkee,  kuns Av,
Tel, Weodgate 45 01 ad
C.P.O. Tel. Baister . 6 35 58
P.O. Tel. Pitchforth .19 116 61
PO, Tel. Blucklock .M &1 61
Yeo. Sigs. Dobson - 4 k3 82

Our congratilations to everyone who contributed
10 the success of the season, We wish luck 1o those
who have gone and we Jook forward to playing again
with those who remaln.

Soccer

The 1950-51 sesson hus been a milestone in the
history of soccer in Mercury, even before it is over,

Playing, as ususal, in the U.S, League, Division 11,
we started the season with a narrow defeat by Dryad,
4-3 away from home, The next League malch was
drawn 3+3 at bome againg the RAO.C. (last year's
champions), and since then we have won five league
pames 10 place us right behind the League leaders,
Dryad.

In the Junior Chatlenge Cup we have won the first
round, beating the Sick Berth Staff 1041,

In the LS, Charity Cup we pakd a visit to Whale
Istand and, in what was described i the Press as the
finest game seen at Whaley for many years, we were
parvowly defested by 4-3, But In the Navy Cup
we have achieved such fame us may not be equalied
for years. Playing agminst US. League Division |
Leams, we have beaten the Reserve Flest 423 In the
First Round, HM.S. Vernon (the League leaders) 240
I the semi-final, and at Fratton Park we again met
HM.S, Excellent in the Command Final and beat
them worthily by $ goals t0 3 (on Wednesday, 1st
November,)

It was a great day and a great match, made
Iremendously exciting by the fact that twenty-gight
years had passed since a Signal School team had
last played on Pompey’s famous ground. In the
sgason 1922-23, the old Signal School met and
defeated H.M.S, Excellent 1.0 in the final of the
LS, Charity Ca),

In this sezs01's match the whaole of Mercury,
Officers, Men and Wrens, were solidly behind our
team, and excitement grew as the 1st November
approached,

On the great day, In addiion to peivate and
public transport (the Southdown buses run right
outside No. | Gate nowndays), ten coaches packed
with green-and-while rosstied speciators et the
Camp from 1300 onwards for Pompey.

There can never be a more outstanding display
than our lads gave in this game, Excellent scored
first in twelve manuses, but our chaps were playing
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CHAPMANS LAUNDRY

A LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANINS
SERVICE FOR THE SERVICES

SOCKS DARNED - BUTTONS REFLACED
FREE OF CHARGE

PORTSMOUTH
2086




|44 111k

COMMUNICATOR

H.M.S, “MERCURY"™ Ist XI

November, 1950
WINNERS OF THE PORTSMOUTH Commann Arra Navy Cour FiNaL
St - -L.Tel. Allen, Sig. Turner, P.O. Yates (P.T.1), Tel, Bethell, L. Tel. Wilkins,
Seatexi—Lieut, Condon (Manager), CY.S, Roe (Captain), Captain Inghs, L. Comdr. FPlullips,

PO, Tel Blackiock, C.FO

Tel, Baister (Tramer)

Froamt- L. Sig. North, A.B. Bennett, O-Sig. Patten, L. Tel. Thompson, L.Sig. Woodhall

magmficently a8 a gam and we oquatised with u fine
free Kick tuken by Wilkins, and later went ahead with
two goals by Bethell und Thompson

Excelleny reduced the arrears, but Betheldl scored
another 10 make it 4.2 at haif-time.

Early it the second alf Thompson made |t five
and Excellem scored a penally wath fifteen minutes
10 go. The second half saw this fine Mercw )y sidde at
its best. They werg the fliter team nnd they played
with exhilarating spirit and delermination.

We now enser the lust phase, and although we
know we will fose some of the plavers, the présent
1eam's  great achievement will provide the highest
inconiive for many years to con.

Onc of the most outssunding features of the 14 X1
s Its fitness. This has been attnined peimarily by
the seven-u-side iner-Purt League which was won
for the second yeir running by Sparkers “A

This formidable tcam of seven had won Section
“A" and the Buntings had won Section "R, bhoth
without kosing a point, and they met each other on
Bramall Lane i the final. {They shared seven ship's
team plavers Between thens,) 11 was o ternifie struggh
and it was only after extra rime thal the Sparkers
won by 14

The Commander presented the seven-w-side Cup
und medals after the game. The Cup is the previpus

cleven«ir-side Cup which has been trunsferred to the
seven-u-side  competition, This has been made
possible by the fine Silver Cup which Rear Admiral
Crombie presented for the Eleven-u-Side League
when he gave up his appointment as Captain, H.M.S.
Mevcwry. We are groatelod not only for his penerous
wift, but alwo for the great encouragement he gave to
soccer during bis time in command. Competition
1o be the first feam with its nimoe on the Crombic Cup
will be fierce indeed, and we con laok forward to some
throlling nutches kater in the 506500

Rugger

The wase of enthusiasm 1or games s infecting
our Rugger enthustasts as well. The Ruygger Secretury
has been nundated with names of people keen to
play. 10 such 4 Segree that e can vary the 1cam week
by week, according to our opponents’ strength, In
spite of the counter attractions of other sporis. there
are more ratings than ever belore who want to play,
There is no truth in the rumour that this is the result
of Jock Altken’s efforts ar Shotley five wvears ago,
In those days, if you wanted to Keep in with the
C.S.B., you &t 10 play regger

Our ground this year i3 nearer Leydene, only a few
hundred yards on the right of the road to East Meon.
and 1t isin fine condition. It is not us high above sea



T COMMUNICALTOR 145

Famous
Tea Drinkers W& Coditome

Mr, Gladstone, like many other eminent
Victorians, discharged his heavy 2L QTS oreSetl s
responsibilities by a prodigious working SRS A

; } o AR o,
day. *“I have consumed more 12a berween ] $
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the hours of mudmigle and ¢4 a.m. than
any other member of the House' was his '
proud boast, You may be sure he was Y
always careful of the quality of his tea
You can bc cemain of a fne flavoured

tca from the best available Jeal if vou

insist on ~—
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leved as we would ke, but gven 50, our visitoss have
been unpressed auh L

OF the gumes played so far, the best have been
ugainst the Royal Marines aind Siadiv. The lnfter
were given an object Jesson in hard scrummuging
and to heck with the size of the oppostion, Althaagh
the Royil Marines beat us, we were nol disgraced,
Our opponents were much heavier, bul it was only
pitside the sorom that they had the udvantape of us.

Results so fur are: Played, 6. Won, 4; Lost, 2,
Pomts for, TH. againat 30,

Ouir bardest gimws are yet 10 come when we meet
teams like RNAS. Lez and Ford. bt wiile we
can feld such tearas as we have up to now. we shall
give i good account of aurselves,

Hockey

Hockey is the Cinderella of the games we play on
Inrge roctangulur felds. 3 thit 1s so. 1t s amazing
how many fall for the aitructions of the ugly sisters,
There must be some secret yeurning in cach of us to
vie with the stars of soccer or wiin o seputation for
prowess on the rughby field, The met resait is a dearth
of wiherents to bockey. Itis i pity becuuse ity a fine
gamme which offers much thut is rivads luck,

But we do not field wams ax strong as we would
like. In spite of this the results to dute are by no
means discouraging: Flayed. ¥, Won, 3. Drawn, 1.
Loat, 4; Gouls for, 23, aguinst 22

I mstruction und sickness do not mar our efforts
1o feld the best possable Teanms, we may expect (o hold
nur own i the Command Competiteon.

Swimming and Water Polo

Swimming is the sphere where the Wrens do their
bit 0 well 10 keep the nime of MWercwy bright. In
the Command Championships, Wren Thompsan
airried aff twe individual events, and with Bzhugise,
Wright and Chadwick won the Women's Relay
For the men. Sig. Britton won the back stroke in »
very good race, Hut in Waler Polo we are still striving
10 keep our difi'cult positson in the Command "A™
League among the farge -establishments with 1heir
sumptuous buths ready for practice whenever they
wish, All oor matches and pragtice pames mein o
Jong trek and this is boumd L tell upon entbiusiain
amd support. We hope optimustically that one day
we muy have gur bath gt Aiccirt Perbaps then we
shall have i change in our Jong history o defeits m
“forcign waters.”
Shooting

One of the interesting Hhings aboul shooting ix e
sizc of the Bull, If the bull were as beg a8 the goal in
soccer. o foothall woeulkl need to be ubou! three Himes
the size of the Fiest Llcotonants somor peg 1o heep
the ixlds the siame. Perhaps 108 just as well that there
s 00 2owlkeeper I shootmg, 1is an these differences
froty other spoety that the chiel inleeest Bes. And here
15 A0 guestson that the interest eassts; there is a greul
fotlowing. with the \Wreas in the van,

Aboat fifty marksmen and women compeled in the
22 Competrtion on the autdoor range, The com-

petitoss were divided 1010 1wo classes, S0 that everyooe
had o chance lo compete with people of uimilar
ahility. The Chiss “A™ monthly spoons went 1o
Commyader East, Lleut. M, the G, P.O/Tel.
Begg (fresh from his 303 soccesses with L[Tel,
Kemp ut Biskey) and Wren Wagstalf. The latter hus
reverted 10 Miss” Wagstall snd we wish her good
shooting mn clvwy street; ahe is o greut foss from the
Wren team.

In Cluss “8," PO Tel. Allen, Tel, Strover, AH.
fvory and Wrens Murphy, Heywood and Harvey
yualified for spoons, Those three Wrens, with Wren
Russell, won the inter-Part Knock-Out Cup in & close
yiclory over the Wardroom and the Petty Officers.
This is 4 fine effort in o sport where women and
men Cun compele umder identical condiions.

We are doing well in the LS Junior and Senior
22 Leugues and in the Humpshire Small Bore Leagise.
bul we shudl be glad when we have our own covered
range in Mevcauny

Fhe Joumncy 10 our predent runge ot Horodean s o
cisadvintiuge in competition shooting and we Jook
farward te being able (o shoot on our own ground,

lasizuctor Commander East has left os und we
shall miss his enthusiastic work us Shoating Secretary,
He huy oeen primarily responsible for our rooent
successes and we wish him good tock in his new job,

Fencing und Basketball

The averoge chap (n Mercrr Jogs not hear much
about these two sports, but there are the keen few
who keep them going Basketbidl 15 a new sport
up here and now 8 the tume 10 et i “on 1he ground
floor.” We need more players for our Leugue tleam,
Why not find ot about this game which is sweeping
the Westerns World, (6 may d¢ the game you are
wading for. I s u fast, lwvely sport, and of you are
on¢ of those who think it & the same us nethall,
you are the sort of chup who will spend his. life
mistaking pitlar boxes for Leading Wrens.

Feming, too, wants more support. Mercw) hos o
name ol consderable honour i this sphere. Last
yeir we sent two fencers to the Royal Tournament,
anid ong of them. Wren: Grandy, who learnt the
sport from scrately in Mercirr, carnigd off (he
WRNS. Championship, There are seven men anil
wormnen Iraiming under the P11 10 improve Ahelr
shill, and we are confident that they will uphold our
st siweess, Why aot come along as well amt learn
Isow 10 tight wath the historsl wenpons  Foll, Sabre

nml Epee
“MEONMAID™
1950 was a disappointing ssifing wason, lusgely
doe Lo the wclement weather which seemed 1o take o
delght 1t doimg ils worst o week-onds, Nevertheless.
i foar ament of sailing was done, both at week-ends
wnd mad-woek In the dogs. In spite of beiby W
seit in several gades it was fortunace that birke dimsage
wits: done 10 1he yacht or her gar. This says much
for Wateh's good work on the rigging
All those interested in Memunaid will be very sorry
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(yf / llet Setee

Of all the mations wiho link their beritage with the
sea, Britamn can justly clatm the stronsest tie — for no other lami
bus been betier served by siupe or found swch favonr with tbe tides.

ind though time bas spen greal chunses in onr fleets, that fine
British cruftsmansbip — wivich in the past has stood ns well —
is still a prowd asser, and serves, fo-day, with equal distinetion in

Srandard Telephones and Cables Lirired

CONNAUCGHT MOUSE, ALOWYCH, LONDON, W.C.I
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to hear thiat Watch has been forced 10 retire due 10
arthritis, His keenness and excellent work have done
much to keep the yacht in good trim over the last
four years. We wish him u happy and well-earned rest,

Meomwmaid was placed fourth m the final resull of
the four points maces for the Moparch Bowl, 1t was
again won by Sea Wrairk who was first i every race;
u very fine achieveinent,

A ploe-day cruise to the French Coast and Channel
Islands by Commander Bromley Muartin, Instructor
Licutenant Jeakins and two ladies was the only long
ane of the sesson. Winds varied from force 7 1o light
iirs, and the sca-sickness rate from 0 o 75 per cent
nevertheless o good time was had by all.

Mevnmaid has agiin made the journey to Mercwy
without mishap and will be refitted here in readiness
for the 1951 senson. Liewtenant Conunander D, C.
Pelly will be tuking over the operous duties of sailing
secretary and will no douht wiite more and bester
artiches for the CoOMMUNG A TOK.

ENTERTAINMENTS

As predictad In the lust edition. the Sports Day
Dance it the end af June was enjoyed by all, although
the supply of “scrumpy™ on (ke premises was nol
quite sufficient to quench the thirsts of all the alter:
noon’s sportsnen, or the menfolk ufter steering their
paripers up and down (he Cinema “hill © Fine and
warm weather ullowed us 10 use the First Lisutenant’s
greensward outside the guardroom lor sitting out,
and coloured lights rigged I 1he Irees averheud.
turped  our now censidered  arctic  domain into
almost an equatoelul one,

Unfortunately, wet and dismal weather partiolly
marred our Children®s Party at 1he end of the term.
However, after un enaemous ftes i the cunteen,
there was no stopping the 170 children when 1hey
spotted the shides, swings and rocking horses on the
Broadwalk, Many party frocks und troiser seuats
muast have suffered in the next hectic half-bour helore
the children were lured back 1o the cinema 10 wee the
Punch and Judy show., and soime of the Perry Officers
cook a spotied dog "Quest™ in disguise,

Qur annual dance in aid of the Trafalgar Day
Orphan Fund was held this year in the cinemu
instead of Petersfield Town Hall. We had as our guests
twenty-dive W.R.ACs from Huron Camp, Hind-
head, who always indly Invite us 19 their monthly
dances, and members of the ship™s company from
HM.CS, Mapnificent, on & week's visit 10 Poris-
mouth. Thanks entirely to & large ralfle for gfis
kindly dopared by the different messes, we were able
10 send 2 worthwhik cheque 10 the Fund,

The Strund Repertory Company visited us ogain
carly in the term with a thriller “Murder Without
Crime" which was well produged and ncied in their
customary styte. They now have a pecrsanent date
with us for all their praductions, and we are looking
forward to seeing them ugam ln January with “The
Chiltern Hundreds.™

The next occasion our new curtains were drawn

was not sixch it memorable evening for the Entertain-
menis Officer o Commities, whose lives were hardly
worth living the following morning. Stll, we've learmt
our Jessan, and the vetting of every touring company
15 now an essential duty of the Commitiee,

With the advent of the loag evenings, the cinema i
myuch in demand in the dogs for rehearsals for the
Christmas pantosime and the Theatrical Company’s
next production “"Men in Shadow,” not forgetting
the Meecary Donge Band, and just lately the Sports
Olficer’s experiments with Baskes Ball and Badminton,

A Mercwy Dunce Band is a definste requirement,
and it is with soreow that we are sharily o lose most
of pur musacians. We sincerely bope incoming drafis
will produce fresh instrumentalists 1o take theic place.

“Radis Mercury™ still comes 1o life every Tuesday
evening with “Mercury  Favourites” and again on
Mondays during the winter with some form of
competition, The first series is the inser-Mess Knock-
out Quiz Competition. The C.P.Os, are derermined
not 10 allow the Wardroom 10 win again this year,
und the New Entres, fresh (o the list of competitors,
Bave started off well with a very close win over the
Signal Schaol Mess.

Falm fang, IF they are bere lony enough, are now
getting an opportunity to see old and popular flms
they missed or want to see again, thanks to the
willing co-operation of the Admiralty Filav Booking
Department.

Finally, we end aguin with another date for your
daarms - Thursday, 2Ist December—our  children’s
Christmas Party

Anios!

LONG COURSE NOTES

At the moment of going 10 press, we are in the
mddle of & fortnight's radar course a1 Callimgnoud, 2
vast place to put it mildly, and we are homesick for
our e amongst the clouds at Leydene. Talking
uboul being i a cloud we have just finished, aftes
six and a hulf monaths, our radio theory. It nearly
Nimshed us, Howeser, we are still reasonably sane
although one or two rather 0dd things do happen
now and again, One of the course has developed an
unfortunase varxose vein on his forehead, in the
stape of 4 cosine curve, and andther refusss to be
parted from o pet alligator called Bellini Tosi.

We have bad (W0 excursions 10 sea since our course
began, Bath were great fun m spite of & nice drizzling
rin that soaked right through to our silk underwear,
Sull it washed the flags. The first exercise was for our
benefit and the second for the benefit of the Poris-
mouth loeal Ootilla, A greas theill occurred in the
second exercise when MG O (“man overboard™ for the
unenlighteped) wus hoisted in all seriousness, and
dustingt disappolntment was felr, when it was found
that in actual fact the man was stll hanging o0 10 the
guardrails by his teeth,

We are over half-way through the course now —
another six months to go - the powers that be can be
beard saving, “Now with the next Jong course we wil|
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16 mm Cine Projector
Type 301 —Sound or Silent

'/ Lt

\ Q.
-

This machine is a precision-built all-British sound-film projector,
backed by the resources of an engineering firm of international
renown. Outstanding features include :

Maximum screen illumination Minimum maintenance
Vivid high-fidelity sound reproduction Steady picture
Simplicity of threading Sound or silent at will

Write for full specification :

BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON

THE RRITISN THOMSON-BOUSTON CO, LTHh., RUGKAY, ENCLAND
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—" Up o now It bhos geoerally been “'Of course
with the last loog course we msansged 10— hut— ™

However, never det it be inferred by us thit we are
o, potentially, pusiculurly bright

Finding a certuin amount of difficulty at reuding
the mwore conventionnl types af signul. e, Sashing
or buzzer, ete,, we hive benl our great niinds to the
cultivation of more subtle methods of communica-
1on, sapable of foxing the enemy In the hour ol
battle. To name hut o few, we are now fully qualified
10 wddvise our Captuins on:

Tic Tac
Telepathy
or Tom Toms,

Many is the hour in the dogs that we have prucised,
until no one cun beat u tom-tom betier than s

We also excel ot “sigmanship,” which = the an
of gaxing intently at a fAashing hight on the horizon,
and giving the mpreession that you can reod wha
s being made. We have descovered carfy on in
aur career that the following expressions nre Invulus
ubde I an emergency:

When some imdistinet flashing is seen— "Give him
u T." or just afier the other ahip has glven up, “He
wusn't catling us sie.”

Alternatively, "We're being cross modulated, sir,”
up the yoice pipe from the WIT office hos its uses,

April, 1951, when we fnish, feels o Tong way off,
however, if we don'l muke it ot Jeast we ought 1o
kpow the theory of mending a fuse 2t home.

CHIEFS' CHATTER

Sence the last “chatter,” the 19530 C.C .0 s class
has passed oul, with (wo regretiable failures and the
members of the class have now gone their difleremt
wirys, We will soon be greeting the new Fices of the
1951 class, only one of whom i present mem ber
The greeting of new faces will be more frequent now
that the new scheme for “W LS and S.075" requnlify-
ing hus recommenced. There are very strong and
varied opinions on  Insroctlonn!l Technique ny 4
result of the first two courses, but this is somelhing
we have experiecnced for & few vears withoul any
appreciable variation,

C PO, Tel Baister has now taken over the Presi
dential chair, CP.Q. Tel Johmon having token
advantage of the new Admiralty scheme for married
quarters. To him we express our thanks und gratitude
for his services, ako to the retiring secretary Chisf
Writer Duines, who pessimistically expects o draft
Hx place has been tuken by CP.O. 1ol Fimore
Other officials 1o greet new members are CY S
Breezo (Vice-President) and C.P€), Tels, Sherrington
and Turner (Barmen}.

Our representatives in the outdoor sporis are Gown
to 3 minimum: C.Y.S. Roe is captiin of the successiul
Establishment soccer am, C.P.O. Tel Raister 5 u
tackroom boy assisting in  truining und tactics,
To complete individualites CY.S. Hilton s 4
member of the shin’s bockey team . In the seven-a-side
Jovcer we manzped 1o win three und lose three -

pension pains were ull too obvious.

The Sociul and Dance evenings are going with a
swing, one being held monthly. Many new. ihnova-
tions have been introduged which ure considered tops
und all present engoy themselves,

Rear-Admvirul Crombie has lelt us and we regret
bis depurtute und weloome Captain Inglis who, we
leel sure, will continue the general improvements ol
life in Mercivr.

CP.O. Tel, Roy was overhgard 10 say that when
our present Padre qualified, he honoored in Desters
pomy but had 2 “rescrub™ . Genesis, Is this true?
C.r.O. Tel. Roy should know, having doac a foreign
commission up the Jordan with John the Baptist -or
Was I 4 Static water tank™™?

To all Communicator Chaelfs wherever they may be
wrving we wish 1 Merry Christnas and @ Happy
New Year,

COMMUNICATION
TRAINING COMMENTARY

Duging the last lerm three major events have
pocurred in the triuning side of HMS. Mercury.
Firstly, we have begun i consideruble reserve iraining
programme,. (Cz)  officers,  cryprogrophiv  officers.
RANLR. Officers und Royul Fleel Reserve ratings of
all categories bhave bkeen arriving for refresher
courses: We huve been veory ploused 10 so¢ o numbes
of old faces again,

Next we welcome the first arrivals of the new
Coder-Educational branch who are now dolng their
cryptogruphic traming hwre. Although we will not be
secing much of them duning their Natioanl Service
Lrainang, they will all be joining the RN V.R. Coder
hranch on finishing their seivice. No one knows,
at the time of writing this article, what badge they will
wear, but we hope they will get one soon,

Finaily, n number of Signal and Wiceless Instrostors-
are arnving to do requalifying courses, These urg 1he
wartime V'S.|. and W/ T, 1. non-substantive mies
who are coming in 1o et the latest information and
then 1o fill nstroctions! bidkets, These courses will
20 on until the end of 1951, ,

The Natioral Servics ordinary signalmen and
telegraphists are coming In fower numbers. but we
still huve quite o lot under training. The short service
ordinaty rare training has now finished and all our
regular enfry are now boys.

The annual W.R.NS. (Ce) course 13 going on at
present and should be finished by the end of the year.
The present students will ull be more proficient at
Morse than their predecsssors,

Otherwise Mercnry Lrnining still remitins unaltered,
We have had our maintenance  difficulties  like
removing (he mast for o refli. redesigning all the
aerinls and plugging up leaks in the roofs of the
Nissen huts. We are still corrying our wircless exarcises
with numbers of people at bome and abroad, includ-
ing our Dutch and French allies, Finally, the training
staff would like 10 wish all their frsends in all parts
of the world a suceessful 195],
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FOR EVERY ELECTRIC
MOTOR STARTING
APPLICATION ON

INDUSTRIAL, TRACTION
& MARINE DUTIES

Fush-button starter on Capstar Lathe

Squirrel-cage motor starters
Slipring motor starters

D.C. motor control gear

Drum type controllers

Contactor type equipment
Liquid starters and regulators
Lifting magnets and control gear

H.V. Metalclad switchgear Type "S‘Cl" push-button nul'ter wtilh
Overhead line switchgear magnetic ever-current relays for

EIRT comtrol of squirrel-cage motors
H.V. liquid fuses up to 65,000v, up to 1§ H.P.

LARGEST SPECIALIST CONTROL GEAR MANUFACTURERS IN EUROPE

CANLES: “CONTROL™ ARICHTON PHONE, ARIGHTON 2127v)

Allen West & Co. Ltd @ Brighton, England
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G3BZU

Radio GIBZU, the Amateur Station, hus been a
very stlent part of the CommunicaTor, but at jong
iast has found it way back agam.

“Ham" Radio is shown as 3 very poor hobby in
Mercury, In fact enthusiasa is neghigible, but never-
theless GBZU is sull 10 be found every evening
disturbing the lonesphere with sts 25 waitts cither on
3520 mes or 14080 me/s. The Rig s o COPA
6LI6/807, the Antenna being a full wave (on 14 me/s)
end fed, running S E. by N.W. Results have nat
been  exceptionally good though, especially on
14 meis. Africa and Europe are FB but across the
water -no Joy! The only American stavon worked
in the past two months was 4 W4 in North Carolina
which, funnily enough, turned out 1o be the U.S.
Marine School-—very appropoate! As foe rare DX,
weldl there just have not been any, unless ZEs and ZSs
ure included as such,

At present & new Rig Is being built for 28 mc's
and shouid be active, we hope, before Christras.
This compeises a CO:DBRIPA, the Oscillator being
& Piecce. Maybe better results will be obttined on
28 me/s—bdut that remains o be seen!

Now for something of gredler interest. It bas
been suggested that 2 special Navy Amateur Magazine
be run, not just for the Communication Branch but
for all “Hams," but, this obviously cannat be done
upless given great support. So please, whether you
are Just inferested and wunt 10 arn or whiether you
are an obd-timer and can belp in any way, wnite to the
Editor of the Commumicatos. His object & 10
endeavour 1o sec how many are mierested. If, and
only if, support warrunts it, can this Magarine
be ¢ven contemplated. Very 73's B ON U AGN.

THE ADVENTURES OF
GZU/P

As Nan 10 Class filtered out of the cinera on the
evening of Wednesday, 18th October, few of them
had any idea of what was in store for them In the
next twenty-four hours.

The guarter-master’s pipe, "Nan 10 Class: fall in
outside the Officer of the Watch's Hut,” was destined
1o give them a veey inferesting evening’s “entertiin-
ment,” As they doubled down there most of them
were  thioking, “Crumbs, are we in  the ‘rattle’
agnin? When they fell in and were reported, they
were greeted by Lieutenant Main, who sakk. in a
very marter-of-fact way, “Right, away you go, and
be back here in five minutes’ time with o couple of
blankets packed, and enough equipment 10 last you
for twenty-four hours!™

Doubling up to their living hur most of their
thoughts were, "Why the —— should they pick us for
this perishin’ caper?’ However, nfter talking abaur it
for a short while, nearfy wil of us began to see th:
inleresting side 10 the “escapade’” as we thought
it would be at the time,

As Leutenant Main began 1o explain we began 1o

show more interest, and by the time he had fully
clucidated we were guite enthusiastic, Apparently
we were f0 march oot of Mercuer #s 5000 &5 possible
with rtions and equipment for tweaty-four hours.
We were proceeding to a fiedd in Hombledoa near the
Training Commander’s house, and 1here we were 10
set up portable radio equipment and establish
communication with H M.S. Mercury,

The party set off in a very cheerful meod, and
made n gueer looking train setting off down the
Hambledon Road at a comfortuble marching pace,
There was & party of eight marching at the head in
double file, immediately foliowed by two pairs of
chaps carrying the transmirter, receiver, and modular-
ing unit, In the rear came two farge hand.cans being
heartily pushed by two chaps apiece, C.P.O. Tel
Crossmin who was also with the party then followed
on with ovr C.O.

Having marched about half-a-mile doan the road
and rounded the first bend out of 1the wood, what
should we see but five cars all lined up with luggage
boots wide open, znd beuming drivers cagerly
awaiting our custom. So, nothing daunted, we piled
in and were promptly whisked away 10 Hambledon,
Unfortunately there was not enough raom for all of
the party to be carried by the Long Course Off cers’
Trarsport Company; 50 five of us had to pash our
“barrers” all the way into Hambledon, and i was
some walk !

The main purty on urriving &t our fleld set up
camp, where scme chaps showed that they wore
better akiie 10 cope with a wood fire and a thirty-foot
whip aerial than with morse and procedure. By
the time the “retiurd purty™ arrived at the site, things
were well under way. and water was bo ling ready for
2 “cupper kye,” At about eight-fifteen & famriliar cry
was heard, “Hands to supper,™ and we went,

By 1his tima we were in communkation with
Mercary and a few short exchanges were mide. Our
watch organisation had been worked oul and every-
thing was going flne— then it happened. Our trans.
mitter “fell over.” Unknown to us it was internal
frouble, and try as we may, we could not recufy
the foull, whatever # was Eventually w: got our
receiver going and were just in tm: 10 ear Mer.wy
broadcast that they wese sending transport at 2300

It was & very disappolnted and fed-up crowd that
quickly turned-to in breaking camp, and funnily
enough we had everyrthing packed and ready to load
on the [orries in record time.

We finally arrived back at Morcury semewhre in
the region of midnight und were finally turnzd in
at about one o'clock on Thursday morping. Naturally,
on Thursday moming proper, we were bombarded
with guestions about our exploit, and although some
of our descriptions were o bit flowery, it was quite an
(xpetience (o “tefl the bovs™ about.

| think that all of us looking back on the experience
will avee that we learnt quite & bit and into the
bargain enjoyed ourselves considerably, even if we
did loae some slesp. P LW

Feinied by Lawesncs Patas Lin. Hesry Hoad, New Barne. Heris, @ coMuncion wil Edgar Sercombe, FArasam, Sunvey
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